
HISTORIC RESIDENCE AVAILABLE 

The 1887 George Kimball Houyse 
is being made available for 
purchase by its owners Alana 
a nd Etruce Coons. They are 
restoring the interior to its 
original lBBO's appearance. 
Lacking photographs of its 
original interior, they are 
using photos of George's 
brother Warren's house 
(Oliv ewood>, and of interiors 
of typical 1880's San Diego 
County homes. Striving to 
achieve a true American 
Victorian interior, they have 
collected many of the original 
Kimball furnishings and 
a rtifacts; the Nottingham Lace 
curtains which hang throughout 
the hc,use were recreated on th• 
original looms; wal l papers 
have heen chosen for their 
exa c t aut henticity of scale, 
color and design; elaborate 
ce ili ng papers contain as many 
a s 13 design elements; the 
hardware is original to the 
house. The interior woodwork 
required many laborious hours 
to strip awa~ layers of paint 
which had accumulated ~ver the 
last 45 years. It is now 
refini9hed and varnished to the 
original high gloss finish, of 
which the Victorians were so 
very fond. Lighting fixtures 
are antique gasoli er s <which 
have been converted to 
electric) with their original 
shades. 

In 1887 the Kimballs were at 
the height of the prosperity. 
There are many references in 
newspapers of the day stating 
that the Kimball brothers were 
the richest men in the county 
with their 30,000 acre Rancho. 
It was only natural that one 
day George would build his · 
family a home befitting a man 
of his wealth and position. 

He had built his first home in 
1869, when the family first 
a rriv ed in National City. 
Close to brother Frank's home 
on Natio n al Avenue, it was a 
si mpl e house in which the first 
Nation a l City_post office and 
ston ,, were otas:etwd. From this 
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home George and hi s brothers 
Frank and Warren handled the 
dail y busine ss affa irs of the 
Rancho. 

In 1876, Ge org e built his 
second hom e on a 40 acre site, 
bounded by Palm a nd 'L' 
Avenues, a nd 12th and 16th 
streets . Her e George a nd his 
family, wife Luc y, a nd children 
Clinton• Gilb ert, La ura and 
Augustus r aised apricots, 
peaches, grapes, citrus and 
other crops . George was known 
as the farm e r i n the family, 
and, in th e words of good 
friend and hi storian Paul 
Mi zany, "di . cl much to promote 
the agricultural po ssibi liti es 
of the rancho." 

Th e third George Kimbal l House 
was built in 1887. A large two 
storv It a lianate with wrap­
a rou~d veranda, second st ory 
balcony and a widow's walk that 
gives a panoramic view of the 
e ntire ranch. This is the 
house that now stands at 1515 
L /:•,ven ue. 

George hired arc h itect L. 
Curtis to de s ign the home. Mr. 
Curtis had built the e laborate 
Gordan hous e and the Methodist 
Church, and was, at tt ·,e ti me, 
building the Temp erance Hall. 
There 21r·E• many r·ef er e nc es in 
the Nationa l Record of the 
building of the home, the first 
being, "George Kimball is 
building an e l elga nt residence 
o n Nob Hill." Augustus 
Kimball, George 's yo ung est son, 
records th e building and 

de sig ning of the home in his 
char·ie£,: "We star·ted buildinq 
our house today!" (May 24, 
l.B87) ancl, "Hc1d mff first 
dinner in our new home. 11 

( Thahksgiving Day, 1887). The 
Nati onal Record reports, "Mr. 
rurtjs informs us that Mr. 
George Kimball's residence is 
ru:•i\r ly completed. It i~; a home 
Mr. K s hould well be proud of; 
i t bPing built 1n the style of 
a good, old - fas hion e d, 
romfort21b le, heavy, country 
So utt-i (~rn r t::-~·~; 1d e nc f.?. '' 

f:,ugu1°.t u c, t r?ll s hm•J !"Ir-. Curti s, 
hi s f~ th e r a nd hp would go to 
hi~ , llr,cl r· W,, rr f.•r, f-:imb ,1l l ~. 

estate, Olivewood quite often. 
The Ge!□q}e t<i mt,al 1 House i ~. 
similar to Olivewood in many 
ways, though George and his 
family opted for very fancy 
g i ngerbr ea d trim. As George 
hat1 fo1.1r children, he built a 
l ar-ge r home than Warren's, but 
u sed basically the same 
blueprint. The woodwork is 
predominan t ly heart redwood and 
s ugar pine with dougla~ fir 
floors planed and milled at 
bre>ther War·ren ' s planing mill. 
The bricks came from brother 
Fr a nk ' s brickyard. Considered 
quite a luxury of the tim e, the 
rainwater cistern collected 
water which was then pumped 
into the house . Charles 
Copela nd, nephew of George, 
savs that he believes his 
gr ~ndfather , Frederick 
Copeland, built the cistern for 
brother-i n-law George. Th e 
b <1seme nt was used as a cold 
room for the storage of butter, 
milk, and eggs. · There w;;.,s al s o 
a wood bu rning stove in the 
basemF.nt c•n ~,hi ch Augustu~ 
f·.imbal l would mah.e popcorn 
b , , i :: ,z. -for- the n e 1. ghbor i ng 
c h ilrlra n. Hug e Monterey 
Cypres s tree s lin e d the st ree t 
in front. of the home , adding 

bE':i-111ty as wel 1 as act ·i ng as a 
windbr eak for the many 
plantings and crops. To the 
south were fruit groves, and to 
the east were groves and 
vi neya, ~ds . 

Laura Kimball was the last 
Kimball to live at the house. 
She gave a way many things to 
her friends, neighbors and 
family, and als o donated items 
to the Sa n Diego Historical 
fic>c:i. et.y a ml the Nati anal City 
Libr- ·a1·· y. 

accumu l ate d from before the 
Civil War. Many af the items 
had b e e n brought from New 
H,, n,p~;hirE> bet~ie<?n 1869 an d 
t 94 <). 

To v j f: w the P >!t.e 11~.ive 
coll e ~tio n of Kimball 
➔ •wrii ~.:t,ings and artifac:ts, and 
the r e storat i o n, the George 
f, ,. n,t;,;.11 He>usE • is open to the 
p u b\lc on the last Sunday ol 
£·~Pr y month fr o m 2 to 4 pm. 



YES, AL CAPONE REALLY DID SLEEP 
HERE' 

Silver Gate Concerts, 
SOHO ' s series of four chamber 
mus ic: pt-·ogI ·-ams in histo r ic 
landm ar ks, opens its second 
seasc,:-- 1 on S1..lnday , Febr-u ar-v 7 at 
3 :0 0 with a conce rt at th e 
Cor o r, aClo home of SOHO membe rs 
Jua n and Ka thlee n Suros at 115 6 
1Si.lb E·11 a Av e nu e . 

The cha mbe r music prog ra m 
wi l 1 b e pr- e•spr ,t ed · i r1 the 
b eau tiful wood panelled livi ng 
room with it .s spectacular ocean 
view. So pra nc Carol 
F·la n tamura, fl u -List Lynn 
Schub ert, cellist Ma rcia 
Zeavin, a nd pian ist Margaret 
Rose will perform works of 
Debu <:, s-.y, Havel , and da F al l a, 
compos ers who were all 
co n temporaries of architect 
Irving Gill who built the home 
fn 1910. A reception follows 
the c on c ert. 

Th e Stu· os home ,,a s b uilt 
fo r Perci val Thomps o n, a 
tra nspl a n te d Chi~ago a n whose 
bro ther Tommy Thomp s on was 
mayor of t hat city. Th e 
Coron ado Thom~sons e ntertain ed 
mc1ny guests in their gr and 
oce an front home, i n cl u d ing s uch 
illust1 - ious Chic ago vis i t:cw-s as 
Al Capone who is said to hav e 
sp ent the r:i 9t.t here' 

Cons idere d a go o d e x ample 
of tr·c1 ns it:::1-Jr ,a.1 Gi ll, t h e~ s ~.1..-o s 
h ome shows Gi l l wi th one foot 
in t he- pa;: .t a nd one in t h e 
pr esent . Element s of Gill's 
£"<'.:\r l :i F3r Eng l ish Tudo r s t yle ar e 

bl en d ed here wi th Prairie 
S: :!-,r,!.il di;,si gr, i nfluences 
r efl2ctin g Gill s architectural 
s=.t\ :clies i r i Ctii cc ,go . Th e 
e x pe rimentatjo n wit h horizontal 
Ji n ,,s a nd p c.,:n- ed arches ti c,t. so 
t ypifi2d Gill · s later p erio d 

pr ovides an interesting 
co ntrast with the v e ry 
VictDrian Livingston Hou se 
(formerly !2c~ted in Sherman 

Height s ) which is next door to 
the Su r os home an Isabella 
Avenue. 

There will be three more 
con c erts in th e s eries, all an 
Sundays at 3:00: March 6 at 
San Diego Trust and Savings 
Ba nk, 530 Broad~;ay; Apri 1 10 at 
the Lafayette Hotel, 2223 El 
C.;\jrJ:1 Baul evat ··d; and May El at 
the Chapel at Bishop's School , 
760 7 I.a Jolla Boul eva rd, L .. a 
Joll a . Seati ng is ver y 1 imi ted 
Ctt i='~ll ve n;u ?s , espec- ia lly at 
the Si~ i- □ s hom e, so yo u at· e 
ur ged t Ci make r ·esP.rvat io n s 
r ight a ,,~ay . 

Ti ck?ts for t he.~eries 
cos t $45.00 for al l four 
concerts, $40.00 fo r a 3-
cancert package , or $14.00 far 
si119le s . For · more info,-mation 
or to make res er vations, please 
call the Silver Gate Concerts 
teleph o ne: 459-0621. 

At t h e Nove mber board 
meeting, I r e luctantly 
sub mitt ed n,y res-.ig na tio n as I 
h ave b een hired b y th e City o f 
S.;,n Di ego to wad ; in t he 
Com mu11ity Plani1ing Division of 
thE · Plan n ing Departme nt. 

I have ben efi tted greatly 
during n,y :? 1 /2 year te nure 
with SOHO and have both 
witr:~ssed and par ti ci pat ed i n a 
periGd of trans i t ion fo r th e 
orgc ~r,iz~ ti r:11,.. I a m p r-o ud o f 
what SOHO 1s and does a n d it is 
my hope that I servi?d the gro u p 
as effectively as pos si bl e . I 
have 21ls o suhmitte::I an 
app lic at ion fo r memb er sh ip onto 
the BoRrd o+ Direct .ors to 
en sure my conti n ued involvement 
in the ~1r·eserv a tio n of San 
Di2go co un ty .. s p n:;cious 
h i stor ·i c b,dlt e nv i ronment. 

Thank y ou fo r yo ur 
assista nc e , e n c ourag ement a nd 
suppo r t . 

Th e Board o f Dir ect ors is 
c u rre ntl y conducting a search 
for « r,~.,, E,:e c: ut i ve Direct .or. 
I ntereste d c andid at es a re 
r eq ue st ed to se nd their r esu me 
ta SOHO, P.O. B□x .3571, San 
Die go, CA 9 2103. 

.. .... .. .. HJ◄ .. 
lh e f ollowing are articles 

fr om the "Cross Section" 
p r.,r t j 0 , 1 D f PRESERVATION NEWS, 
Nov ember, 1987, the monthly 
ne;,,;<;.pc1ptsr of the Nat. i onal Trust 
for Hi stor i c Preserv a tion. 

GF-:Ol,JTH DEBATE CLOUDS Sil_\JER 
SF'R I NG FUTURE. By Rachel Cm: 

Blue-.,,ncl- ·white sign s e ,: horting 
"Sa y No to Gt-idlack" h a ve 
hloo med like cnrysan t hemum s 
this fdll in Silver Spring, 
Md. , ,,,he r e• p n ,•ser v a t ion of th e 
1938 Ar t De co-style Silve r 
Tt\ Pa1~e::-r· a nd S i Iver- Spr i nq 
Shopping Ce n t er ~PN Janu;ry 
19 8 5, Der.embe r 1986) has taken 

a backseat to traffic issues 1-.,..,._...., 
t h e big ges t planning battle to 
hit the Washington , D.C., 
FJ,uhu rb i n decades .. 

The caus e of the furor i s a 
S20 0 mil l ion proposal mad e last 
Dece mbe r by dev e loper Llo yd W. 
Moore to conv ert. the now dow d y 
downtown into an eight -ac re 
re g io nal s hopping ma ll complete 
with two maj or departm e nt 
sto,.-es to " anch or" the proje c t, 
one of tnsm an the site of t h e 
\J!:-~·,r , Eh e rson-- de:•signE ·d Deco 
shoppi ng c e n ter. 

~le,ily el£•ctec.l county exe c u tive 
Si dne y Kra mer, whose campaig n 
w£s s up ported s tro ngly be 
developme n t in terests, endorsed 
t ht? n,a ss i ve- pr ·oj ec t as the 
last, b es t hope for Silver 
Spr in,;,. He moved to li ft the 
p lanning c ei~i ng f ar new 
worker s d o wntown b y r oughly 
10, 000, a change requ ire d by 
law for t h e pro je c t ' s approval , 
a nd a l so pr op osed creation of a 
Traffi c Ma~age men t District t o 
encour a g~ mass- t r ansit use a nd 
ease traff i ~ flow. 

But a r·ea c1v1c gro up s predict 
the di s.t ric:t ,-,ill do litt .1£> t -..__,. 

allev iate t raf fic probl ems. 
" To rea lly get th e number of 
people Krame r predicts on 
publi c transpo r tation, yo u' d 
ha ve to pay them," sa ys Pa t 
Si ng er, president of t he Silver 
Spr i ng-Takoma Traffi c 
Coal it i cm, the umbr e l 1 a group 
of so me 20 c iv ic as socia tio ns 
a nd hund re d s o f individuals 
tha t i s leading oppo si tion to 
t h eo p1··ap o!c.ed development. Th e 
SS T TC cal culates that tr aff ic 
coul d doub le, ch oking 
intersections and flooding 
qui et r es idential ar ea s. 

Opponents of the Moor e pro je ct 
sco red their first victory las t 
Jun~ , when the Montgomery 
County Cot.me i 1 • wri i ch governs 
Silver Spring, ignored Kramer's 
pleas for haste and postponed a 
decision on Kramer ' s proposals 
until public: hearings could be 
held this September. Following 
a weel of lively discussion, 
highlighted by one hearing 
packed with 900 mostlv hostile 
observ ers, Kramer's i~itiatives 
suffered another set.back 
Sept.ember 22, when Council 
p res id e nt Rose Crenca fu rt her 
po stpo ned a decision, a move ·"--,,, 
som e observers a t tr ibut e to 
Kramer's concern that h e l a cked 
the votes to approve his plan. 



George Kimb all House c. 1880 
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Just a ye ar ago, it appeared 
that r ·e ·-;it alizati o n of doi-mtown 
Sil v e r Spring might follow the 
course o f compromise. A 1986 
feasibility st ud y sponsored by 
tn e cD:mty planning bo;;11·d a nd 
the Maryland Histo r ical Tr ust 
co;1r. l 11ded that preservati c,n and 
development could be combined 
a n d r"E·cn mn,ended incentive s , 
such .:;s trans f er of development 
,. ights, to enceourage 
p r eservation of the shopping 
cl':nt e.1- c,n cl the theater. But a 
third proposal to the City 
Cou n c: i 1 fr ·om l<r ·a mer, \--Jho 

contends with Moore that any 
re:iut:t1on of s c ;;-,le would doom a 
retail project to failure, 
would eliminate any such 
incentives and downgrade the 
prior i ty of pre s ervation. 

· ast June the Montgomer y County 
storic Preservat i on 

'-C ammi ssi on un a ni oT,ousl y endor s ed 
r:erminc ~t i ori o f the s ho pp ing 
comple x to th e Na tion a l 
R~g i s te r· , an d t t1e s tat e 
_pres e rvation office is exp e cted 

930 Prospect St 
La Jolla, CA 92037 

to ~,pp r ov e th E nomi r:ation in 
Ja n uar y . Li s ting on th e 
RPg i ~:t 1c,r c c,; :i d mak e re h ;;,b of 
th e c omp le x mor e a ttractive by 
mak in g it e ligibl e for t ax 
cr e d its . 

l•Jhet he r 0 1· n ul the · shopping 
c omple: : sut· viv es that long 
hin g e s on the County Council, 
now e x pected to make a decision 
by November. Crenca, se e n as 
the key to the final outcome, 
t,;;,s been notably si 1 ent about 
h2 r position. 

Meanshile, another pl a yer has 
qu i etly entered the fra y . 
Mc l .e~r,, Va.-based developer 
Wa lter H. Petrie submitted 
pl ans Jr , J 11l y to build 
appro x imatel y 300,000 square 
fe i:t o f t· etail space on t he 
site of the r e centl y closed 
1-lp ;::h t'o;:. de?p a t· t rne:nt s t ore, 
a .i jace 11t t o th e s ho ppi ng 
r.s ·nter .. ThE? p t· □p osa l ~JDuld 
p t·eser ve th e 19 47 bu il d ing an d 
r.:::1c.J 2. to~ ·Jer ·f c ~ E:! it l-er· t:o te l □t­

off1c e s~ a ce ~,hile 
i n ~ or p □ r atin g t\r t I l~ c o m~Jtifs . 

(Editor ' s n ote: Our o wn SOHO 
8:;ctr ·dm~·mber, Anr, Mac Cul l ough 
participated in this 
p!-r. -•:=-£>•- ·.._,at i o r1 battle, 3,00(1 
miles away and reported on her 
e.·>!per·iences jn the January, 
1987 REFLECTIONS.) 

PRnP OSlflON G PASS ES 

On rl iPs rl~y , Nov e 1nber 2, the 
v c1tE~r ~; o ·f S; ln Di e go 
o ve rwhelmi ng l y p asse d 
P r op o s iti o n G, th e prohibi ti on 
o f c e rt a in us es ~t Mi s sion 
Br-~ rh P a rl, b y 66 %. 

S in ce th e p a s ~a g e o f 
F·r e1p r,'?".ition G , thE' PL, nn i ng 
De p a rtm e nt h as been d i rected t o 
c h <',rit Je th r, l a nd u ~;p r e lat e d to 
Mi 1;s ion 8 ~ac h Par k. Th e issu e 
will be h e ard be f o re th e Rules 
~ ommi t tee of th e City Council 
t.r, dE.'c i c1p ho,i the Cit y s hould 
pr -n cr2e d. 

lt '"' cl i::,.<r th , ,t the public 
obJects to the City Councils 
c ava lier t re at ment of both 
f-,1 ::.;t.or-1 c c..st.1-1.Jc-tur-e s and public 
p ;.,r· I,: 1 ;, r,..-i a nd i ,-, wi J ling to 
n;,mi.nd lhe Cit y ·of its 
obliq ,-=:\t ic,11 ~:; c:1.~; a c a r·eta ke r of 
public pn,perty. 

Good news for 
preservationists' The San 
Diego City Council voted to 
fund a cultu r al resource survey 
for the mid-city area with a 
portion o f Community 
Development Bloc k Grant monies. 

Sur veyi n•;J is the 
corn e rstone of a l l historic 
pr e s e rvation programs. Upon 
completion of the survey, the 
Pl ar,n i ng Depa, - tment: wi 11 have 
the information necessary to 
cor,,rn1,,r:r:·e the nomination 
procedure for either individual 
sites of ar-chi t ectL1ral and /or 
historical significance on the 
mid-city area, or the entire 
district. 

Cor,grat-ulat .ions to mid­
city residents and all San 
Diegans. This is yet another 
v i~torv in the battle to 
preserv~ Sar, Diego's 
architectural heritage. 



by 
Helen Marquardt 

Please use an architect'. No matter how clever 
you are .•• no matter how creative .•. if you 
are planning an addition or major renDdel .•• 
please use the services of an architect~ 

Architects come in all sizes and price-packages. 
You can often benefit from just a consultation. 
Architects are sensitive to style and space 
planning. They are knowledgeable about permits 
and zoning. 

I love them, because they nearly always greatly 
improve the value of the house and the 
neighborhood. ASK US ... WE KNOW THE 

NEIGH BOA HOOD. 
820 W. Washington St. 

FIRST m1mon Son Diego. CA 92103 
PROPIRflES 260-1636 234-1726 

· c□ASTER LEASE EXTENDED 

In Nov.ember, the San Di ego City 
r:rnmcil vcitE·d to e: •:tend the 
lease for the Coaster at the 
request of the Save The Coaster 
Committee (STCC). STCC 
rPquPs-.ted the ei:tension to 
enable the committee to find a 
qu.;,1 if i ed c,perc,tor to operate 
the Coaster as a functioning 
t" J rlE·. 

:',OHO r·::prec-si;i;;d its suppo rt of 
t he continued maintenanc e an d 
pr eservat ion of the Coaster and 
,ts hop~ that the Coaster will, 
onec, dc,v, bPrc•n,e operable. We 
dn have concerns, however, 

£ave Our Heritage Organisation 
P.O. Box 3571 

San Diego, CA 92103 

ADDRESS COR RECTION REQUESTED 

RET\IRN POSTA(;E GUARANTEED 

about the fate of t his National 
Hi "°.tori.c L ,:;.ndm,;rk, should STCC 
bP ur, ,·,b l P t c:, lr,cate a qualified 
c:,n<:1 wi.ll1.nq opprator. It 
should h e not e d that Belmont 
Par~ Associates , the developers 
~ihn clt,mr,J i c-.t,E?L:1 the- Plunge and 
Roller Rink t,ui . ldings, have 
fit-~-;-.t rPflt~ictl on thE· lease. 

We promise to continue to 
mc:mi. tor this £",i. tuation. The 
Giant Dipper is the sole 
r ·emn;,r,.t L,f thP hi ~, tor-i c Mission 
f•eac h P ,'en-k . 

PAINTFO LADIES SUCCESSFUL 

On Monday, November 9, f,OHO and 
the Heritage Park Bed~ 
Break fas t hosted a thoroughly 
enjoyable lecture on the 
"PAINTED l...{:,DIES" fo und 
throughout the United St a tes . 
/~uthor·s Michael Larsen and 
Elizabeth Pomada treated the 
audi~?r~1 Cf.?. tD a visual potpourrj 
nf enthusi2!c:tically painted 
Vi ctc:w i. an hc;u sc•s from al I 
corners of this nation. 
/:\ucli enr:P n,emb e,rs then enjoy1,xJ a 
ve rit able "spre a d" of bread s , 
cheeses, light hor s d'ouv res 
and wines beautifull y presented 
h1/ Lori Chandler of the 
Het- i t,:;.ge Park Bc'! d ~, Br"eakfast. 

As tt1e eve ning cor\cluded, 
Elizabeth a nd Michael 
graciously chatte d with 
aucli ,?.n c:e me mbr2rs. and signed 
copies of t h e book, DAUGHTERS 
OF PAINTED LADIES. 

ErnH□ currPntly has a few signed 
copies of the boo~ available 
for PLJrch ase. The price, 
including t ax , is $17.00. 
Please call the office, 297 -
9327, for details. 
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