


Through education, advocacy, and stewardship 
SOHO’s mission is to preserve, promote and 
support preservation of the architectural, 
cultural and historical links and landmarks that 
contribute to the community identity, depth and 
character of our region.
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Historic Designation



Historic Designation Tiers
& Governing Entities



National Register Criteria
for Evaluation

Associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

Associated with the lives of significant persons in our past.

Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or that represent the 
work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or 
that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction.

Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information 
important in history or prehistory.

•

•

•

•



State Level
State Historic Preservation Office

California 
Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) Process

Public Agency: Is there a project?

Public Agency: Does project have an 
effect on the environment?

Lead Agency: Prepares Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) or Negative 
Declaration (ND) if no project

Lead Agency: Prepares final EIR,
including response to comments

Public Review Period

Public Agency: Makes decision on
project (or alternative) or if no project

Lead Agency: Files Notice of
Determination (NOD)



Sufficient

Insufficient

Designation Process
CVMC 21.04 and HPP Section 3.0 Historical Resources

Applicant submits designation application to DSD
City Staff reviews application package to substantiate historical significance

Sufficient Information
ZA will make a recommendation to 

HPP to designate or not to designate

Insufficient Information
Applicant will be notified that additional information is 

needed, or an expert technical analysis (ETA) is needed

New info or ETA will be reviewed for sufficiency

Not Designate Designate

step 1

step 2

step 4a step 4b

Public Hearing is Scheduled

step 3

HPP Considers ZA recommendation
with all information provided during

public hearing.  (All HPP decisions
are appealeable to coucil within 10 business days

If new information is 
available applicant 

may apply under new
application

Historic Site # is
assigned or is placed

on local register
Property owner or agent must 

record designation 10 business 
step 5

10 day appeal period



Secretary of the Interior’s Standards



Chula Vista
Coronado
Encinitas
Escondido
La Mesa
National City
San Diego

State Mills Act Programs
in San Diego County

Mills Act Tax Abatement Program

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senator James Mills



Preservation Partners

Unified Port of San Diego
City of Chula Vista
City of San Diego

County of San Diego
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