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CCDC 1\ECONSIDEKS TKOfOSXL 
TOK CONVENTION CENTEK 

7\T 'EL COKTEZ JITf 
San Diego's Centre City Develop

ment Corp. (CCDC) is actively negoti
ating with El Cortez Associates about 
building a new convention center at 
the site of the El Cortez Center, the 
Los Angeles Times (1-5-83) reports. 

Proposals by El Cortez Assosciates 
for a 450,000-square-foot convention 
center on the property bordered by 6th 
Avenue, Cedar Street, California 163 
and Ash Street are considered more like
ly after a cool response from the San 
Diego Port District to a proposal by 
Torrey Enterprises for a waterfront lo
cation convention center. Torrey Enter
prises has proposed that the Port Dis
trict build a $104-million convention 
center and parking garage at Navy Field, 
adjacent to a hotel being built by the 
firm. 

Navy Field, south of Seaport Village, 
was listed as the first choice site in 

'--""a November CCDC report; Lane Field, at 
the foot of Broadway, was listed as se
cond choice, with the El Cortez site 
third. 

El Cortez Associates has proposed 
two plans for a convention center: one 
costing $43 million and a "low-budget" 
center costing $22 million, the Times 
article states. Under their plans, El 
Cortez Associates would build the conven
tion center and lease it back to the city. 
Some existing facilities on the property 
would remain, but most, including the 55-
year-old high-rise, would be demolished. 

The El Cortez financial plan has al
ways been considered more attractive than 
other proposals because little public mo
ney is involved. Current negotiations 
between CCDC and El Cortez Associates are 
likely to cover earlier differences regard
ing the size of the exhibit hall and separ
ation of the convention center from an ad
jacent hotel. 
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SOHO was founded as an activist, 
involvement-oriented preservation organi
zation; we have lots of success es to show 
for our efforts. The task of saving the 
best of San Diego's past, and creating an 
environment worth passing on to future 
generations, is an endless one. 

James Britton II demonstrated how one 
person can influence the course of city 
history for the better. As members of 
SOHO, we can combine our energies to do 
the same--that is our challenge. 

The public needs education regarding 
the values of good planning which incorpo
rates worthwhile preservation. Political 

(continued on page 7) 
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new members 
Lucile Jenkins 
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David W. Ryan 

DDDITIDDS 
Bruce & Pat Fischer 

Mr. & Mrs. James W. Neel 

-

eHuEnDHR 
STITCHERY GUILD EXHIBIT 
Friday, February 4 6-10 pm 
Visual Dimensions, 415 Market St. 
(see article on p. 6) 

FORT GUIJARROS EXHIBIT 
Thursday, February 10 ... 
County Admin. Center Rotunda 
Pacific Highway 
(see News Briefs, p. 3) 

POLITICAL ACTIVISM WORKSHOP (FREE) 
Thursday, February 10 7-10 pm 
Natural History Museum 
Balboa Park 
(see article, p. 4) 

HISTORIC SITES BOARD 
Wednesday, February 23 1:30 pm 
Fifth Floor Conference Room 
City Admin. Building 
202 C Street 

DESIGNERS SHOWCASE EMPTY HOUSE PARTY 
Friday, February 25 6:30-9:30 pm 
Del Mar Castle 
(see article, p. 3) 



DIIDS brials ■ ■ ■ 
FORT GUIJARROS EXHIBIT TO OPEN 

Beginning February 10, 1983, and 
'----" running at least through the end of 

March, the County of San Diego will 
host an exhibition of materials about 
the archaeological excavation of the 
ruins of Fort Guijarros. 

The fort was built on Ballast 
Point, guarding the entrance to San 
Diego Bay from 1797 until its abandon
ment in the mid-1830's. The remains 
were buried during modern military 
construc t ion after the turn of this 
century. 

The exhibit will be located in 
the Rotunda of the County Administra
tion Cent er on Pacific Highway. The 
exhibit wa s designed and constructed 
by the San Diego Count y Archaeological 
Socie t y f or t he 1982 Southe rn Califo r
n ia Expos it io n a t Del Ma r, where it 
was awarde d a Bl ue Ri bb on . The panel s 
of th e exhibit tr ace th e r esea r ch pr o
ce ss through whi ch t he r emai ns of th e 
for t wer e re locat ed, de scr i be t he ar -

.....__,, ch aeological ex c avation in itiated in 
198 1 , and includ e ac tua l ar t i fa cts re 
cove r ed from the di g. 

RESCUE MI SSI ON WILL LEAVE GASLAMP QTR 

The Ci t y Rescue Mission will be 
mov ing fro m its con tr oversi al lo cation 
in the Gaslamp Quarter t o a new bui ld
ing to be bu i lt a t 12th and J st r eets, 
ac cording t o a r ec ent a rtic l e i n t he 
Los Ange le s Time s . 

Dan Pea r s on, a Gasla mp Quart e r 
Counc i l member, call ed t he move a good 
one for those invo l ved, the article 
said. Profits from the sa l e of t he 
old mission will allow for a new and 
larger faci l ity to be built . The 
present building provides temporary 
lodging for up to 94 pe ople, while 
the new mission is expected to aid 
300 to 400 people a day . 

The relocation is expected to 
"----"boost the image of the Gaslamp Quarter, 

which has been perceived as a haven for 
transie n ts. 

SAN DIEGO AIA PROGRAMS UNDERWAY 

Under the series title "Si xpak," 
the San Diego Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects is presenting 
monthly programs on current issues in 
architectural design and the allied 
arts. The programs began in January 
and will continue through June . 

The next program will begin at 
7:00 p.m. on February 17, 1983 , at the 
Cafe Del Rey Moro in Balboa Park, with 
a no-host bar at 6:30 p.m . Admission 
is $5 for students, $8 for AIA members 
and $9 for non-members. 

This month ' s prog r am will feature 
Walter Costa , AIA, a senio r partner of 
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, and dir ecto r 
of that firm's San Francisco office . 

DESIGNERS SHOWCASE 

Empty House Party 

Set for February 25th 

The Empty House Party f or the 1983 
Designers Showca s e will take place from 
6:30 p.m. t o 9:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb
ru ary 25, at t he Del Mar Ca stle. The 
ca st le overl ooks t he race track in Del 
Mar, an d was des igne d by arc hi te c t 
Ri cha rd Requ a. 

The Empty House Party is open to 
everyone, with a $7. 50 donation payable 
at the door. Partygoers will be able 
to preview t he 10th Annual Designers 
Showcase house bef ore the home is de
corated by parti c ipating members of the 
American Society of Interior Designers, 
in cooperation with the American Society 
of Landscape Architects, San Diego Chap
ter. The party will have a medieval 
theme, with costumes optional. Please 
contact the San Diego Historical Society 
for additional information. 
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How to Influence 
Your Legislator! 

A three-hour, no-fee workshop on 
political activism will be presented on 
Thursday evening, February 10th, from 
7-10 p.m. in the auditorium of the 
Natural History Museum, Balboa Park. 

The program is sponsored by the 
Clean Air Coalition, which includes the 
Audobon Society, American Association 
of University Women, California Native 
Plant Society, Friends of the Earth, 
Common Cause, League of Women Voters, 
the Sierra Club , Citizens Coordinate 
for Century 3 and the Group Against 
Smoking Pollution. Its purpose is to 
inform and motivate the public to be
come more actively involved in environ
mental issues, but the methods are ap
plicable to any issues we may wish to 
support and promote. 

Huey Johnson, former Secretary of 
Resources for the State of California, 
and John Hobbs, Professor of Political 
Science at SDSU, will be the main 
speakers. The League of Women Voters 
will give a demonstration of a citizen 
interviewing a legislator, and a Letter 
Writing and Interviewing Kit will be 
available for 25¢. 

For furth er information call Jay 
Powell at the Sierra Club (233-7145) 
or Ruth Duemler (461-7400). 

REPRESENTATIVES 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
COUNCIL 
202 C St., San Diego, CA 92101 
City Clerk ..•......••.••...•.•• 236-6420 
General Information •.•.•••••... 236-6440 __,, 

1st District-Bill Mitchell ••••• 236-6611 

2nd District-Bill Cleator •..•.. 236-6622 

3rd District-Susan Golding •.•.. 236-6633 

4th District-William Jones .•••• 236-6644 

5th District-Ed Struiksma ••••.. 236-6655 

6th District-Mike Gotch .....••. 236-6616 

7th District-Dick Murphy •.•.•.. 236-6677 

8th District-Waldo Martinez •••• 236-6688 

COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
1600 Pacific Hwy, San Diego, CA 92101 
Clerk of the Board ..•..•.•••••. 236-2321 
General Information .•......••.. 236-2291 

1st District-Tom Hamilton ••.••• 236-2249 

2nd District-Paul Fordem ..•.••• 236-2260 

3rd District-Roger Hedgecock ••. 236-2271 

4th District-Leon Williams •...• 236-4444 

5th District-Paul Eckert, Chairman •••.. 
236-2293 

IN MEMORY - JAMES BRITTON 
SOHO notes with regret the passing 

of a friend --James Britton II. For more 
than 30 years he contributed perceptive 
observations on architecture and plan
ning, and improved public awareness of 
good design principles. 

Mr. Britton died at the age of 67 
on January 3, 1983. He had been recu
perating at home following hosp ita l i z
ation for a heart att a ck l ast November. 

Mr . Br it ton had lived in San Diego 
since 1948 and contributed articles on 
architectural criticism to various pub-
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lications here and around the country. 
Since 1978, he had written a weekly col
umn in The San Diego Union Sunday Homes 
and Building section. 

As a visionary and forerunner 
of the environmental movement here , 
Mr. Bri t ton loved San Diego and was 
dedic a t ed to ex ce ll ence. He f avo r ed 
t h e h istoric preserva tio n of old er 
neigh borhoods, and a ble nd of t he 
old and new in the city. His comment
ary on urban design will serve as a 
timeless legacy to San Diego . 



CALIFORNJA. GJIERITA{jE 

c:rAS/( 'PORCE 

The California Heritage Task Force, 
formed by recent legislation to have a 
major impact on preservation policy in 
the state, has issued its Draft Policy 
Statement, which is reprinted below. 
The Task Force is seeking public input 
and contributions, especially from SOHO 
members. Our regional member of the 
Task Force is Paul G. Chace, 1823 
Kenora Drive, Escondido, CA 92027, 
telephone 743-8609. 

DRAFT POLICY STATEMENT 
CALIFORNIA HERITAGE TASK FORCE 

The Legislature has created the 
qeri ta ge Task Force with a mandate to 
.ecommend policies, programs and legis

lation fo r the preservation and enhance
ment of Cali f or nia's architectural, 
cultural and h i storic r esources. The 
Heritage Task Force wi ll commence its 
one year task in January 1983. 

Why is this ambitious effort 
needed? The Legislature has recognized 
that a growing consensus for the pre
servation of historically, architec
turally and culturally important proper
ties has not yet pro duced a satisfactory 
set of overall policies and programs 
for achieving the goal of conserving 
our heritage. 

California has created various he r
itage preservation measures , but the 
leg i slature recognizes that the State 
must initiate a more comprehensive pro
gram . The Sta te should foster cond i tions 
under whi ch our modern socie ty an d our 
hist oric resour ce s can ex i st in pr oduc-

ive harmony. Additional encouragement 
--co organizations and individuals under

taking preservat i on by private means 
must be provided. Heritage awareness 
should be increased among all Californians. 

To meet the mandate of the Legis
lature, the Heritage Task Force is com
mitted to the following: 

POLICY. To strike a balance between 
the ultimate ideal and a realistic assess
ment of what is possible considering 
economic, political and social constraints 
and to work towards a consensus on its 
recommendations. 

PROCESS. The Heritage Task Force 
will provide a public forum reaching out 
to California's diverse private, public, 
ethnic and cultural interests, in order 
to encourage active participation in 
the formulation of a blueprint for pre
servation of California's heritage. 
Each of the 16 members of the Heritage 
Task Force will actively solicit the 
views of constituencies represented. 
The Heritage Task Force will work in 
subcommittees consisting of both Heritage 
Task Force members and others, will de
velop a draft report, and will hold 
public hearings. It will carefully com
municate its goals, activities and 
recommendations to insure the greatest 
possible degree of public support. 
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by Claire Kaplan 

Untitled as yet, a book concerning 
the history, past and present, of the 
San Diego Rowing Club (to be published 
this summer) is in the process of being 
written by a SOHO past-president PAT 
SCHAELCHLIN of La Jolla. Due to the 
many efforts of the group led by Pat, 
the Rowing Club was saved from demo
lition in 1981. It is now being re
stored by the Chart House to be used as 
a restaurant, opening in early summer. 

Working hand-in-hand with CAROL 
LINDEMULDER, President of the "Save 
the Coaster Committee," is SALLY JOHNS, 
the new curator of the old Mission 
Beach area museum. A book is also in 
the offing on how the amusement parks 
relate to the historical development of 
our beach communities. Emphasis will 
be placed on the roller coaster in San 
Diego and others in various parts of 
the United States. Memorabilia per
taining to old Mission Beach Park in 
the 1920's, 30's and 40's, that era 
when the Mission Beach Ball Room, 
Plunge and Fun Zone were in their 
prime, will be in the collection. Any
thing that can be donated (and is dated) 
will be appreciated by Sally. Please 
search through your old scrapbooks, 
photo albums, etc. for any mementos 
that would display the old buildings 
"the way they were . " Call the SOHO 
office (297-9327) and leave word, and 
we' ll get in touch with you. 
............... 

SOHO's BETTY SMITH, author of the 
Sue-Lou stories for Children, has been 
elected treasurer of the San Diego 
Writers/Editors Guild . Bett y, a volun
teer at the SOHO Cott age in Heritage 
Park, is in charge of recruit ing and 
trainin g other volunteers. If you are 
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interested in serving in that capacity 
(and we are always in need of volunteers), 
please call Betty at 449-0968. She will 
look forward to hearing from you and in
troducing you to the many activities of 
SOHO -- past, present and future. 

Hallmark uses the slogan "when you 
care enough to send the very best," but 
I beg to differ. If you really want to 
do it in style, remember others with a 
greeting on a SOHO card. We have a fine 
stock of note cards with Victorian hous
es on the front, stating on the back that 
a contribution has been made to the Save 
Our Heritage Organisation. If you have 
someone you would like to have us send a 
card to (in honor of any occasion), 
please send your donation, from $2 to 
$2-million, or whatever fancy strikes 
you. Our "Thank You Volun_t:_eer," LEE 
DOUGLAS, will attend to the rest. Kind
ly send your check to SOHO, Box 3571, 
San Diego, CA 92103; state the recipient ' s 
name, address, and your name. Also, list 
the occasion for which it is being sent 
and the date you wish it sent. If you 
wish to designate any specific project 
for you r donation, you may list that, too. 
We are raising funds for a Gazebo Band
stand in Heritage Park, and we know you .._,,, 
would like to get the ball rolling ..• 
not tomorrow, but today! 

Stitchery Guild 
Holds Show 
in Gaslamp Quarter 

Members of the San Diego Creative 
Stitchery Guild will hold their first 
juried show in Downtown's historic Gas
lamp Quarter. The theme of the exhibi
tion will be "San Diego History." 

The exhibition will open with a re
ception Friday, February 4, from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m., at Visual Dimensions, 415 
Market Street. From February 5-14, the 
pieces selected by the jurors will be ex
hibited at several other locations 
throughout t he Gaslamp Quarter, includ
ing: Anderson's Too Bakery , 802 Fifth 
Avenue; Gaslamp Trolley Restaurant, 329 
Market Street; and the Mercantile, 818 
Fifth Avenue . 



eoneERGS 
HGGnE 
UIIJIJH 

Sunday afterno on concerts, co-sp on
sored by the San Diego Hi sto rical Soc i e ty 
and the Musi c Perfo r mance Tr ust Fund, are 
presented t he f i r s t Sunda y of ea ch mon t h. 
The concert s are hel d alter nate ly at t he 
Vi l la Montezuma , a restored Vic t orian 
ho use museum loc a ted at 1925 K Street, 
and the Ser ra Museum in Presidio Park. 
The concerts are open to the public and 
there is no admission charge. The re
vised schedule is as follows: 

February 6 
2 : 00 p.m. 
Villa Montezuma 

March 6 
3:00 p.m . 
Serra Museum 

Apr il 3 
3:00 p.m. 
Vil la Montezuma 

Opus II duo with 
Karen Victor (oboe) & 
Gre gg Nestor (guitar) 

Tom & Jeannine Barkley 
(classical guitar) 

Marc Dresser (double 
ba ss) 

For fur th er information call the 
Villa Mont ezuma (239 - 2211) or the Serra 
Museum (297-3258) . 

CITY TO SHARE 
IN PROFITS FROM 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 

The premi er i ssu e of AEGIS, a pr e
serv a ti on- orient ed newsle tte r fr om 
Clar emont, CA, notes t hat in exchang e 
for aiding the devel opment of Hort on 
Plaza downtown, San Dieg o wil l r ece ive 
1ot only property and sales taxes, but 
10 percen t on the rental income above 
the base rent for 50 years and 31 per
cent of the parking revenue. 

PIESEIVRTIUD 
PR!S 

An interesting way to preserve 
historic houses is to buy , restore , 
rent, and then sell, according to a 
recent article in AEGIS (P . O. Box 637, 
Claremont , CA 917l~Th e ar t ic le re
calls an in terv ie w in His t or ic Pre s er
vatio n wit h Ca th er i ne Davis. Mrs. 
Davis or ga n i zes gr oups of li mi ted part
ne r s, ea ch of whom in vest s up to 
$10,000 and then shares in ben ef its 
derived from tax c r edi t s and fas t re
covery methods available when income
producing property is rehabilitated. 

The owners restore mostly large 
houses, which are rented to people in
terested in group living. After five 
years of renting, restored properti e s 
are sold; most of the tax benefi t s have 
been captured by then. This method re
sults in net gains for Mrs. Davis and 
the investors, for the city, and for 
the neighborhood. 

Urban Conservation Report (11-15-
82) reported on another possible way 
for preservation to pay. Buyers of 
commercial condominiums in a rehabili
tated building may claim the rehab tax 
credit if the units are acquired before 
being placed in service, according t o 
an IRS private letter ruling on a pre-
1981 tax act project . Details on the 
ruling may be found in IRS Document 
No. 8240066, available through the 
IRS Reading Room, 1111 Constitution 
Ave., N.W. , Washin gton , D. C. 20224 . 

Edito r Ts Desk , continued 

l eaders resp ond to pre ssu r e to ins ure that 
decisions a r e made wi t h an eye t oward t he 
future. Specific issues requi r e re s earch 
an d follow-up actio n. 

SOHO offers many invo l vement oppor
tunities, and the effectiveness of our 
organization in the future depends on your 
parti ci pat io n now. 
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SOHO depends upon 
contributions, and fund raising 
activities to support our restora
tion/preservation expenses . Mem
bers receive the monthly SOHO 
Newsletter and invitations to 
special events. Gift memberships 
are available and we will send 
the recipient a card in your name 
announcing the gift. Memberships 
and donations are tax deductible. 
Please join us! 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 

Benefactor . 
Patron .. . 
Corporate . . 
Professional . 
Family . . 
Single .. 
Donation ... 

. $1,000. 
.$100 . 

$50. 
. $25. 
. $15 . 

. . $10. 

. $ 

92103 

address correction requested 
return postage guaran tee d 

Please complete and rdurn this membership 
form to: 
Save Our Herita ge Organisation 
Post Oflice Box 35 7 I 
San l>icgo, Ca lifornia 92 103 

l'\'ar1h.: -------------------------------

:\ddlt'•,'•--------'-----------------------

l Ill-------------------------------

/q i ( ·,,\It-______ Phn11c ---------------------

A dd m y nam e to yo ur Vo lunt ee r Lis e,.... ________________ _ 
I p r ef e r th e fo ll owh g ty pes of a ct i vi ,es: 

TAX EXEMPT STATUS 
SOHO is exempt fr om Federa l Income Tax under Sect ion 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code and has been classified by the I .R.S. as 
a charitable, educational organization . 

:.;t.enden 

-

NONPROFIT ORG. 
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