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THE SAN DIEGO ROWING CLUB -
AN HISTORIC SITE
by Pat Schaelchlin

The San Diego Rowing Club will cele-
brate its 90th year of existence this year;
its building will be 78 years old. How
many more birthdays it can celebrate will

depend on the negotiations in progress with

the Board of Port Commissioners. The
Club house is located in the new Marina
at the foot of Fifth Avenue and is jeopar-
dized by the attitude that it is no longer
welcome on its historic site.

SOHO first became involved with the
Rowing Club in April 1975, when the
Board under President Bill Cartwright,
voted to support the efforts to preserve
the old boat house. San Diego city his-
toric site designation #105 was obtained
in July 1975. Later it was decided that
the building could not be moved, as has

. been intended, a few feet away. At this

time, architectural drawings were made
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for a new facility. The drawings called of strong physical exercise which took the

for the construction of a new building on forms of rowing, swimming and gymnas-

the then Brennan's Island. tics. Competition on a national level
Brennan's Island had been created in necessitated the rowing club's geogra-

1935 with the dredging of the harbor and phical identification; the new and present

had been connected by foot bridge to the name was adopted in 1891. >

club house. In 1937, a handball court From the beginning, the club was

building was constructed. In the develop- located in the tidelands--first at the Chand-

ment of the new Marina, the island has ler Boat House, then in the club's adjacent

been land filled and has become part of annex, and later 250 feet westward to the

the south arm of the Marina. present building, which was built in 1900,

At this point, the historic site desig- The San Diego Rowing Club and its club
nation complicated the club's interest and house are tied to this location.
its intentions became suspect. There were The San Diego Rowing Club has been
allegations that it was using the designation part of urban San Diego from its beginning,
to effect its continuing tenancy on the site, as literally hundreds of its citizens were
The Port Director pointed out that such a active members. No mention of early San
designation surely created problems in the Diego can be made without recognition of
construction of a new facility, The dialogueits influence. The rowing teams were
became clouded. In January 1977, the ClubsStrong contenders in all of the races and
‘representatives again appeared before the the club's regattas. Swimming and fishing
Site Board, asking that the designation be contests, the January Ist ocean dips, the
removed, that the building was irreparable, bowling club (which was formed in 1922

and that no lease could be effected until and is still existing), as well as the hand-
this problem was resolved. It was the ball court activity, (a physical adjunct to
decision of the Site Board that the original rowing,) are all evidence of the club's
designation be amended to indicate that involvement., The club's facilities have

the historical site of the San Diego Rowing been extended to the local universities for
Club be now located by marker at the point their use. The Sea Explorers program of

shown on the San Diego Unified Port Dis- the Boy SCO_UtS of Ameylca has been
trict Map #550-MB, namely at the Harbor affiliated with the Rowing Club since 1925 —
Street entrance to the peninsula. The and has utilized the Brennan's Island
marker would also indicate the San Diego building since that time. On Feb. 7, 1978,
Rowing Club's real location. the Port Commissioners authorized the

At the January 1978 meeting of the drafting of an agreement for the Sea Ex-
Site Board, the Board members were plorers to use a lagoon between the Coast
asked by the San Diego Rowing Club to Guard Air Station and GD-Convair property
reinstate the site designation upon the on Harbor Drive as waterfront space.
building. The Rowing Club's current William Zumwalt, president of the

thinking was that rehabilitation and resto- San Diego Rowing Club, has brought a new
ration were viable alternatives, and they vigor to the Club. He is actively solici-
wished to remain in the facility. The Site ting new members to the non-exclusive

Board voted against the request. club. Membership is by request. He in-
It becomes apparent that the entire tends to raise the necessary $100, 000 to
situation has been a mis~-management of $150, 000 to stabilize the building and to
words and intent. It has revolved around restore it to its original, prime condition.
the San Diego Rowing Club's fight to re- The members are determined to remain
main in existence, (for removal from at their harbor-side location and intend to

their present location will mean the termi- carry their fight into the courts if necessary.
¢ : oy ,
nation of the club, ) and the Port District's T Bibes Aseetblyman 17tk 2Dis -

reluctance to negotiate an acceptable lease. S - : . v d
: . trict, California Legislature, has initiated
In this maze of what has been said, what hasa Sendliinn tatthe it Moues be. nlaer

been done, and the questioning of participant : :
. ¢ e . S on the State Historical Landmark Roster.
intent, the building itself is the victim. An application is in process for the Club

The San Diego Rowing Club was ' House's nomination to the National Register
formed in 1888 and was known as the of Historic Places. It cannot be doubted ey
Excelsior Rowing and Swimming Club. that this building is one of San Diego's
George Marston was one of its Charter landmarks: as such, it mmgtbe protected.

members. The club promoted the values



In all of the problems of communi-
cation, cross-intent, and personalities,
let's not forget that the club and its buil-
ding have this historical merit. Let's
set aside the destructive ""should the

" building be saved'' and turn to "how it can
be adapted to its new environment'. The
Marina can be enhanced by its presence,
Compromise can be met, Let's stop
fighting and do it!
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Tax Exempt Status
SOHO is exempt from Federal Income Tax under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code and has been classified by the I. R. S. as a charitable, educational
organization. Your cancelled check is your receipt for SOHO contributions.

SOHO depends upon membership dues, contributions, and fund raising activities

to support our restoration and preservation expenses. Members receive the

monthly SOHO newsletter, 'Reflections', and invitations to special events. Gift

memberships are available. We will send the recipient a card in your name
announcing the gift.
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For those of you who would like to

Marc Tarasuck alert other SOHO members to deeds that
President need doing, viewpoints that need airing or
Pat Schaelchlin j questions you would like answered--SOHO's

Exec. Vice-President Reflections is providing a monthly space for
Pat Minnicn your written expression, Contribute to
Vice-President for Education Reflections L.etters to the Editor's column!
Matt Potter Send your letters to:
Vice-President for Governmental Save Our Heritage Organisation
Affairs Box 3571, San Diego, CA 92103
Cia Barron ;
Treasurer
Donna Regan
Secretary NEW MEMBERS
Rae Berry, Membership Secretary Joseph & Javey Karp
Keith Evans, Restoration consultant Robert M. Abel
Nicholas Fintzelberg, Ph. D, Helen Blanchard
Ted Foley Gary Graham
Cathy Grigsby, Newsletter editor Judy Sinkovec

Mike Jones, Horton Plaza Committee

Bruce Kamerling

Claire Kaplan, Hospitality

Dick Reed, Urban Preservation
Consultant

Alternates:

Joan Easly, Historical Site Board
Joe Jones, Media

Mary Ward, Historian

Tony Ciani, ILa Jolla Sub-Committee
Ray Cadena, Real Estate Consultant
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