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WALKING TOUR: PT LOMA NAZARENE 

PALISADES AREA 
The 1935 Exposition in Balboa 
Park was an opportunity for 
architect Richard Requa to 
plan a group of new buildings 
which he stated represented 
the growth of arch i tecture 
from the American Indian pue
blo and Mayan temple to new 
buildings drawn from the in
fluence of these s tyles, to 
the final statement of 1935 
"Modern", the Ford building. 

EGYPTIAN ARMS 
APARTMENTS 
The preservation c ommunity is 
outraged at the actions of the 
owners of the significant 1926 
art deco complex at 3700 Park 
Blvd. Marc Brutten and 
Charles A. Miller asserted 
that they were making "im
provements" and saw no archi
tectural significance to the 
terra-cotta columns and archi
tectural elements which were 
destroyed with jackh a mmers as 
helpless residents looked on. 
It appeared to other s that the 
timing of the destruction was 
carefully planned for a Satur
day when city office s and 
courts were closed. 

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS 
Consider giving a SOHO member
ship to friends and family. 
SOIIO needs members in all of 
our communities to monitor and 
care for our older built en
vironment. Active memberships 
are $20; professional me mber
ships are $35. We will notify 
the recipient of your thought
ful gift. 

IN MEMORY OF 
MORRIE DOUGLAS 
SOHO appreciates the donation 
from Jo e a rid Clair e Kaplan in 
memory of Morrie Dougl a s, a 
lon g -tim e SOHO me mb e r and be
l o v e d hu s b a nd o f Lee , Cl ai r e ' s 
s is t e r. 

To learn more, Join the Art 
Deco Committee's two hour 
walking tour of the Palisades 
Area of Balboa Park at 10:30 
am on Sunday, November 20. 
Please wear comfortable shoes 
and meet under the fighter 
plane display in front of the 
Aero-Space Museum. Charge is 
$2 for SOHO member s ; $3 for 
non-members. 

GIANT DIPPER COASTER 
The San Diego City Planning 
Department released the Draft 
EIR on the proposed lease for 
the restoration, maintenance, 
and operation of the Giant 
Dipper Rollercoaster. The 
draft concluded that the pro
posal would result in a signi
ficant negative impact due to 
increased traffic, increased 
demand for parking, and in
creased noise. 

SOHO continues to support the 
restoration and operation of 
the 1925 wooden coaster, which 
was designated a National His
toric Landmark in 1986. The 
environmental impact report 
addressed the worst case sce
nario. At the extr e me , f e wer 
than six residences would be 
impacted by the increased 
noise. 

SOHO believes that the Giant 
Dipper is an irreplacable 
community asset which must 
still be in place, a nd on 
s ite, as San Di eg o s olve s its 
parking and traffi c problems 
in th e n e xt fifty y c Hrs. 

CHINESE HISTORIC 
SOCIETY OF SAN DIEGO 
& BAJA CALIFORNIA 
Find out about the newest 
hi s toric a l a s s oci a tion in San 
Oiego by c a llin g 2 8 3 -5515. 

Twelve structures built during 
the period of the Theosophical 
Institute remain on the campus. 
The college proposes to remove 
seven of these historically 
and architecturally signifi
cant buildings. 

SOHO responded to the Draft 
EIR by emphasizing that these 
buildings are eligible not 
only for City of San Diego 
designation but also for the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. SOHO found the 
history report by Or. Raymond 
Brandes to be very inadequate 
and the architectural descrip
tions to be insufficient. 

SOHO seriously objects to any 
suggestion that an acceptable 
alternative is to relocate 
these structures out of their 
historical and environmental 
context. 

COMMUNITY 
ASSESSMENT REPORT 
Kathy Burns, Regional Director 
of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, pre
pared the report for SOHO 
based on her October inter
views with San Diego leaders. 
Board members will review the 
report in preparation for the 
November 19th Workshop which 
Burns will facilitate for 
SOHO. Additional copies of 
the report are available for 
review in the SOHO office. 

GASLAMP TOUR GUIDES 
The Gaslamp Quarter Foundation 
is looking for tour guides and 
docents so that their program 
can be expanded. An outstan
ding training program is in 
~lace:. Call Suzann Kohlmyer, 
233-5227, and make sure every
one knows about SOHO too! 

NATIONAL CITY 
Community Development Block 
Grant Funds a re hein g reques
ted for an Historic Re source 
S urv e y in National Ci t y. 



When: Friday, December 9 

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Where: Horne of Mr. & Mrs. Juan Suros 
1156 Isabelle Avenue 
Coronado 

Corne join us celebrate the holidays in 
this lovely Irving Gill designed home. 
You are urged to bring some holiday 
cheer and to participate in an ornament 
exchange. 

For more information call SOHO at 297-9327 



PRESERVATION UPDATE 
"--tHREA TENED 

_STRUCTURES 

JULIA LIFFERING HOUSE 
'!'he i ss u e of the Juli a 
Liffr e ing House will r et urn to 
the Bo<1rd of Supervisors on 
Wedne:;day, November lJ. 
Please review the discussions 
in previous issues of Reflec
tions and CALL your Supervi
sor's office. 

SO II O c m p h ,1 s i z e s t h n t : 

1. The Board of Supervisor 
mu st focus on the issue of 
wh e ther the Liffrein g House 
meets the criteria for desig
nation as established by the 
Supervisors in March 1988. 

2. When the Supervisors ap
prove the recommendation of 
the Historic Site Board, then 
the Supervisors have the 
opportunity to initiate the 
rezone process, at which time 
the owner can present his 
economic concerns. 

3 . The Liffreing House is a 
community treasure which must 
be preserved. The owner has 
the potential to make the 
restored Queen Anne Victorian 
a centerpiece to his develop
ment, and we are not in any 
way :; uggcsLi11g LhaL ti, ~• pro 
perty should be acquired by a 
;1ublic entity. 

4. Th e ordi11ancc doc :; 110L 
require individuals who nomi
nate site for preservation to 
provide funds for rehabilita
tion. 

Copies of SOHO's position 
statement are available at the 
office: 297-9327. 

SAN YSIDRO SURVEY 
Copies of the RFP for the 
Historic Resource Survey may 
be obtained from Ron Smith at 
the San Diego City Planning 
Dept.,236-6140. Proposals 
mu s t be re ceive d hy No vemb e r 
2.5, 1988. 

VOLUNTEERS! 
T~e Harvorview Community Coun
cil needs individu a ls to 
tr a nscribe tapes of Si te Board 
testimony related to the Aztec 
Bre .wery. The need is imme
diate. Pi~ase call De nise 
Duchane y: 239-1388. 

AZTEC BREWERY 
On Dec e mber 1, in De partment 
12 of Superior Court, Judge 
Malkus will hear a portion of 
the Complaint filed by the 
Harborview Community Council 
against the San Die g o City 
Council. 

The key issue is whether the 
City Council acted improperly 
in overrulin g the designation 
of the Historical Site Board. 
Denise Duchaney, attorney for 
the Bario Logan community 
group, will argue that the 
City Council acted without 
findings, and presented no 
information which refuted the 
historical and architectural 
information which supported 
the Brewery's designation. 
Instead, the City Council 
based its decision on the 
economic factors presented by 
the ·owners and developers of 
the property. 

Th e judge will decide whether 
the City Council's action re
presented an abuse of discre
tionary power. 

The SOHO Board voted to make 
$1000 available to assist the 
legal efforts to preserve the 
Aztec Brewery. 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITE BOARD 
Me mbers of the County Site 
Bo a rd have expressed concerns 
about the role of their Bo a rd. 
A revision of th e County 
Z oning Ordin a nce whi c h goes 
before the Board of Super
visors on Nov e mb e r 9, may help 
the situation. 

Currently, the Site Ronrd 
brin g :; 110111i11;il.io11:; lu1 d1: :;ig -

n ati on to the Board of Super
vi:;or s. Upon approval, tile 
Board of Supervisors initiates 
rezone hearings. The proposed 
revision will allow for the 
Site Board's recommendation 
for designation to initiate 
the rezone hearin gs. 

GREEN DRAGON COLONY 
On October 11, the San Diego 
City Council granted a 180 
extension to block demolition 
of the four historically sig
nificant cottages from the La 
Jolla artist colony. During 
this final reprieve, efforts 
continue to find a private 
buyer for the property. 

SOHO requested that Assembly
woman Lucy Killea seek to 
secure preservation funds for 
the Green Dragon Colony from 
the California Coastal Conser
vancy. The Conservancy re
plied that if the parties 
could not achieve an appro
priate resolution, "the Coa
stal Conservancy will not 
foreclose the possibility of 
assistance if requested in the 
future." 

CORONADO 
On November 1, 1988, the City 
Council approved a series of 
workshops on historic preser
vation. SOHO offers our sup
port to this opportunity for 
Coronado to learn about the 
experiences of other communi
ties, and to develop a preser
vation plan to address the 
unique needs of this historic 
community. 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
HISTORICAL SITE BOARD 

The October meeting of the 
Site Board was a public review 
of the proposed revision to 
the City's Historic Preserva
tion Ordiance. All owners of 
currently designated buildings 
were noticed, and many ap
peared at the meeting to ex
press their disagreem e nt with 
the proposals to strengthen 
the ordinance. 

Testimony indicated the strong 
need for public education and 
for the development of preser
vation incentives for owners 
of historic properties. City 
staff drafted a list of possi
ble incentives, and a copy is 
available from the SOHO 
office, 297-9327. 

SOHO supports the City's ef
forts to learn from it s many 
years of experie nce to develop 
a mor e effective ordin a n ce . 



PRESERVATION LAW 
An exc e ll e n t s u mmary of th e 
co n stit uti o na l i t y of h isto ri c 
pr ese r vation l a w i s c ont a i n e d 
i n "P e nn Ce ntr a l: Te n Yea rs 
A f t e r ' II i g h N o o n "' , i n t h e 
October i ss u e o f Pr ese rv a tion 
News. 

1. Pr ese rvation of l a ndm a rks 
is a l egi tim ate go ve rnm e n
tal objectiv e . 

2. Private owners a r e not e n
titled to d e molish a land
mar k simply bec a use a nother 
use may yield ma ny tim es 
its existing value. 

3. Landmark owners are enti
tled to a minimum reason
able economic use of their 
property. 

4. Judicial inquiry should 
focus on the entire land
mark parcel, not ju s t on 
that portion restrict e d 
from ec onomi c ex pl oitat i o n. 

5. Tr a n s f e r -of - d e velo pme n t 
ri g ht s programs may help 
me e t the e cono mi c use re
quir e me nt. 

C o p j e s o f t h e a r t j c 1 e 111 a y i.J c 
obtai ne d f r o m t he S OIIO off i ce : 
'!.'-)7 -'-J JL? . 

SAN DIEGO FIRE ALARM 
COMMUNICATIONS 
BUILDING 
Efforts a r e progres s in g to 
d esig nate this hnildin g on 
Marston Point i n Halboa Pa rk. 
SOHO is concerned, how e ver, 
that th e Balboa Park Master 
Plan indicates th a t dcm~lition 
of th e historic 1927 buildin g 
designed by John Synd e r, may 
proc ee rl if a t e na n t i s not 
found for the building. 

In response to SOHO's r eq uest 
for assistance, City Council
man Ron Roberts stated that 
finding a potential tenant is 
crucial to the rehabilitation 
and preservation of the buil-
ding and would value SOHO's 
help in this effort. 

-~~~~~~~~~~~~~[~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ · 

LIZ'S ANTIQUE HARDWARE, D.B.A. 
Antique Door, Furniture, Bath & Lighting Hardware 

619-284-1075 
(By Appointment) 

P.O. Box 16371 
Liz Gordon San Diego, CA 92116 
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tUD 
Save Our Heritage Organisation 

P.O. Box )5 1 l 
San Diego. CA 9210) 
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CALENDAR 
Nov. 1 9 , Sat. 10 a m - I pm. 
"Or a l Hi s tory Work s hop " , 
prese nt e d by Con g r ess of 
Hi s tor y. La k es di e r.a rrl e n s . 
Limit e d r ese rv at i o ns . $10 . 
222 - b989 . 

Nov . 1 9 , Sa t. 1 pm., " T h e 
Craf t s man Garde n", l ect u re 
pres e nt ed by th e Hortic ul
t ur a l He r itage Co mmi ttee of 
S IJII S . Thornton Th eat r e , 
Mu se um of Sa n Di ego lli sto r y , 
Ra lb oa Park. Re se rv Htio n s : 
2J9 -o'-J b9 o r '!.31-'-J7 '-J'-J. fr ee . 

Nov. 19, Sat. 9:30 - 11: 30 am 
"Adobe Houses: Their Meaning 
for the Crisis in Hou si n g in 
Our Own Semi-arid Zo n e ", by 
Guiti Kardan, sponsor e d by 
Friends of San Die go Architec 
tur e . Th e New Sc hool of Ar c h
itecture, 1249 F St., Sa n 
Di ego . 

Nov. 20, Sun. 10:30 am. 
Walking Tour of the Palisades 
Area of Balboa Park. S po n
sored by SOHO's Art Deco Com
mittee. Meet und e r the 
fighter plane displ a y in f ront 
of the Aero-Space Mus e um for 
the two hour walk. SOHO 
members $2; non-m e mbers $3 . 

Nov . 23, Weds., 10 a m, Co unty 
Board of Supervisors. Agenda: 
Julia Liffreing House. 

Dec. 1, Thurs. Filin g d ea dline 
for Proposition 70 funds. 

Dec . S0 110 Chri st mas Party 
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