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National Preservation Week, May 13-19 

PEOPLE· IN· PRESER\7dTION 
AlJJJ\RD5 DINNER f\All 16 

SOHO'S SECOND ANNUAL People in Preser
vation Awards Dinner will be held on Wednesday, 
May 16, 1984 at The Abbey Restaurant, located 
at 2825 Fifth Avenue (Fifth & Olive). The dinner 
is held to highlight the presentation of the 
judges' choices to honor people who have made 
extraordinary contributions to the preservation 
movement in San Diego and to make the public aware 
of the major contributions historic buildings and 
districts are making to the prosperity of America's 
cities and towns. 

The awards dinner will be held during National 
Preservation Week, May 13-19. The theme this year is 
"Preservation is Taking Care of America." The 
categories for awards are : 

I. Restoration 

a. Residential (single family or multi-unit) 

b. Commercial 

c. Institutional (churches , service organizations, non
profits, etc.) 

II. Maintenance of Significant or Historical Buildings 

a. Residential 

b. Commercial 

c. Institutional 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Coronado Preservation Reviewed ... pp.4-5 

• Davis House Moved To Gaslamp ... pp.6-7 

• Santee Polo Barn .................... p. 7 

III. Neighborhood Preservation Efforts 

Nominations in the first two categories must be for 
structures at least 50 years old and within San Diego 
county. Any style structure will be considered. Nomina
tions of single-family residential dwellings where 
owners have done most of the work on a restora-
tion job arc especially encouraged. The homes of those 
awarded in the first category will be included on a 
SOHO -spon sored tour scheduled for Sunday after 
noon: May 20. 

The deadline for nominations was March 26, but if 
you would like to nominate ;:i. late entry, please contact 
the SOHO office at 297-9327. 

The dinner will be $16 per person. No-host cocktails 
will start at 6:30 p.m., and dinner will be served at 
7:00 p.m. Deadline for reservations is Monday, May 14. 

RESERVATION FORM 

Enclosed is my check for the People in Preservation 
Awards Dinner, May 16, 1984, $16.00 per person. 
Name(s): __________________ _ 

Address: __________________ _ 

Phone: __________________ _ 

Mail To: People in Preservation, SOHO, P.O. Box 3571, 
San Diego, CA 92103. 



Dr. & Mrs. Ernest]. Grosso 
William Bornhorst 

Sharon Haven 
Virginia D. Lee 

Carol Mendel 
Cynthia S. Ming 

Bob Jagla 
Russell T. Peck 
Park F. & Jean Wollam Jane Orbom 

Sandra Phelps 
Judith Hunter 
Susan K. Skala 

Bob Waller & Penny Wing 
Mr. & Mrs. Kurth H. Barnes 
Karle B. Meyer Family 
Mary E. Farrington Sharon Schneider 
Sharon L. Nelson 

DDDRTIDDS 
David Goldberg 
Salvador R. Vasques, III 

Marguerite L. Zerbe 
Betty Fraser 

(A donation to SOHO makes a wonderful birthday, 
anniversary, or general gift. You may designate which 
particular project your donation will go. Donations are 
tax-d educti ble.) 

REFLECTIONS 
Nancy Roberts & Judy McCutcheon Co-Editors 

Mary Jor almon 
Gwen McFarland 
Michael Sullivan 
Bruce Herm s 
David Goldberg 
Nancy Rob erts .. 

Michael Sullivan 
Mary Joralmon 
Bill Bolen 

Gwen McFarland 
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Cathy Grigsby 
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Executive Vice Prf'sident 
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Trrnsurer 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
(Two Year Term) 
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(One Year Tnm) 
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Paula Stober 
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Save Our Heritage Organisation 
P.O. Box 3571, San Dil'140. California 92103 

619 297-9327 

Thl' SOI 10 rn·wslt'ttl'f, Rr•flfl tio11.1, i, p11blishl'U 1110111hly. Lett(·ts lo thl' 
editor and contributions arl' wdco11H·. 

Dt'adlinl' is thl' 15th ol l'ach month prior to p11hlica1ion. 
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' S·O·H·O 

Ms. Mary Joralmon, President 
Save Our Heritage Organisation 

Dear Mary: 

f 

Thank you for your letter expressing SOHO's 
position on the Halprin proposal for Horton Plaza. 

Your recommendations are logi cal, sensitive, and 
appropriate to the development. Horton Plaza Park 
revitalization shou ld be viewed as an opportunit .y, not 
as an unsavory obstacle. 

- By copy f th-is let-ter,- 1 am expressing my support of 
your position to the Mayor and Executive Vice 
President of CCDC. 

Sincerely, 

BILL MITCHELL 
Councilman, First District 
City of San Diego 

SETBACK FOR OLD HOUSE 
Developers trying to save the oldest residence in El 

Cajon hav e lost a bidding war for the surplus city 
property where they had wanted to put the restored 
house . 

Attorney William Fischbeck had planned to put 
$ 110,000 into moving the 115 year old Isaac 
Lankershim house to Lexington and Van Houton 
Avenues, near the city's downtown redevelopment area. 

The Lankershim residence on Trenton Street will 
hav e to be demolished soon to make way for 
condominiums. 

Fischbeck bid $ 18,400 for the small parcel of city 
property, But Carol Smelko Jr., an apartment owner in 
El Cajon, came in with an $ 18,675 offer to become 
high bidder. 

The council accepted Smelko's high bid by a 3-2 
vote, with Mayor John Reber and Ja ck Hanson voting 
against using the sealed-bid process. 
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' S·O·H·O 

Ms. Mary Joralmon, President 
Save Our Heritage Organisation 

Dear Mary: 

f 

Thank you for your lett er expressing SOHO's 
position on the Halprin proposal for Horton Plaza. 

Your recomm endations are logi cal, sensitiv e, and 
approp riate to the development. Horton Plaza Park 
revitalization should be viewed as an opportunity, nol 
as an unsavory obstacle. 

By copy-of th-is let-te-F, I am expressing my support of 
your position to the Mayor and Executive Vice 
President of CCDC. 

Sincerely, 

BILL MITCHELL 
Councilman, First District 
City of San Diego 

SETBACK FOR OLD HOUSE 
Develop ers trying to save the oldest residence in El 

Cajon hav e losl a bidding war for the surplus city 
property where they had wanted to put lhe restored 
house . 

Attorney William Fischbeck had planned to put 
$110,000 into moving the 115 year old Isaac 
Lank ershim house to Lexington and Van Houton 
Avenues, near the city's downtown redevelopment area . 

The Lankershim residenc e on Trenton Street will 
have to be demolished soon to make way for 
condominiums. 

Fischbeck bid $18,400 for the sma ll parcel of city 
property, But Caro l Smelko Jr., an apartment owner in 
El Cajon, came in with an $18,675 offer to become 
high bidder. 

The council accepted Smelko's high bid by a 3-2 
vote, wi th Mayor John Reber and Jack Hanson voting 
against using the sealed-bid process. 



Coronado 'Preservation in Progress' Wor1 

It was a beautiful sunny day on Sund ay, March 18 in 
Coronado. The shining surf could be seen out of every 
window of the lovely Irving Gill --design ed Thompson 
House for the SOHO -sponsored Preservation in 
Progress workshop. The Suros were wonderful hosts 
and it seems that everyone got some special 
information from the many craftspersons on hand. 

Tina Hallen demonstrates floor laying 

This was a new concept for SOHO and many were 
there working to make it a success. Barbara and Hal 
Hallen headed up the hosting, the Harris Evans' 
manned the door, and Alice Rowe kept the crowds 
moving. Gwen McFarland furnished the special food, 
featuring the largest strawberries ever seen. 

Kiki Henry demon strat es stenciling in the kit chen area 

Jamie Easly demonstr 

page 4 



(Shop- -Another Successful S·O·H·O Event 

We would lik e to expr ess a very special thanks to a ll 
the expert craftspersons who gave so freely of th eir 
tim e: Kiki Henry, stencil expert , Tina Hallen, 
carp entr ess, Larry O'Dell, Joan and Jamie Easly, and 
Jody Rogers. Carol Greentree also sent information on 
restoring an histori cal garden, particularly Irving 
Gill's. Booklets on this subject are available in the 
SOHO office in Heritage Park . 

Gar den Refreshments 

tes furnitur e refinishing 

After the refreshment break, Marie Lia took us next 
door to the Livingston house and introduced us to th e 
new own ers, Chris and Francie Mortenson, who 
explained th eir big move and restoration plans. 

Photos By Mary Joralmon 

Larry O'Dell demo nstrate s wallpaper removal 

Thanks to everyone who brought this informativ e, 
educational and fun event togeth er! 
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Oldest Survivor of 'New 
Town' to Become Showplace 

By Gina Lubrano 
R eprinted Court esy of th e San Diego Union 

By next July it should be a showpl ace in a park, but 
yesterday _the 134-year-old Willi am Hea th Davi s hous e 
looked old and tir ed as it was mov ed from 227 11th 
Avenu e to Fourth and Island Avenu es. 

Looking forlorn, with brok en windows and torn 
screens , mi ssing its attic and two chimn eys, the hou se 
made slow progr ess to Fourth and Island wh ere it 
eventually will be pl aced on a new foundation at 410 
Island. Onc e it is restor ed , th e building will be used as 
a mu seum and headquart ers for the San Diego 
Gaslamp Quarter Council. 

photo by Mary Jora lmon 

William H eath Davis Ho use 

Th e pr efabric ated hou se, with eight main rooms and 
two in the a ttic, was put togeth er by Willi am Hea th 
Davis from mat erial s shipp ed to San Diego from 
Main e. Although wood for 14 hou ses was brought 
around the Cape by the brig Cyb ele to San Diego , th e 
Davi s house is the only rema ining structur e of that lot. 
It a lso is th e old est exi sting hou se from th e San Diego 
area known as New Town. 

Davis, a wealthy San Fran cisco merchant and a sea 
capt ain, att empt ed to start New T own near the 
waterfront in 1850, but failed beca use of hi s timing . 
Eight een years lat er, Alonzo Horton mov ed into wh at 
is now known as th e Davis hou se and succeeded wh ere 
Davis failed. 

Th e hou se originall y was on a lot a t Market and 
Stat e Streets. It was mov ed to 11th in 1873. At its new 
resting pl ace at Fourth and Island , the Davis hou se 
will be in a park with cobbl eston es and bri ck 
sidewa lks. T he entir e proj ect will cos t $747,000, 
acco rding to Walt Bord en, a cit y emp loyee wh o is 
proj ect manage r for publi c imp rove ment s in the 
Ga slamp Qu arter. 
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Rob ert Oswald , who pu rcha sed the land occupied by 
th e house , turn ed the buildin g over to the c ity in 
acco rdance with an ag reement with th e form er own er, 
Esther Lanuz a. She, in turn , was a biding by th e wishes 
of the man who left it to her, George H. Deyo, wh ose 
adopted family obtain ed the hom e in 1902. Deyo di ed 
in 1977 at the age of 82. 

On March 7, Edward Lanuza, Esth er' s husb and, who 
in turn wa s taken in by Deyo and mov ed into the 
hous e in 1937 wh en he was 17, wat ched as mov ers 
struggled to manu ever the hous e into pl ace. L anuza 
married in 1942 and lived in the hous e off and on until 
1980. 

Th e Davis hou se will get an add ed conv eni ence in its 
new life. It will be wir ed for electri city . Whil e Lanu za 
lived in it , there was only gas light. 

Deyo, a singl e man all his life, was lik e a foster 
uncl e to Lanuz a. He took an int erest in the boy wh en 
h e saw him running in th e streets. 

"D eyo was a will-o '-th e-wi sp guy ," Lanu za said 
about his benefactor. " I was not exac tly abandon ed . 
Most of the time, I was out in the street, pl ay in g 
gam es." And hooky. 

His first encounter with Deyo came wh en he begged 
him for a ni ckel to go to a western movi e. Deyo 
app arently thou ght he was an orph an and gave him a 
qu arter. Th a t was the begi nnin g of a close relat ionship 
that lasted until Deyo's death . 

La nu za reca lled Deyo's kindn ess and strictn ess. He 
a lso reca lled ghos tly event s a t the house th at made hi m 
un easy . Deyo kept the ashes of hi s foster parent s in th e 
house, and Lanu za specul ated that may have been 
respon sibl e for th e eerie event s in th e house. 

La nuza recall s the light s goin g on and off by 
th emselves. "G aslight s don ' t go on and o ff with out a 
ma tch," he said . H e also told of hea rin g loud no ises. 
Deyo, he said , explain ed the light s by sayin g it was th e 
wind and th e noi ses by saying th e hous e was old. 
Lanuza is not so sur e. 

Wh en Deyo died, he left in stru ction s for hi s ashes to 
be scattered at sea. Th e Lanuz as thought it was tim e to 
scatt er all th e ashes. Th e stra nge noi ses and the lights 
going off and on stopp ed. 

Th e Lanuza s reared thr ee childr en in the hou se. 
Even without electricity, they were able to have 
television--batt ery pow ered television. 

" It was a littl e rou gh livin g without electri city, " said 
L anuza, who now lives in a Nation al Cit y apartm ent. 

But his daught er, Hop e Simpson , said she took it in 
strid e. "You got used to it wh en you were a kid, " she 
sa id. 

In its new loca tion , the hous e will be leased to the 
Gas lamp Qu arter Found a tion . Th e basement will be a 
community meetin g room . Th e ma in floor will house 
a mu seum , and th e second floor will have offices for 
th e Gaslamp Coun cil. rrmt i," '" " " " fJf/g, 7 T 



At prl'S('nt , the condi tion of th e house " is no t very 
good," :,aid Marie Li a, vice pr es ident of th C' Gas lamp 
Q ua rter Found a tion . T he wor k th at is p lann_ed on th e 
stru ctur e is goin g to make it "a rea lly usable publi c 
huildin g for a no ther I 00 year s." 

Bord en said it has not been determin ed how mu ch th e 
annu al lease will be. He sa id $1 I 0,000 of the $717,000 
proj ect will be spent on movin g th e hous e, restoring it, 
and buildin g the basement. About $210,000 is for land 
acqui siti on ; $10,000 to $60,000 will be spe n t on the 
pa rk, and th e remaind er of the money will be for 
admini stra tive cos ts and contin gencies. 

Money for the p roject is bein g prov ided by th e 
Juni or Leag ue o f San Diego; the San Diego 
Communit y Found a tion Lloyd & Il se Ru occo Fund , 
and th e Cit y of San Diego . Dona tion s made to the 
Gas lamp Qu arter Found a tion will be used for 
refurbi shin g the int erior of the buildin g . Furnitur e 
from th e 1880's will be used in th e buildin g . Lanuza 
said he and hi s wife offered to sell the origin a l 
furnitu re from th e house to the cit y, bu t the city 
refused, saying it was not in the antiqu e furnitur e 
bu sin ess. Lanu za then cont acted an a ntiqu e dea ler and 
ma de hi s sal e. 

Editor 's Not e: Please ref er to th e March, 1984 
R efl ectio ns issue for information regardin g donatin g 
articles for restoratio n of the William H eath Dav is 
hou se. 

Santee Polo Barn Links 
Past With Future 

Rep rint ed Courtesy of San Diego T ribun e 
By Vern Gr iffin 

Some ob servers mi ght say th at th e 71 year o ld po lo barn 
in Sant ee is for the bird s. After all , the und erside o f th e 
eaves of the thr ee-story structu re is covered with swallow s' 
nests. T he barn, however, is more than an attra ctive 
nui san ce. 

Harri ette Wade, pr esident of th e Santee Hi storical 
Society, cont end s it is on e of the city' s old est and 
bestkept landm ark s, and the city is askin g the 
sta te if it can have th e stru ctur e, built in 1913, pl aced 
on the Nation a l Register of Histori cal Sites. 

Rick Alexand er, a senior pl ann er for th e San Diego 
Association of Government s, whi ch is prep aring the city 's 
appli cation , hand-d elivered the city 's requ est to Sacra
mento on Wedn esday, Febru ary 8th. 

"T he pr eservation of the barn certa inly is on e of th e 
mo st import ant hi storical proj ects in the city ," sa id 
Sant ee Mayor Jan Clauss en, who initi a ted a city resolu-

1 tion seeking la ndm ark statu s for th e polo barn. "So many 
hi sto rical building s in the city hav e heen destroy ed, and 
thi s one mu st not be a llow ed to be demoli shed. We mu st 
pr eserve it at a ll costs." 

Th e buildin g curr entl y is used for storage as a 
sup pl y wa rehouse for the count y's Edgemoor Ge ria tri c 
H ospit al a t 9064 Edgemo or Driv e in Sant ee. 

Th e 90 by 30 foot stru ctur e is 44 feet high , with th e 
traditional look of a large barn with the distinctive 
Dutch gambr el roof. Its three stories includ e large twin 
cupolas on the ridg e of the roof , which serve as ventil a tors. 
A hor se-and-arrow weath er vane is perched on the roof. 

Wad e, who ha s spent many hours researching th e barn 
and ta lking to old-tim ers who remember it s beginnings, 
said the pr esent wea ther vane isn't the original one . In 
fact, she recently recover ed the barn's original vane with 
the int ention of preserving it as part of the city's history . 

As interesting as the design of the barn is the function it 
has served over the years. Th e Edg emoor land originally 
was part of a Spani sh land grant to Mari a Antonio 
Estudillo, with parts of it sold off in th e 1870's. One of 
the pur cha sers was George Cowles, who had been presi
dent of the New York Cotton Exch ang e. 

Record s show Cowles died in 1890, leavi ng wh at be
came the Edgemoo r prop erty to hi s wif e, wh o la ter 
ma rri ed Milton Sant ee for whom the city was named. 

In 1913, the property ca me under th e ownership of 
Wa lter Dup ee of Coron ado, a noted polo player who had 
becom e captain of the Coronado polo team in 1909. 
He bought Edgemoor Farm s from H.D. and Ell a 
William son and began to transform it from a dairy farm to 
a pony farm . According to records, he completed his pro
ject on July 19, 1913. 

Hi s polo ponies were shipp ed far and wide for playin g, 
local historians said , and over the next few years, Dup ee 
built hi s country hom e on the farms and develop ed a na t
tional priz e-winning dairy operation there. 

In 1921, the land was sold by the Dupe e family. It 
continu ed as a farming op era tion , but la ter was sold to th e 
county . Th e barn remain ed a livestock facility until 1953. 

Designer Showcase 
6'RJL 28 Ju st A R emind er 

fl . Saturday, at l:00p.m . 

Sin ce th e Fairb anks Ranch is still an exclusiv e area , 
access to the man sion will be provid ed by shuttl e bu ses 
from the Del Mar fairground s. Cost of th e tour, including 
bu s transportation from the fairground s, will be $7 for 
SOHO memb ers and $8 for non-m emb ers. Be sur e to make 
your reservation early by mailing the reservation form and 
your check to : SOHO Designer Show case Tour , P .O. Box 
3571, San Diego, CA 92103. 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Please reserve_ spa ces for the following person(s) for th e 
SOHO Design er Show case Tour on April 28, at I p.m. 

$7 memb ers 

Nam e: 

Addre ss: 

Phon e: 

$8 non -memb ers 
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{}lJR~,-~emeeR/HIP FORm 
- ~'R) MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIE S 

SOHO depends upon member ship dues, 
contributions, and fund raising activities 
to support our restoration / pres ervation 
expenses. Members receive the monthly 
SOHO newsletter and invit ation s to 
special events. Gift membership s are 
available and we will send th e 
recipi ent a card in your nam e 
announcing the gift. Membership s 
and donations are tax dedu ctibl e. 
Please join us ! 

P.O. Box 3571 
San Diego, CA 92103 

Addr ess Corr ection Req uestcd 
Return Post age Guarante ed 

-~/t . .b_ Benefactor .......... . .. $1,000 
~i·\~ Patron .................. $100 
~~ Corporate ................ $50 

~ Prof essional .............. $30 
~ Family ................... $20 
~ Singl e .................... $15 
~'l!,~i:J/ Donation .............. ,$ __ 

Please compl ete and return to : 
SAVE OUR HERITAGE ORGANISATIO N 
Post Office Box 3571 
San Diego, CA 92103 

NAME: _____________________________ _ 

ADDRESS : ------------------------

CITY & ZIP:-------------------------

PHONE: ---------------------------

ANY DONATION IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE. SOHO is exempt from Federal In com e T ax 
und er Section 50l( c)(3) of th e Int ernal Revenu e Cod e and has been classified by the I.R .S. as a 
charit able, edu cational organization . 

NONPROFI T ORG. 

U.S. PO STAGE 

PAID 
SAN DIEGO, CALI F. 

PERMI T NO. 984 
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