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Wreckage fro m Penn Station , New York City, a buildi ng that never should have been destroyed. (Collection of The National Trwt for 
Historic Prest:TVatinn I 
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news BRIEFS 
wild animal park CORRECTION 

In the \1ay :--Jewsletter, the date for the Wild Animal Park Outing was July 18th. 
This HAS BEEN CHANGED TO Jl:NE 26. 'xou can still reserve your place by 
sending a check for $8. 00 (made out to SOHO) to Joan Easly , 3147 Front Street, 
Sa r: Diego, CA 92103 . If y0u are in a 11me c:runch , call Joan at 295-6146 or 
Clare Crane at !54-5950. We' re sure you'll have a wild and crazy time! 

F,1rl~ I.a .),,lb toltag, • 11, hi' r,•l,w:1ll'ci ,<nmc -
\\ her<> rn l 'l ,Jolla. ()11, ncr v. ill f'h.~ r!' up t,, rour 
tl'en th,,usand rn n•locatwn 1·,p1•11s.-<s. l'k:1s1• 
eall 4 :,(l 840!1 f11t· furtht•r infnrn,atrnn. 
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CAROL'S COR'l'ER 

Why 1s it that those folk most deserving of public credit, loud shouts and cheers , 
often are missed by the media? And shame 0n the President ,f SOHO for n0t 
thinking ahead. 

SOHO's first public service tour during National Preservat10n \\ eek, an Friday, 
?v1ay 16th, was a wonderful success. We are only nov. beginning tu see th~ result:s 
by comments from participants. This tour was our new approach to bringing his
toric preservation to our city and county leaders. We had representatives from 
the City, County, the Board of Supervisors, Coastal Commission, CON-VIS, 
planning departments, Historic Sites Board and others, and each participant was 
given a beautiful Tour Booklet, complete with photos, a comprehensive recap of 
preservation laws and policy, energy savings, a list of all local and nationally 
listed sites and complete section of the history of San Diego and those specific 
areas and buildings we took them to see. 

Needless to say, this was a tremendous first-time undertaking for a small but 
select group of tour participants. And needless to say the fine article in the paper 
neglected to mention those most responsib le for all the work! 

Our special Thanks to Jan Kitchel, Tour Chairman, and B ruce Herms, Tour 
Route Coordinator, for a magnificent job. Also to be THANKED in capitals, 
Clare Crane, historian, Dr . Ray Brandes, historian and Middletown historic 
survey, Lucy Killea, Councilwoman and City coordinato r , and Susan Taylor of 
her office. 

Our guides were at their best, but Joe Jones, Larry Ford, Cathy Grigsby should 
have been mentioned, along with the credit given to Nick Fintzelberg, Bruce 
Dammann, Harry Evans. Mary Ward showed up in period costume as special 
greeter from the County for Heritage Park, and wrote material for the tour. 
Our Hostesses were neglected, although they did extra duty in helping with the 
reception at Britt House, so a big Thank You to Dorothy Griner, Barba r a Klauschie 
and "vlary Joralmon. And without the talents of Donna Regan and Matt Potter 
the historica l information might never have been put together. 

SO A SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL FOR A "v1AGNIFICENT JOB! 

Caro l 
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Historic Gaslamp Quarter 
835 Fifth Ave. 

$15. 00 Single $25.00 Couple 

Wine and Cheese 

Musical Entertainment 

Gaslamp Ladies 

Art Display 

Raffle Prizes 

Benefit ting 
the Balboa Park Defense Fund 

RESERVATIONS REQUESTED: 
Send in the Coupon below, 

or Call 232-7196 

Please hold __ reservations ($15.00 s�ngle, $25.00 couple). 

__ Sorry, I can't be with you, but here's my contribution! 

Name 

Address 

Make checks payable to: BALBOA PARK DEFENSE FUND 
Send to: Committee for Charter Protection for Parks 

Donald Reeves, Treasurer 
835 Fifth Ave. 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Phone 

Zip 



BANK OF COMMERCE BUILDING 

WEST ELEVATION .-.,·_.,-

THE BANK OF COMMERCE BUILDING, DESIGNED EtY 
J. B. STANNARD WAS BUILT IN 1888, DURING 
THE SAN DIEGO BOOM YEARS. n+IS FOUR-STORY 
COMMERCIAL FACADE EXEMPLIFIES TttE RICHNESS 
OF APPWEO ORNAMENT IM rttE ITAI..IAIII BRACK
ETED STYLE WtTttlN, A SKYI..IGttTEO SttAFT 
ALLOWED WGttT TO PENETRATE TO TttE SECOND 
LEVEL AS THE BUILDING ttAD EXTERIOR EXPO
SURE OM TttE FRONT AND REAR SURFACES ONLY. 
TttE SYMMETRICAL FACADE OF CUT STONE HAS 
TWO DECORATED FRAME BAY PROJECTIONS THE 
ELEGANCE OF THIS FACADE CONTRASTS SHARPLY 
WITtt THE ROBUST ROMANESQUE-LIKE FACADE 
OF THE NESMITH-GREELY BUILDING (CAL- 1971 ), 
ADJACENT TO IT. 

THI TOWIEIIS AfltO ,utsr ll'LIXNI' 

HAV[ ltfN ~TOlt!D IN THIS 

!LEVATIOJf IAU:D Ul'ON IA"LY 
PHOTOUIAPHI AND A OltAWINe 
IN THI '"IOLDfN lltA IMIAZINI•, 

Hl'Tlllllt:11 1 !Ill. 



To the Edil.,r: Letters 
I havP n·acl your nf'wsktt< · r sin<'<' lwcoming a mC'mlwr rC'Ct'nlly, 
and <'lljoyf'rl h<'aring about all Iii<• periph( •ra I activ1ti<'s of SOIi() 
and other r<'lalPd nrgani7.:itions. JlowE'vPr you havP nPvPr imlica 
l!·d when• you hold your nH'Plings rir wh<>n you holrl thPm. Do vnu 
want contribulin!( lll<'nibt•rs to partic;ipale '' IJn you have hyl .1ws '' 
ThPsf' and similar qu<>stinns I would like to SCP aclclrcsspd in Y"ur 
p11bl1calinn. I am surt- many other cnntrihuting nwmlwrs woulrt 
like a11Hw1•rs tn lhPsP q11f'stions also. It might stimulate :1clrli 
t1nnal inlE.'rPsl and support fnr thr nrgani7ation! Ciiv,• us thP insirlP 
info! Thanks. 

-- rorn Dykf' 

# SPIIO is a nun - profit C:-ilifnrnia Corporation, and holds G!'nt>r:il 
l\1rf'lings apprnximatP!y <'Very thn•p to four months, alw'lys al a 
rliffPrPnl historic loca!P. (In the p,1st, WP have mPt :it thp San 
lhPgn llotPI, al l1,•ritag1· Park, ;JI thp San Diego flowing Club, rte.) 
Thrsp (iP1wral Mt'Plings arf' always puhlici7 ,Prl well in :idvant '<' in 
thr Newslplter. 

SOIJO also has a Hoard of Dirrf'lors Meeting <>very month nn thr 
first Monday evening of th!' month at 7·:lO pm. The!ie rnf'elings 
arr lwld at the homes of various hoard memb<>rs :ind an • oprn In 
thP tnPmbership. For information C'onc<>rn•ing lhE' location of 
111e<>tings, members C'an call 222 :i I 4A. 

Tlw esoteric nature of thP regular Rnarcl Meeting!'! is not mlen 
linnal. In a few months, SOHO will havr an officr in the SE'nlis 
Cottage al Heritage Park in Old Town. At this limP, many 
mc-el111gs will be held therP; memhrrs will have a placP to cnnw. 
lht> preservat1011 lihr;try wt• have hrgun will hE' housed thrr<' 
along with SOIIO's scrapbooks, C'npi<>s of our cnnstit11t1011, and 
olhrr historic: mrmor:ihilia. Without an office, SOIi<> has not 
had a physical place to call its own, which has madP communi 
cation among memht•rs morf' difficult than wP would likt'. Hope 
fully, by lh<> E'nd of the Rummer, this situation will be rPclifi<>d. 

RE: do wr want participation hy members . Is th<> Pope Polish'' 
Call me al 2!lR 2237. Cheers! 

- - Ed. 

VROM TII~ HOARD ROOM 

Our last Ro,ird MrPl111p wa,; c<1nrrntr,it1•d around our offrr to purchasr th,• 
Matth• ·w ~:1H'r111an ltonsr> •>11 l'llh nPar J,;Ja11d. Our Cornmiltef', 111cl1H.li11g Nick, 
fla r, ·y , '-,aJly John" and Chuck lh · llc·r1c~. met with propr1 ·ty ownl'r• and 1Jur 
nff•·r ,....,L, not 1,·, rptrd. Thr- C''nn,nuttf'f" will c-onlin,u ' to try to J..~·Pp negotiations 
op,a11 on tht~ fan,nos huW - f', 

OthPr rrp<irt s 111,·Jmtrd an up<l:llt• "" lhe S•dis Cottage, wh1rh 1,; 110w 1111d1•r way, 
a nd shn11ld ht• c ,,r11plPlf' """'rtinH• i11 August. Cathy Crig ><hy ,ind hrr ,·nmmit!f •P 
arP putt111g tngrtlwr a nun,h••r of new t1111rs In wluch SOIi<> rnl'111l1t' r s ,nil bl' 
111vitc·d. i11cl11d111J.( a Sf'pl1•mhf'r Tram f'n11r. 

LXl'I.UHINl, :-;,\N IJILl,U Ll-~(.'l llHJ-;~ AND l• tt•; t lJ I Hll' S JO IIIS'l()III(' sn 1.;s 
SllM MEIi SESSION, I 9RO 

SAN DH_;c;o: Sl'ANJSll · l\1EXICAN EHA (1542 IR!iU) Junr 17 - A11gust !'l 

Class mrels fursda_y 211or11111gs, '1·30 - 12<10 for slide lecturl'S or field trips tn historic locations, including Royal 
l'rrs1drn e.<c-,,·,alwn •~. Sf'rt.1 ?.l"usrum, Miss10n S;in Diego, l'aclrt> Dam, Old Tnwn Slate llistnric Park. 

l .ec-tures and field tnps fnc11<1 on lmhan occ11patinn of this area, Spanish exploration and cnlonizattnn, and thr 
~11•1ora11 Ha11rh,i l'ra, up In the American conq11PRt nf California 

(l'er,;nntl (;n,11.th F.:45; ~laster# !'.0320) 

Ju11c 18 August 6 

Class mrcls Wedncsda:)I 111or111ngs, !l-'.10- 12·~0 for sli<le lrcturrs or firtd trip,; to historic locations, including 
H<>ntag<' Park , Villa l.fontf'?.t1111a, G::islamp (..luartrr , r•:mharradrro, Star nf India, El Prarlo arra 111 nall,na Park. 

l.rctures and firld trips focu" on developmr11t of San lli<'!?" through railroad boom or the 1880's, thl' Exp'>sitions nf 
1915 -ind 193:,, pnstwa r suhurb.111 sprawl, anrl rurrent plans for rluwntown t l'developmPnt, 

(l'ersnnal Growth E45 , l\1astrr # f>0321) 

Thesr d.lf!Sl'S :ire sponsorPd b_y Cit .v College ()ff -Campus Programs :rnd the Colll'l(P of the Emeriti. Register at first 
class meeting. 

LOCATION : CEDAH COMMUNITY CENTER, 320 TlATF: ST., SAN DIEGO 

Instructor: Dr. Clare CranP No tuition rharge. Admission fees for some fi<>ld trips. 



ffiBER/HIP FORffi 
A 

SOHO depends upon membership dues. 
contributions , and fund raising 
activities to support our restora 
tion / preservation expense s. Mem
bers receive the monthly SOHO 
Newsletter and invitations to 
special events. Gift memberships 
are available and we will send 
the recipient a card in your name 
announcing th e gift. Membership~ 
and donations are tax deductible. 
Please join us! 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 

Benefactor . 
Patron ... 
Corporate .. 
Professional . 
Family .. 
Single . . 
Donation ... 

.$1 , 000 . 

. $ 

address correction requested 
return postage guar anteed 

$100 
$50 
$25 
$15 
$10 . 

Plca~c complete an<..I return thi -, 
ti.irm to · 
~.l\c Our llcritagc Organ1,atH111 
Post Ollicc Hox 35 7 I 
~an lJ1cgo. California 92103 

111cmhcr~h1p 

!' IIIU .. -- -- - - - ---------- ------------

( 111 ------------------------------

/1pl ,,. \, ------ f'tlilll ( --------------------

Add m y nam e to yo ur \ 0l unteer L1 s1 I p ref er •he !ol1.-iw b~ tvpes ,r ac t1vi ,..ti...,.e_s ________________ _ 

TAX EXEMPT STATUS 
SOHO is exempt from Federal Income Tax under Secti on 50 l (c) ( 3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code and ha s been classified by the l . R S . as 
a charitable , educational organization . 

NONP ,. OFIT O .. G. 

u.s.PO!>TAGE 

PA ID 
SAN 01cc.o,c.ALIF. 

PE ,.M I T NO• 9H 
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