
SOHO Invite:5 llou to a;n Old-ra51)ione:d 

CHRISTtVJS Pd;ITTll 
• 

in 5ani)e:r� Hill
THERE WILL BE FUN! 

THERE WILL BE LAUGHTER! 
THERE WILL BE GOOD TIMES! -

• • •  A ND Y O U !!!

CHERRY and STEPHEN DIMEFF 
graciously offered their beautiful 
home (FOX HOUSE) at 3100 Brant St., 
for our annual Christmas Party on 
Friday, December 16, 1983, at 
7:30 PM. 

1/ 

Since it was such a success last year, 
we will have another gift exchange, 
with each guest bringing a present 
( under $2. 00 and marked for a man 
or a woman). Also there will be a 
drawing for door prizes every half 
hour. As always, please bring a plate 
of goodies to share! 

REMEMBER THE DATE ••• 
DECEMBER 16 at 7:30 PM 

WE WILL SEE YOU THEN! 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
Christmas on the Prado, December 2 & 3· 

Volunteer of the Year: Alice Crittenden 

Heritage Park Slide Show Opens 21 January 

Greetings from the President {of SOHO) 
� -- - ' --- ' /. 



Sue Redondo 
Marilyn B. Monaghan 

Dorothy Curtiss 
Terri Akin 
Arthur Chapman 
Shirley Swearingen 
Dorothy D. Munro 
Julie Johnson Iavelli 
Elaine s: Camp bell 
J. Arlene Mann
Eleanor Richards
Leah S. Liersch
Ruth A. Sewell
Nadine Hendrickson
Susan L. Longley
Jean E. Leiser
Chuck & Robin Luby
Stanley E. Smith
Sharon Lee Hudson
Newell & Gladene Booth
Mr. & Mrs. John C. McGrew, Sr.
Thomas T. Creamer
Larry 0 1 Dell
Harold & Suzanne Richardson
Peggy L. Whittingha.µ1
Calvin Woo & Susan Merritt

F.di tor: Loch fuvid Crane 

VOLUNTEERS: 
Here is a listing of the committees that 

make SOHO the great group it is. I know you 
can fit in somewhere, and give us some of 
your unique qualities and talents! 
1. Special Events: parties, gatherings,

joint meetings Gwen Mc:Earland, 282-6055 
2. Membership Nancy Roberts, 282-5001 
3. Neighborhood Network/Cathy Grigsby,588-1802
4. Refreshments Nettie Searcy, 278-2396
5. Slide Show/Speakers Bureau Karen Johl,

296-9714; Eleanor Bolen, 268-3847
6. Volunteers Claire Kaplan, 286-8836;

Betty Smith, 489-0968
7. Ad Hoc Pat Schaelchlin, 459-8409
8. Preservation Action Yiarie Lia, 226-2569
9. Library Diane Schade, 483-7316 
10. Publicity Bill Bolen, 268-3847 or 

Judy HcCutcheon, 565-4157

VOLUNTEERS ARE S'rILL NEED:i:<:;J) ! Please help! 

THE S·O·H·O 

PRESIDENT'S :MESSAGE 

Our Banker's Hill Tour made me realize 
just how very well we all pitch in together

and make an event such a worth-while occa.✓ 

sion. Certainly our tours show SOHO at: '-----"' 

very finest. So many individuals expended 
so much time and energy for so long, that 
it came off professionally perfect and was 
well received by the public. The people of 
the community opened their doors to us so 
graciously that a warm reciprocal feeling 
evolved which could not have been fostered 
in any other way. 

I THANK YOU ONE AND ALL! ! ! 
. I've also enjoyed meeting with the various 

committees as they start their year in SOHO. 
Under the newly created NEIGHBORHOOD 

NETWORK, one of our major projects of the 
year, we will be helping the attractive, 
distinctive neighborhoods of San Diego to 
survive. It seems an appropriate role for 
our organisation at this time. The Network 
will be an effort to bring neighborhoods 
together, share mutual concerns, solve prob
lems, and help them implement their goals by 
offering them assistance in creating 
Historic Districts, facade easements, 
Historic Sites, etc. We hope our committee 
will act as laison and clearing house for 
groups to broaden channels of communicati 
with city hall and other appropriate agen Js. 

PUBLIC RELA.TIONS creates publicity and 
supports our vital public image. ViEMBERSHIP 
is tied to our future growth, purpose in 
preservation, how we are perceived in the 
community, and ultimately how able we are to 
serve that community. 

SLIDE SHOW/SPEAKER'S BUREAU is another 
adjunct to our public image. Karen and the 
Bolens have worked long hours to get this 
show on the road. ·wnat a great tool this 
will be to educate the community! 

SPECIAL EV"BNTS is under the artistic care 
of Gwen Nc:Earland, and indeed has� 
special happenings in store. 

REFRESIB·iENrr COMMITTEE of course works 
closely with all of us in all phases of 
our events. Nettie has been so giving of 
her energies. Help is needed! 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE SENLIS COT'rAGE: 
Claire and Betty toil long and hard to keep 
a staff, but sometimes our little house 
stands alone and lonely. We do wish some of 
you would like to give some hours to staff 
it and have fun meeting the people who drop 
in, wanting to know all about SOHO. And 
speaking of the Cottage, Diane Schade couV 
also use some help in "doing11 the LIBRARY 
COMMITTJt.11<.:. All these corruni ttees have to 
function to make us go, and to progress to
ward our goals. I'm sure there is a slot 
for everyone. THANK YOU ONE AND ALL!! 





General Meeting 
r 

�raws S.R.O. 
By Michael Sullivan 

What a party! Usually, general meetings have an 

ominous dryness to them. Just the word "general" seems 

so stern. Well, if you had the good fortune lo attend the 

general meeting the night of September 21 al the Rowing 

Club/Chart House, you may want to attend more. 

SOHO honored Pat Schaelchlin and the original 

members of the Citizens for the Rowing Club Committee 

with a celebration and congratulations for their work in 

saving the historic building. 

Out-going president Cathy Grigsby presented Pat with 
a brass plaque mounted on a piece of the original 
hardwood flooring as a memento of our appreciation for 

her tireless efforts. 

City Councilman, Bill Mitchell, presented Pat with a 

commendation from the City Council and County 

Supervisor Patrick Boarman presented Pat with a 

proclamation declaring September 21, 1983 Pat 
Schaelchlin Day in San Diego county and a 

r~rnmendation for her preservation work in San Diego. 

n the midst of all this excitement the hors d'oeuvres 

kept flowing; not cheese and crackers either--there were 

trays of boiled jumbo shrimp and cocktail sauce (ask Marc 

Tarasuck about the cocktail sauce); oysters on the half 
shell, oysters Rockefeller, fresh raw clams, baked clams, 
and fresh baked french bread with butter. The no-host bar 
had the waitresses busy and the standing room only crowd 

made deliveries tough. 

The election of officers and the board of directors 

followed suit with a quick approval by the membership. 

Mary Joralmon took the presidential gavel from Cathy 
Gri�sby and a fresh board of directors and officers started 
their terms. 

As chairman of the nominating committee, I would like 

to thank the entire membership for their participation in 

the nominating and elections. I especially would like to 

thank Bruce Herms and David Goldberg for their helpful 

assistance on the nominating committee. And a very 
special thanks to all those members who have served on 
the board this past year and to those who have accepted 
positions this year. 

All in all, it was a huge success. The turnout was 

fantastic, the food and beverages great, the restoration 

magnificent, and the honorees all well deserving. 

"-,.,...,'.!so, special thanks to Mary Joralmon, Nancy Roberts,
and Gwen McFarland--the team that organized the bash. 

Thanks to all who came, all who made it happen, and to 

the Chart House for their belief in historic preservation. 

Historic 

theater 

for sale 
OAKLAND (UPI) - The 

wreckers' ball may be wait
ing in the wings for The Fox 
Oakland Theater, opened in 
1928 and now one of the few 
remaining "movie palaces" 
in the nation. 

It's up for sale - with a 
price tag of $6 million. 

The 3,200-seat showbouse, 
billed as the "largest the
ater on the Pacific Coast" 
when it opened, is being 
sold by Erma DeLucchi 
who purchased it at a 1978 
auction for $340,000. 

By buying the theater, 
DeLuccbi beat back a plan 
to tear it down and build a 
parking lot. Later, she en
tered into a scheme to bring 
in live theater and convert 
some space into a hotel and 
restaurant but that plan fell 
through. 
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Today the theater sits va
cant except for a few offic
es, located on prime land in 
the heart of town. 

A spokesman for DeLuc
chi said she would prefer to 
lease the building to some
body who would renovate �t, 
but added "if that's not fea
sible, we will sell." 

1be Fox, a three-story 
structure topped by a 115-
foot Hindu tower, is listed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places. However, 
unless federal money is in
volved, that won't save it 
from demolition if the new 
owner decides to tear the 
Fox down and build, say, a 
high-rise office building. 

Battling to preserve old 
structures is nothing new in 
Oakland where the Para
mount Theater, an out
standing example of Art 
Deco architecture cou,, 
structed in 1931, was savecl 
in. 1972 only afta'. a l"'I 

� 
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The San Diego Historical Society will be 

temporarily closing its research departments 
until Tuesday, 15 November. The reason for 
the closure is to move the Library, Manu
scripts, and Public Records Collections from 
the Serra Museum to its new facility in 
Balboa Park. The research departments will 
reopen 15 November, with hours Tuesday thru 
Saturday, 10am-4pm. 

The new location is within the Casa de 
Balboa in Balboa Park, which is on El Prado 
just West of the Reuben H. Fleet Space 
Center. For further information, please 
call the Serra Museum at 298-3258 or the 
new Research Archives at 232-6203. 





'iEWSLETIER 

VE OUR HERITAGE ORGANISATION 
shed San Diego Rowing Club, 
e Restaurant. Starting from 
hP �ntryway and details; the 

special dishes eagerly; 
uent Reflections columnist; 
ishing rapidly; grinning 
lburg; and Save The Coaster 
emulder (in glasses) toasts. 
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