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"EARTHQUAKE" (The Belmont Park Roller Coaster - 1925) is rumbling from 
current tremors felt throughout the community as a result of the controversy over 
whether to tear down the roller coaster or save it. The epicenter for all of the 
activity appears to be located within the San Diego City Administration Building where 
an all out effort has been mounted to raze the roller coaster. 

In September, the California State Historic Resources Commission voted unani
mously to nominate the roller coaster to the National Register of Historic Places. 
Placement on the Register is awaiting final approval in Washington, D. C. However, 
Jim Gutzmier of the City Manager's office is soliciting the City Council to appeal the 
nomination in order to stop the official designation. At the same time, he has stopped 
the planning for the 11 new" Belmont Park, which has infuriated Mission Beach resi
dents. The Belmont Park Ad Hoc Planning Committee had asked that the planning 
continue with an alternative to retain the roller coaster. The city prefers to regard 
the coaster as an obstacle to planning rather than a landmark symbolizing the begin
nings of a community and something to plan for. 

The roller coaster was built by John D. Spreckels in 192 5 as part of the Mission 
Beach Amusement Center to attract people to Mission Beach and to his streetcar 
line. It is one of the two remaining older generation wooden coasters on the _ entire 
West Coast and serves as an excellent example of a historically exhilerating kines
thetic and visual experience. 

SOHO has been asked to help save the roller coaster as a San Diego landmark 
representing the recreational spirit of the development of the Mission Beach com
munity, and as an attraction for all San Diegans and visitors to enjoy. A preserva
tion team is now forming to assist in this effort. If you are interested in taking part 
in what will probably be a fast and bumpy ride, please contact: 

Tony Ciani 
P. 0. Box 582 
La Jolla, CA 92038 

or 
Call 454-5429 



news BRIEFS 
SECOND HISTORIC DISTRICT APPHOVED IN GOLDEN HILL 

Th e Histori c Site Board has approved a proposal, drafted by the City P la nning 
:.ir..;.~.;~["'1~~·~ Depar tm en t, for c re atio n of a Historic District coveri ng a six block area in Greater 

Golden Hills. This district would ex tend from Russ Blv d., on th e north, 25th St., 
.+;on th e west , State Hwy 94 on th e so uth and 24th St., on th e east. (See map ) . The 

Site Board is now awaiting approval from the City Council. 
The Historic District was ' ..... recomme nd ed for preserva ti on due to its con

centration of arc hit ec tu ral styles of the late 1800's and early 1900's. A survey of 
112 struct ur es indicated a t l east 34 percent were candidates for historic sites. While 
it is important to preserve the o ut standing historical s t ruc tur es, groups of surviving 
structures in their origi nal setting provide an added cultura l and historic dimension 
th a t individual isolated la ndm arks cannot."~ , 

This iss ue is not expected to be up before the City Co un cil for approval until 
January of 1879. If ap(Jroved, this would co n s titu te the second Historic District in 
San Diego, the first being the Gaslamp District downtown. 

* Greater Golden Hills Historic District Proposal, Sept. 1978, p. 18 
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enthusia st ically encoura ged. ~-4' 

GASIAMP APPROVED 

The Ci t y Cou ncil, ac ting as the 
Hedeveh>pmcnt Agency, allocated $ 1. 01 
million this year for improvements in 
th e Gasl::imp area for fiscal 19 79. 

O uly about $640 ,000 will be us ed 
for constructio n. T hey env isi o n a $2 
millio n budget in fiscal 1980. 

The Gas lamp Project Committ ee 
tentatively se l e cted fou1· block faces 
fur iuiti a l public improv emen ts where 
!Jl'op er ty ow11e1·s hav e promised the 
most private 1·es to ratio n. 

Th e blocks lo be l re~ted with wider, 
textured sidewalks , new str1::e t pave-
111enl, new li ghting a nd s tr eet furniture, 
are along b"th sides of Fiflh Aveuue, 
front E lo F Streets, a nd fro111 J to K 
Streets . 

The rno:ot ambitious 1)rivat e pr o 
ject i ti lhl: reconstruction of th e Bruns
wick Dui l<ling al the northeast cor ner 
uf Fi flh and J St ree t iulo a myri a d of 
Il a liu.11 rl:staurants a nd lo u11ges . The 
$l 111illion pr oject by J ac k McAlister, 
who is le asing lite entire fron tage or 
th e i>l,,ck, runs from J st. to K . 

- -Fr om CCA Ilul lc lin, ne ws 
le tt er 111' C'ent raTL'ITyA:ss-t'ici'1tio n or 
!:Jan Di cg tl 

BILL TO CONVEllT DEPOT 

Th e governur ltas sign e d lcgislaliu11 
(SB 1750) by Se nate l'ro Tern P r es ident 
J a m es B. Mills, which pr ovides fur a 
4-mi lli on p1·oj ec t tu buy anrl conver t 
San Dieg o ' s Sa nt a Fe depot into a multi
mod e l lran s porlaliun tenninal. 

A 111e ndr11e nt s im;erted by the A,;
s e mbly J'l'"hihil us e of $1 lllilliou in 
stall! fu11d,; unl e8S Sa 11 Di ego ' s l\1e lro
Jl•Jlil a n 'J'1·a11sit f>e ve lo p11,cn l nuanl 
11,1:; app1 ·u vc u u. g uid eway prujc<:l by uext 
Dec c 11il1c 1· :ll . 
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"Th e Ast;i, mhly fl-It th e rn,,n e y 
shou ld not bc app1·op1 ·ial e d fo1· suc h a 
p1·oj1:d unlc:;s MT))f3 has a guidcway 
pn,jl·ct ap prov e d, uthc nv ise expendi
tur es f1·um a fund ::;el iltii de for mulli
rum lel pr, lj ecls wou ld not be juslifh,d, " 
Haid Mills. 

SB I B7'.) ,;l'l up a fund lo build 
proj• •cls wlti c:h 1.i·ovide iul e t'<'lta uge 
faciliti! eH bdw!· e n transpurl a ti,rn rnudc::;. 

-- J,r-<>n1 CCA H u!J e lin, new:;
lt,ll,· 1· .,f Ce 11l1·,d <'1ty Assoc1alio11 uf 
Sa 11 lli eg ,1 



PRESIDENT'S VIEWPOINT 

THIS MONTH ..... . 
. . . . . . there has, as usual, been good 
news and bad news ..... 

First, the good news. The keys 
to the Temple Beth Israel passed to 
the County as they took possession in 
September. The temple has been pre
pared for its journey to Heritage Park 
and should be on site by the time you 
receive this Newsletter, but the funds 
to restore it will not be budgeted by the 
County and it appears that we will have 
to go into the community for the neces
sary monies. The temple must not 
stand uncared for in the Park (as did 
the other buildings) for so long a time, 
but along with our own Senlis cottage, 
it must progress steadily and effi
ciently towards occupation. The foun
dation has been placed under our cot
tage and the public restrooms will be 
incorporated into the back portion. 
SOHO will restore its front two rooms. 
We urge the County to proceed with 
these two projects and we insist that 
it receive a priority equal to its im
portance. Heritage Park is losing its 
credability as a vital preservation 
example. We need to move forward-
faster. 

The bad news.... On September 
19, 1978, the City Council granted 
the appeals of the owners of a house in 
the El Pueblo Ribera complex located 
in La Jolla. This overthrew the de
cision made by the Historical Site 
Board and sets a dangerous precedent 
in preservation. 

The El Pueblo Ribera is a Rudolph 
Schindler-designed complex. It is a 
significant architectural site, in that 
Schindler is one of Southern Califor
nia's most noteworthy architects and 
this building reflects some of his unu
sual techniques in design and material 
handling. A 25 foot lot within this 
complex was purchased and the new 
owner proposed to construct a modern 
beach cottage, which would have been 
totally inconsistent with the intent of 
Schindler' s architectural concept. 
Because the complex had been desig
nated a city historic site, the Site 

continued pa�e .5 
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HERITAGE PARK CONSTRUCTION 
UPDATE 

A 

Heritage Park, in Old Town, is 
SOHO's birthplace, will be our home, 
and is our ongoing concern. In this 
spirit, we will present regular news 
briefs on the structures of Heritage 
Park and the issues surrounding them. 

Senlis Cottage - The cottage is 
going down on its foundation. The 
County has plans for its restrooms 
and exterior renovations which should 
be done by late Spring, 1979. 

Temple Beth Israel - is being · 
moved. 'I he gradmg is completed and 
hopefully it will be down by the time 
you read this. No funds are set aside 
for restoration and approximately 
$155, 000 will be needed. 

Sherman-Gilbert House - is going 
to be available for leasmg. The 
County Park and Recreation people 
are moving. In the past, the County 
has advertised for lease proposals. 
Contact the County Department of 
Real Property for further informa
tion. 

Future Funding - we can expect 
very little m the way of future monies 
from the County. SOHO members 
will have to get involved if Heritage 
Park is to grow and blossom. 

WELCOME TO A SMALL i'vIINNICH 

Notice to potential baby sitters: 
There's a new boy in town and he's 

looking good. Myke Holloway :V1innich 
was born September 25th. weighed in 
at 7 lbs. -l-l/2 oz. The happy parents 
are Pat & Jay Minnich and irom all of 
us SOHO members. hearty congratu
lations. 

Myke Holloway Minnich, we greet 
you with joy. 

C.L.K. 
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GENERAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS ~-/l,:,\ . :~~!!.;; IIIU' ' ""\iJ,1111>~J:,~ ,>-
L • .,. e. '«~u"ll!I • _vil ... :~l I" 

_SOHO's General Meeting _was held at noon on Sund_ay, September 17, at the Hot4:l' A. f." ~- 1' •• " · ~ \)' 
del m Coronado and a happy time was had by all. Claire Kaplan remarked that•·~ - - - - )J,-", 11 l · .,. -
crossing the bridge was a snap, but finding a place to park was another thing!~~l1 1ftWt-1i ·11n1 ___ 1~-li J iJit.,'! )",,' I \li 

M_arc Ta~asuck, SOHO'S ,outgoing president, pr4:sided over the ceremonies, and 1r fltili !\fir i -·;,;~-'-·'I. · , j 
Councilman Jim Bates spoke m support of preservation. _ <fim,. .. ,~-4,u,m;;; IP~- ?.t'1¥q,1u _., .~ _ 

A wide variety of awards, some serious and some just fun were presented tollllll!lllll · P~ 1
'.~~; fiu.' , ... l · ·' 

deserving individuals and groups. Among the serious, SOHO's Certificate of Appre- •1 • ~ · 1
1 

• - · 

ciation award went to Beta Sigma Phi Sorority for their continued support of Heritage 
Park. (They donated money to move the Senlis Cottage). Also awarded a Certificate 
of Appreciation were Gordon Johnson for his Master's Thesis on the History of Heri-
tage Park, and Alice Crittenden for her continuing volunteer efforts. A lice also 
received a Life Membership in SOHO. 

On the lighter side, the Golden Plunger award found its way to Keith (Doc) Evans, 
along with the President's Award, presented to Doc by Marc Tarasuck, who said it 
was bein~ given to the person who got him out of the most trouble. 

The 'lovely" SOHO Lady Award was presented to Rae Berry for her outstanding 
contributions this past year, by last year's recipient, Cia Barron. (The SOHO Lady, 
by the way, is an authentic, antique, amazing, outrageous "lamp" of sorts). 

Also given a SOHO Certificate of Appreciation Award was Lynn Richards, for 
her very interesting slide presentation (using 3 screens, 6 projectors and tape re
corder) on the history of SOHO. This presentation, screened during the meeting, 
showed the alternatives between piles of rubble and restored buildings. 

Last, but certainly not least, Marc Tarasuck, our fantastic out-going president 
was given a special gift to remind him nostalgically of all those times he made his 
pilgrimages to the SOHO post office box--his own p . o. box door, (which now hangs 
at home on his wall.) 

The meeting concluded with the presentation of the slate of officers ior 1979 
and the election of same. Pat Schaelchlin, elected President, then presided over 
the remainder of the program. 

UNIVERSITY CLUB 
1333 7th Ave. 

7-11 pm 

Join the Friends of the Villa for 
their first fund-raiser on Nov. 17 
to benefit the Neighborhood Outreach 
Childrens Program at the Villa Mon
tezuma. Call 239-2211 for advance 
reservations by Nov. 15, $10 . per 
person, or $12. at the door . Friends 
of the Villa is an auxiliary of the 
San Diego Historical Society. 
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CHINESE FESTIVAL CONTINUES 

AT VILLA MONTEZUMA 

From September 1 7 to November 
12, the San Diego Historical Society 
and the Villa Montezuma will honor the 
unique contributions of Chinese Ameri
cans to the cultural and urban develop
ment of San Diego. 

The Villa 1 s Gallery will exhibit 
the paintings of four Chinese-American 
artists, ancient and modern Chinese 
artifacts and traditional Chinese robes 
from private collections. Pictures and 
documents of pioneer families in San 
Diego will be shown, as well as a 
special postage stamp exhibit from the 
People's Republic of China. 
Call 2 39-2211 for further information. 
The Villa Montezuma is open to the 
public Tuesday through F.ciday and 
Sunday from 1:00 to 4:30 p. m. and is 
located in Golden Hills at 1925 K St. 



'.'J'EW MEMBERS 

Car te r C. Tayl o r 
:Vlarcia L. Malkus 
Jacqueline :\L Pickell 
Robert & Ruth Carley 
M. H. Cunningham 
Mrs. J ose ph A. Walsh 
Pete & Judy '.'J'elson 
Ha rold & Katherine Ne lson 
David & Joyce Tharp 
Jeanie Bertolucc i 
Sh e ila A. Mehigan 
Robert & Mar il yn Vincent 
Doro th y M. Cleary family 
F ern M. J ackso n 
Michelle Lequin 
Dr. A nthony H. Gaussoin 
Balb oa ::vranor , Inc. 

President's Viewpoint 
continucu from page 3 

Board had the jurisdiction to approve 
the design of the proposed building. 
The owner accepted the terms that the 
structure be architectu ·rally compa
tible, that the materials conform to 
those in the other buildings and that 
the building be painted to approximate 
the 55 year-old Schindler structure's 
coloration, which had weathered. All 
of these requests were agreed to by 
the owner/ builder. 

Unfortunately, the structure was 
sold upon completion. The new owners, 
without obtaining a building permit 
(and professing ignorance of the site 
designation) and upon the recommen
dation of its lending institution, put in 
an aluminum window on the western 
side of the building, a clear violation 
of the agreed materials. Had they 
come to the Site Board (as they would 
have had to do upon applying for a 
building permit) the window probably 
would have been approved, for it was 
a perfectly acceptible alteration and 
the Board would have recommended 
the use of a compatible French-type 
wooden window. They also refused 
to paint the building to conform and 
additionally constructed an illegal six
foot vertical fence. The fence was 
beyond the jurisdiction of the Board, 
although it did recommend that it be 
replaced with a more agreeable hori
zontal fence. The Site Board, using 
its jurisdictional powers, requested 
that the window be replaced and that 
they paint the building as agreed. 

continued page 6 
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WASHINGTON & POINTS EAST 

Despite the mood of budget-cutting 
in both the Congress and White House, 
the Historic Preservation Fund will 
register a dramatic increase next year. 
Both the House and Senate have agreed 
to amounts considerably higher than 
the FY 1978 appropriation of $45 mil
lion - which was also that requested by 
the President for '79. 

The House agrees to $60 million 
while the Senate stands at $100 million, 
a difference that could cost state pro
grams $37 million in grant funds. The 
House is also insisting on restrictive 
language that would prohibit use of 
funds for "governmental" buildings 
and would require that 60% be for 11 neig 
hborhood preservation in historic dis
tricts or for structures that will con
tribute to community restoration." 

At the same time more Federal 
monies are assured, Heritage Conser
vation and Recreation Services (HCRS: 
administrative requirements for grantE 
programs are being restructured to 
expedite spending and, thus, demon
strate the need for the higher funding 
levels to Congress. Western State 
Historic preservation offices are com
plaining bitterly that process is being 
sacrificed for product (greater expen
ditures) and that the new regulations 
could encourage fiscal irresponsibility. 
Further, preservation is losing ground 
to bureaucracy as the new regulations 
require much increased reporting to 
Washington at the expense of time 
spent servicing local preservation 
needs. 

THE GRAND CENTRAL CASE 

You are probably aware that the 
U.S. Supreme Court handed down a 
crucial decision in the Penn Central 
Transportation Co. v. City at New 
York case. At last a preservation 
case captured the attention of the 
national media. In general the case 
upheld the constitutionality of preser
va tion ordinances if the restriction is 
openly arrived at and reasonably re
lated to the general welfare. Thus, the 
Court rejected the argument used to 
a ttack landmark ordinances: that land
mark designation is a "taking" of pri
vate propert y and requir es compensa
tion. Restrictions in the New York 
City ordinance permitted landmark 
owners a "reason a ble ret urn" an d 
''m axi mum latitude" co nsistent with 
preservation goals. 

Th e Court' s decision validates 
existing pr eserva tion or din a nces a nd 
will e ncoura ge future expa nsion to in
clude comprehensi ve preservation. 

--From Californians for 
Preservation Act10n, ::iept. 19 18 



SOHO depends upon member~hip due, . 
contribu1i ons. and fund rais ing acti vi1ies to 
support our res tora1ion/ pres en at ion exp.:n,es. 
Members receive the monthl y SOHO 
Newslette r and imitation s to , pecial e\'ent s. 
Gift memh.:r ships are availabk and we will 
, end the recip ient a .:ar d in your nam e 
ann o uncing the gift . Membcr ,hip s and 
donauon s are tax deductib le. Please join us! 

Please complet e and return this member ship 
fi.1rm to : 
Save Our Herita ge Organisation 
Post O flice Box 35 7 I 
Sa n LJicgo, C aliforni a 92 103 

Membcr,hip categorie s : 

0 Founder . .. . . . . .. . 
D Benefactor . . .. . 
D Corpora te . . 
D Pa 1ron .. 
D Donor . . .. . . . 

. .. SS.000 
. ... Sl,000 

. S500 
. . . SIOO 

. . S50 

N am~ 

Add rt ·~,:,. 

Phon t' 

D OrganiLauon .. . . 
D Sustaining . . . . 
0 Contrib uting 
0 Fa111ily 

. . . .. . . . .. 525 
. . . . .. .. ... 525 

. . S20 
512 
S8 

s_ 

D I am interested in .1oir1111g an action 
group. Please contact me! 

0 Singk . 
D Dvn ,uion \)n ly . 

continued from page 5 

The City Council in its hearing of 
the owners appeal, not only did not sup
port the Site Board (which was created 
to advise the Council in these matters) 
but it also severly admonished the 
Board for imposing 11 ridiculous' : requi
rements upon the home owner. 

The grave consequences of this 
decision is that the Council is unaware 
of the responsibilities of the Site Board 
--that of recognizing and protecting 
San Diego's historical resources. A 
second consequence is that it did not 
support its designated Board. This 
particular incident of the El Pueblo 
Ribera is not earth-shaking but its 
awarded appeal does set a precedent 

P.O . Box 3571 
San Diego, CA 92103 

(714) 225 - 1033 

address correction requested 
return postage guaranteed 

TAX EXl:MPTSTATUS 
SOIIO is exemp1 from Federal Income Tax under Section JOHc)(.ll of 
the Internal Revenue CO<k anti has l>een cl assified hy 1hc I R .S. as a 
charitahle. etlucational orga •ni1ation . 
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for future reversals. It seriously un
dermines the effectiveness of the His
torical Site Board. 

The reduction of this act shows us 
that the Council is uneducated in the 
intents of preservation and the purposes 
of the Site Board. But, all is not be
yond hope. The Council members are 
very approachable and futu r e contacts 
with SOHO members will solicit Coun
cil assistance in our practical app
roaches to preservation . We need 
them on our side and, whether they 
know it or not, they really do need us. 
Preservation is a viable commodity in 
San Diego today. 

PAT SCHAECHLIN 
President 
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