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The TROLLEY BARN, located at the 
west end of Adams Avenue and for years_ 
k nown as the San Diego Paper Box Fae- -

----- tor y, is a 67 year old r e d brick Electric =--a 
Railway building re miniscent of the days 
when the streets of San Die go rattled II:l with trolleys. Trolley barns s uch as 
this have been succes sfull y preserved fiii 
and converted in to colorful commercial ljij 
ven tures like Ghirardelli Sq uare in Sa n 
Francisco and the Trolley Barn in Salt 
Lake City. 

The Trolley Ba rn wa s part of th e 19 13 
~ development inspired by San Dieg o mag­

nate, John D. Sµreckels. Other vintage 
· buildings hailing from that epoch inc lude 

the 19 15 Panama Cali fo rni a exposition, _ 
the Sp reckels Theater Building, an d the -
Golden West H ote l. 

"The stru cture (of the t rolley ba rn) 
is a promin en t and hi g hly visible 
landmark in the are a by its sheer 
size a nd lo c atio n. Vistas o f Mi s -
sion Va ll ey are caught through the 
parking lot and t h e canyon beyond , 
giv ing the v ie wer some sense of 
locati o n." 

But th e a bove facts a nd sta t r m enl were- nrnilt.ed from th,· hi s tori c r e port s ubmitt e r! in Ill e c~e fe ns r of lh f' o ld Troll e y Rarn. 
Now it is d es tin e d fnr ;1 diff ere nt fat e . I .,w:1.I d<'vf' lop <·r , ll<>nper·•t:o odP In<'., is plnnning to l f've l th e b ;1 rn and build a 96-
unil co 11dornini11111 projPct. 

Georg e Szabn, a n ar cl1it ef't worki n g for lloopPr -(:,>0de In c ., hired a n <)nvirnnm c n ta l consu lting fi rm , Adv a nce d Pla nnin g & 
Hesea rch, to write a full -sca le e nvirorn11P11t a l imp ac t r e port. Th e original report . was pr e pa r e d by hi s toric pt"eserva -
tionists a nd ex - SOHO pr eic;'icle nt.s, M:1.rc Tar as 1wk a nd Patricia Sc hnclchlin. 

---

Szabo la t e r co n ce d ed th a t he reco111rn e nd1•d c h a nging ce rtain segm e nts of th e hi s toric report. Cr a ig I ,nrenz, a n Ad va nc ed 
P la nning and Ilcs Pa rch ana lyst, who nlitC'd th e report. c <>nsid erN I I.he a lt e r.if.ions insignifi ca nt. Howev C"r, when th e d eletions 
w Pre hroughl. to th e a tt e ntion of T a r a suck and Schaelchlin, they h P1icved I.he a lt e r at ion s hi ase d tlw argument. against the 
old troll ey barn. 

Szabo la t er hir ed lJnivcrsity of San l>i ego hi s tori a n Hay Brandes to pn ,.par e a seco nd n,pnrt :, Br a nd es co nclud e d th a t: the 
troll ey harn was not histori ca lly s ignificant. 

City offici als make la nd use deci s ions ba sP d on reports s 11b111Hl.1~d by dev e lop ers . Th e ent ir e incid e nce r a i ses qu es tions 
abo ut the validity o f reports s ubmitted by d eve lop ers who hav e a vesLNI interest in I.he decision, It is not unlik e ly that th e 
individual who not only must pa y for 1.h<' lan d hut a lso must pay f,ir th e r e port wou ld SP iect a consultant sympath e tic to his 
needs a nd wants. 

But c itiz ens a nd futur e ge ne rations of citiz, ,ns a ls o ha v1~ the right t0 l ook hack o n th e histor y a nd deve lopm e nt of th e ir 
city as it is manifested in I.he charact e r of I.he build ings arou nd th e m. 

th e b e st of a ll po ss ibl e worlds t.lwr e would lw a neutral, c it y hi storia n or bo a rd of historians who co uld mak e wis e d e ­
_isions about ju st exac l.ly what corrn l.it.ut.c d hi story. Th en th ere wou ld he unbi ased reports s ubmitt ed to city officials a nd 

decision s would be clear . 

But a las , there is n o cit.y mon e y for s uc h historians, a nd repor ts are so m e ho w e d ited a nd, in th e final ana lys is, many 
developers see their futu re a nd our s in d e 11sP livin g str uc tur es . 

- -K a thy Cogen 



new 
members 

SOHO welcomes the foll owing new 
members into its fold just in time to 
participate in its Spring ac tivit ies'. 
Welcome to you a ll. 

Mary Bacsar 
Gary M. Thomas 
Sharon S. Freymiller 
F. Marian McGee 
Vicki Lindblade 
Mrs. Heinrich Falk 
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The SOHO Newsletter is publish ed 
month l y. Letters to th e Editor 
a re welcomed. Articles an d/ or 
photogra ph s of interest to SOHO 
members and friends are most 
ent hu sias ticall y encouraged! ..... 

news BRIEFS 

BUS TRIP 
to 

GOLDEN MOVEMENT 
EMPORIUM, LOS ANGE LES 

On Saturday, May 3rd there 
will be a bus trip to the Golden 
Movement Emporium housed 
in the Uniroyal Bu ilding, a 
former tire factory built in the 
1920s to resemble a Babylo­
nian Temple. The Golden 
Movemen t Emporium was one 
of the world's largest suppliers 
of architectural antiques , and 
you will view 27 5,000 sq . fee t 
of stained glass, panelled rooms, 
fireplaces, Victorian furnitur e, 
and more. All of the i tems 
have been restored, and are of­
fered at a onc e a year auction. 

For further informati on on this 
tour which begins at 9:30 am on 
May 3rd and includes bus fare, 
refreshments and an a ll - day 
jaunt to L.A. , call Gena Holle 
at 265 - 0614 or evenings a t 
453-7196 . 

DESIG:NER'S SHOWCASE 
TICKETS 

T i c ke ts for the 198 0 Des ign er ' s Show -
case, ope ning Apri l 19t h, are available 
this year thro u gh SOHO for $5 . 00 per 
person, $ 1. 00 of which goes to SOHO. 
Send a stam ped, self-addre s sed e n ve -
lope to Harry Evans a t 3320 Garrison, 
Sa n Die go , 92 106 , along with yo ur check 
for $5 . 00 per ticket. Please make 
check payable to SOHO . 

The Mills Cliff-Mans ion on Sunset "Cliffs 
in Poin t Lom a is the Design e r' s Show -
case home this year . This un i que hou se 
w ill have some of t he or i gin a l furnitur e 
designed wit h carved li ons h eads for the 
ow ne r, John P. :\'ii lls, worke d into the 
current redesi gn . Don't miss this op­
portunity to v iew on e of th e mos t intri ­
guing hom es on Point Lom a. 

Luncheon is be in g serve d da i ly this year 
from 12 to 2 for $3. 7 5 inc lu ding tax. 
No reservations re quire d . Co m e and 
pl a n to ma ke an af t ernoon of it. 

Th e Showcase con tinu es through :.Vlay 11. 

Letters 
Dear fr iends : 

Guess we 'v e fin a !lv decide d to 
put our ene r gie s he r e" in Or ange 
Count y now. But our very best wishes 
for your grea t job ~ 

Peace - Dick & Gerr e McKen na 
Irvi ne , California 

LAND CONSERV.-\TION _.\ND PRESERVATION TECHNIQUES 

Federal income tax laws e ncourage chari table contrib utio ns by allow in g a de­
ducti on eq ual , wit h som e excep tions, to the valu e of th e donation. The re 3.re 
many ways of putting this " tax incentive method" of heritage preservation to 
work. 

Did you know that ..... 
... an individual ma y donate property to a donee orga ni zation but retai!"l poss es­
sion and use of the property for his ow n lifet ime a nd/ o r the li fetime of his family. 
When s u ch a gift is made th e donor is e ntitled to a present income tax de,duct i on. 

.. . the donor of a qualifying conservat i on easement to a publ i c age nc y or quali­
fying c ha rit a bl e organization is entitled to a ded uction fo r the fair mark et va lu e 
of the ea sem e nt. 

... a landowner wh o :eases to a publ i c ager:cy o r charitable organ i zation (where 
the land is us ed for publ ic purposes ) may be e ntitled to a tax exemp tion. 

.. . a ' ' bargain sale " to a qualified 0r ganization prrNides (he landowner ,.v it h 
some actual cas h as wel l as a capita l gain tax reduction, tota l a'1•)id a nc e ,) !­

br oke rage fees, and a c haritable contribution deduction. 

. . . a deduction for charitable contribution may be obtained when a landowner 
fully donates or bargain s e lls his land and then leases it back. 

- -From Poppies & Porticos, a publication of Heritag e 
Conse rv a t10n & Recreatwn Sen'ice, t:. S . Dept. oi 
Interior, Winter 1980 . 



SOHO ' s ever-in trepid phctogr-up he r , 
:Vled Beau re ga rd, was johnny -un-the ­
spot the other morning a nd caught 
these candid shots at the downtown, 
"Ground breaking'' nr "Bricklaying' 
ceremonies symbolically ki cking off 
the Gas lamp District project . 

ABT EXlllHlT 
SJ<;Hlli\ MIISElJIVI IN l'HE SJl)]O PAHK 

Bl\ HBAHA SH:<;/\L'S " CLASS VS GLASS" 

Artist Ba rb a ra Si e ga l':; pain tin gs and pe n a nd ink draw ­
i ngs uf viutag e lo c a l buildings will be on exh ibit frurn 
May 3rd throu gh May :Jl:;t al the Serra Mu seum's Tow e r 
Ga ll e ry in l'n ,:; id io !' a rk. 

Enti tl e d " Clas s v:; . C lass " the s how will be a :;e 1·ie s of 
wa t e rcol,>r a nd in k pain t ings depi c ting hom es , c hurch es 
c1ml s om e p r ivate r·esidences resl11red a s co1111nen: ia l 
builuing:; . Alo111,: w i th lit e pai 11ti11gs, th e arlist ha s in ­
clud e d a l>il of the lo cal history uf t ile s t rud1 1res abo. 

Barbara Siegal, originally frmn New Yo rk an d a three 
yeur Sa n Di ego 1·e:; iden t , has rece ive d sev er·a l awar ds 
for h er work and has Leen showu in une pe1' s o11 a nd 
group s how s th r nu ghout San Diego. 

DONATIONS 
We thank the following who have 
generously made donations recently: 

Ed and Vel Landi 
Mary C. Sanders 
The Mifflin Ward Family 
Mr. & Mrs. George Murphy, Jr. 
Mrs. R. C. Oetman 
Mrs. Ed ythe H. Scripps 

Pat & Bob Schaelchlin and the Rolla 
Williams family towards restoration 
of the Temple now in Her~tage Park , 
in memory of Joan Zeenkov 1s mother, 
Ann Rosenfeld. 

::-.IA TIONAL CE NTE R I-OR P R ES E RV A TIO N L..\ W 

The National Cent e r for preservat ion L aw is the nation ' s 
first lega l cen ter dedicated to t he urb a n li ving e nviron­
ment, rJfferin g a full range of legall y related services 
to promot e a r chi tectural , hi storic an d nei ghb o r hood 
conservat io n. The Center may act as counsel, co-co un ­
sel w ith local attorneys, friend of the co u rt, o r inform a l 
adv is or. With seve r al suc c esses t o its cred i t to <ia, e, 
the Cent er w ill take cases that offer the promise o f ad­
vancin g the law relevant to pres er vation. The :'-lati onal 
Center for Pr·eserva tio n Law is a no(-for-pr 0f it corpo ­
ration s upr,o r·teu by gra nts and tax de ductible c ont ri bu -
tio ns , a nd m a intains offi ces in >i"ev; York City, \.\'a:; h ­
ington 0 . C., a n d San Francisco . For tu rth e r inf t}rm a -
ti on, wr it e to the Center at 50 East -L2md Street, :',ie \1, 
York , NY 100 l 7. 

- - From Poppies & Porticos , a public a ti on of 
Heritage Conservation & Recreati on Serv ic e, 
lJ. S . Dep t. of In ter i or, Winter 1980. 



ffiBER/HIP FORffi 
-{ 

SOHO depends upon membership dues, J­
contributions, and fund raising 
activities to support our restora­
tion/preservation expenses. Mem­
bers receive the monthly SOHO 
Newsletter and invitations to 
special events. Gift memberships 
are avai lable and we will send 
the recipient a card in your name 
anno uncing the gift. Memberships 
and donations are tax deductible . 
Please join us! 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 

Benefactor. 
Patron . . . 
Corporate . . 
Professional. 
Family .. 
Single. . 
Donation .. . 

. iii) 
0 ~·· 
~c ·--- ~ ~ 

..ilf1sA.1'-

P .o. Box 3571 
San Diego, CA 92103 

(7145 222-3148 

.$1 ,000. 
.$ 100. 

$50. 
. $25. 
. $15. 

. . $10. 

. $ 

address correction requested 
return postage guaranteed 

Please cornp lct e and rcturn thi~ membership 
form to: 
Save Our l lcrita gc ( )rga111~alHH1 

Post Otlice !fox 35 7 I 
~a11 Uicgo. California 92103 

r"-.1111'- -----------------------------

-\dd1 r .· -----------------------------

(ti\------------------------------

/11' ( t1,!l ______ P ll tl lt ( ' ----- ---------- -----

. .\dd n 1v nam e to vo ur Vo lun teP r L i s t 
I preier t he :olio 0wbg ty pes o f actid ,-1,..,ec::s-: _______________ _ 

TAX EXEMPT STATUS 
SOHO is ex empt fr om Federal Income Tax under Section 50l(c)(3) of 
t he Internal Revenue Code and has been classified by the I . R.S . as 
a charitable, educational orga ni zati on . 
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Stuart Weiser 
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