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A TRANSPLANTED 

What does an old l ine San Diego fami l y 
do when their elegant but fading home of 
three generations is t hreatened by the spec
tre of l ooming redeve l opment? In the case of 
Lee and Kathy Brown t hey _invest a year and 
a ha l f of t heir lives and a substantial s um 
of money moving it out of har ms way to a 
spectacular view lot on Poi nt Loma. 

For t he less ded ic ate d t he oft -t imes 
harrowing , so meti mes imposs i b l e - see ming 
t ask of re l oca tin g and r emode l i ng a se venty 
yea r old house mig ht appea r ill- advi se d. 
But t he Br owns ma de it a l abo r of l ove and 
f r i end ship and, with a meas ure of lu ck , 
have emer ge d fr om t he expe ri en ce with an 
ar chi tec tur a l showplac e as we ll as a vas t 
s t or e of in fo rmati on on r emode lin g t ec hniqu es 
and mat e ri al s . 

For Lee and Kat hy th e committm ent to 
keepi ng th ei r home came eas ily in th eory if 
not pr ac ti ce . Both ar e nativ e Point Lomans , 
and Kathy' s ti es to San Diego run a s f ar 
ba ck a s her gr eat grandfath er, a We lchman 
named Jones who arriv e d her e in th e 1800s 
to build railroad s in Mex ico. It was her 

HOUSE FINDS 

A HOME ON 

POINT LOMA 

grandfather, a co-founder of the Ari-Jones 
stationery company, who built the state l y 
bungalow at the corner of Union and B Streets 
during t he first decade of this century. In 
keep in g wit h the•post- Victorian tastes of 
the times he co ns t r uc t e d nis two bed r oom 
home with s i mple li nes , but l av i shed upon i t 
in t ricate craftsmansh i p and r i ch materia l s 
bef ittin g a yo un g bu si ness man i n bo omi ng 
t urn - of- t he- ce ntur y San Dieg o. 

Twent y yea r s lat er he move d t he hous e 
upto wn to th e corn er of Uni on and La ur e l 
and t here i t r ~mai ned thr ough th e turbul enc e 
of mid- cent ur y . 

By th e ea rl y 70s a dec linin g ne i ghbor
hood and th e push for corrnnerci a l developm ent 
of th e si t e had plac e d s urvival of the house 
i n j eopardy. Though still he ld by th e family, 
th e house had been rented out and vandals 
wer e us in g the e laborately crafted l ea ded 
gla s s f or targ e t practice. Des pite th e ir 
r e luctanc e to se e th e ir home demolished the 
Jone s family beg an to r es ign th emselve s to 
th e unthinkable. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 



GASLAMP QUARTER HEARING SET .Calendar 

San Diego's Gaslarnp District takes a first 
step towards fruition at a special City 
Planning Commission hearing at 1:30 P.M., 
Thursday, March 4 in City Hall. The district, 
an attempt to preserve an array of elegant 
Victorian and turn-of-the-century commercial 
buildings along Fifth Avenue south of Broad
way, is the result of efforts by a coalition 
of historians, preservationists, and concerned 
property owners. Using similar projects in 
Seattle, Vancouver, and elsewhere as models, 

FEB. 24 SOHO Board Meeting 
7:30 P.M. Minnick Residence 
2680 Larkin Place 
Members invited 

MAR. 4 Gaslamp Quarter Public Hearing 
1:30 P.M. 12th Floor 
City Administration Building 
202 C St. 

MAR. 5 San Diego City Historic Site 
Board Monthly Meeting 

the planners have devised a set of architectural 
criteria and implmenting regulations intended 

10 A.M. 4th Floor 
City Administration Building 

to encourage consistent but imaginative 
redevelopment throughout the area. Following 
approval by the Planning Commiss1on, the pro
posal will go to the City Council for final 
adoption. Reflections will have further details 
in a later issue. 
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MAR. 21 Antiquarian Speakers Seminar: 
Mr. John Austin, Curator of 
Ceramics, Williamsburg, Va. 
lOA.M. House of Hospitality 
Balboa Park. $10 admission 
inc�udes champagne buffet 
For information: 459-3753 

Noles 

�•:As part of our on-going educational effort, 
SOHO offers a variety of special tours and 
slide presentations to fraternal, school, 
and civic groups. Interested organizations 
are encouraged to take advantage of 
this service to learn more about our her
itage and how important its preservation 
is to our future. Contact SOHO for more 
information. 

*SOHO has a supply of glasses,
cups, and note paper imprinted
interpretations of San Diego's
Victocian homes. our pur.cbas
a contribution to SOHO and all

mugs,coffee 
with graphic 
outstanc!.ing 

ep_resents 
of our 

preservation efforts. Contact us or 
further information. 

*Volunteer guides and hosts are needed
for the Fall Coronado Tour. Get in touch
with Bruce Kamerling at 298-0118 or Donna
Regan at 460-3726 if you'd like to part
icipate in a unique autumn experience.

*The SOHO Garage Sale continues at a
brisk pace. January's installment net-
ted over a hundred dollars. We're constant
ly looking for donations: tools,kitchen
items, toys, books, and anything else
of value or interest. Drop them off at
Bill Cartright's,3821 1st, or call Bill
for pickup: 298-1021.
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Briefing 
TYROLEAN TERRACES PLEA DENIED 
aEGAL ACTION RUMORED 

Despit e last minute objections raised by 
a La Jolla envi ronm ent a l group, the City 
Historic Site Board ha s refused to halt 
demolition of th e Tyrolean Terraces, a 
turn-of-the-century group of cottages sa id 
to have historic value by the state officer 
of historic preservation. Early last year 

GOLDEN HILL GROUP VOWS TO 
SAVE MARTIN HOUSE 

The Greater Golden Hill Community Plan
ning association has vowed to do whatever 
is in its power to save the Patrick Martin 
~ouse at 25th and E Streets. As reported 
here earlier, a carpenters union owns the 
turn-of-the-century building and plans to 
demolish it to make way for a three-story 

SAN DIEGO ROWING CLUB KEEPS SITE, 
l.OSES BUILDING 

The San Diego Rowing Club i s staying put. 
but at th e price of losing its turn-of-the 
century building. The club struck an agree-

the Site Board chose to designate only the 
"land site" and not the buildings as his
toric ally significant, c l earing the way 
for demolition. However Tony Ciani,spokes
pers on for th e La Jolla enviro nmenta lists, 
cont ends the law requires an environ mental 
review process for all "sites". On February 
6th the Site Board voted to igno r e Ciani's 
interpretation and allow demolition. Sources 
say a la st ditch legal act ion may be in the 
works. 

concrete meeting hall. The Golden Hill 
group says the house is an important 
remind er of old San Diego and a valuable 
contributor to -present community character 
and id entity. The gro up has offered to 
work with the union to find viable re-
uses for the house and has r equeste d a 
meetin g t o discuss metho ds of preservation. 

ment with the Port Commiss ion to retain 
faciliti es in i t s prese nt location next 
to a propos ed recreational marina. Under 
the agreemen t however the old structure 
must come down by dictate of the Por t. 



TRANSPLANTED HOUSE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE l 
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Enter Lee, a politcal science instructor 
at Grossmont College, and his wife Kathy. 
They had lived in the house for a time and 
had developed a respec� for it. Fortunately 
Kathy had been bequeathed a lot 
by her grandmother. 
What better way to fill it than with the 
Union Street bungalow built by her grand
father? 

With the special zeal of the uninitiat
ed, the Browns got their project underway. 
But moving and reconstructing a house was no 
job for amateurs. Bill Charmann, a multi
talented friend from Lee's days at Point 
Loma High had grown up to be a contractor 
and was quickly recruited to mastermind the 
project. At his suggestion the architectural 
team of Gluth and Quigley was retained to 
undertake the elaborate redesign neccessary 
to make the house a modern home for the 
Brawns and their two small children. 

By the summer of 1 75 when the house 
was cut in half and jacked onto trucks for the 
move, Lee and Kathy and a large group of 
neighbors and friends had spent months pre
paring the new site and disassembling the 
precise cabinetry and moldings for separate 
transport, but were still more than half 
a year away from completion. Once relocated, 
the house required replumbing, rewiring, 
and a new upstairs to accomodate the master 
bedroom with a view the Browns had planned. 
With all that work to come even the best 
of spirits began to sag. 

But there was more good fortune in 
store. "Suddenly," according to Lee, "the 
house became a magnet for people who wanted 
to help out. My students. More old friends. 
Even strangers 9ame around and offered to 
lend a hand. I was amazed." 

SOHO members Lee and Kathy Brown have 
volunteered their experience and ex
pertise to those who may be contemplating 
projects similar to theirs, They may be 
contacted  through REFLECTIONS. 

construction work and have a better tolerance 
of the delays inevitable in this kind of 
undertaking. And I know where to find the 
best of almost anything needed to restore 
an old house." Did he have any trouble 
with the building inspector? "I had to 
post a bond which I considered excessive, 
but otherwise I think they were very fair. 
We had the most difficulty with financing. 
Bankers aren't used to projects like ours." 

PLANNING FOR THE PAST 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

seemed to have more cohesive and innovative 
programs. In many cities private organiza
tions that appealed for citizen support were 
the primary catalysts, but of course these 
groups lack the knowledge of the inner work
ings of government and the various funding 
programs. Some non-profit community preser
vation organizations have succeeded in 
getting moderate amounts of money from 
donations, membership fees, entry fees (to 
special events or restored buildings), and 
money and property left to the organization 
in wills and trusts. 

Historic buildings are gradually being 
eroded away by our fast changing society 
that favors newness and bigness. Preservation 
stands a chance only through the combined ef
forts of sensitive planners, dedicated citi
zens and,perhaps, innovative entrepreneurs. 

One benefit shared by all who participated 
was a thorough apprenticeship in the building 
trades. "Our friend Bill Charmann was at first 
reluctant to put us to work, but once we con
vinced him we were up to it he began to take 
us for granted," Kathy now says with a smile. 
"I did a lot of nailing." 

Lee says he has a new respect for 
building and craftsmanship as a result of 
the move. "I understand the meaning of quality 
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Correction: Due to typographical error 
individual membership dues were mis
stated last month. They are $8.00 
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PLANNING FOR THE PAST 

by MICHAEL JONES 
In mos t citi es th e onl y monu

ment s to pa s t gr owth and deve lop
ment a r e old buildin gs th a t st and 
i n qui e t di gn it y as r e lic s of a by gon e 
er a . As develo pment pr ess ure s and urban 
r enewa l ga i n momentum to provid e new 
grow t h, our old buildin gs come cra sh
in g t o th e ground to be r eplac ed by 
apa rtm ent s and par kin g lot s . Today 
a ll acro ss th e nat i on c i tize ns ar e 
voca li z in g t he ir conte mpt a t th e des 
tr uct io n of t hese irrep l a ceab l e h is 
t oric bu il dings . 

Prese r va t ion today has ca ught on 
the bandwago n with the fa d fo r t he nos 
ta l gic, especia ll y duri ng our bice nt en
nia l celebra t io n when we r ef l ec t on our 
heritage . Pre se rvin g th e evide nce of 
our heritag e i s a ta s k that no generation 
can for e sak e . Homer, i n the te nth cent ury 
B. C. s aid, "the fath er s did not erase the 
past but l ink ed it by firm ties to t he 
fut ure. " Our historical bui l di ngs are 
s ome of our la s t r emainin g physical l ink
~ges with our urban evol ution th at s hould 

e pr eser ved for futur e ge ner a tion s to 
admire and a ppre ci a t e . The pr ese r va ti on 
move ment i s now a v i abl e fo rc e i n pr ac
tically eve r y c it y t hr eate ned wi th th e 
destr uctio n of one of its significant 
historica l buildings. Many historical 
bu .ildi ngs have bee n r aze d in th e name of 
pro gress , and on l y t hr ough a concerte d 
effor t by co nce rn e d ci t ize ns do t he most 
e l ega nt buildin gs s t and a ch anc e of be in g 
spare d th e wra th of th e bull doze r. 

Pr es erv a t i on i s bec omin g more and 
mor e difficult in li ght of skyrock e tin g 
con s truction co s t s and deve lopm ent pr es 
sur e that c ompet es for urban s pac e . Modern 
buildin g cod es and zonin g r es trictions al so 
contrib ut e to incr easi ng cos ts and furth er 
incumbe r th e pr es ervat i on is t with add ed 
r es triction s . Because of th ese con s traint s 
l a r ge buildi ngs become un economic a l t o 
r es tor e in th ei r ori gina l uses or funct i on s 
an d s o mus t ad apt to new uses . New "ad ap
tiv e us es" must be emplo ye d that facilitate 
r estoratio n , but don't r e quire radica l 
cha nges in archit e ct ura l character. 
l u i l dings shoul dn ' t be a l l pr ese rved as 

'-m useums fi l led with period furnishin gs . 
When adapted to new use s th ey can oft entim e s 
add an effectiv e contras t whil e a t t he s ame 
tim e maintainin g t he property on ta x role s . 
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SOHO member Mike Jones recently returned 
f ro m an ex haustive th ree month pr e se rvat ion 
fact fi nding trip thr ough t he United States 
and Canada . In this arti c le he sh ares some 
of his findi ngs. 

It's be comi ng commonplace t o s e e old ware
hou s es, gar ages, stor es, et c ., conv ert ed 
to boutiqu es , r esta urants, offic es , and 
apartment s . 

The r evit a li za tion of old neighbor
hood s is t aki ng pl ace in cities like Chi
cag o, New York , Phi ladelphia, Charle s ton, 
Pi tt sbur g , Sava nnah, e t al. Ne i ghborhoods 
of de t e ri orati ng r ow houses ar e be in g r e 
s tor ed and be come f as hion abl e ar ea s in 
which to li ve . This phenomena ha s been 
a gr eat cata l yst in t he ur ban pr eser va tion 
move ment . The Pioneer Square Dis tr i ct i n 
Sea ttl e has incorpora t ed low incom e hous
i ng . Thi s t ype of deve l opment i s enc our ag 
ed, es pecia ll y sinc e Fe der a l assistance ca n 
be obt ained . Mos t l arge c i ties have emplo y
ed t he "sp e cia l di s tri ct " as a zon ing device 
t o i mpl ement pr eser vat i on. Distr i ct s are 
specia l enc lav e s where a un ique gro uping 
of histori c bui ldin gs occur and offer t he 
oppo r t un ity to es t ablish an hi stori c zone. 
This zone many tim es becomes a center of 
attra c ti on fo r reside nt s and touri s t s al i ke. 
Thes e di stricts r eve r s e de ca y in g tr ends and 
in te rj ec t eco nomi c viabi lity a s well a s 
vi ta lit y . 

New l aws and bi ll s ar e con s t antl y be 
in g introduced to al l ow f und s f or preser
vatio n , but many times t he bill s get voted 
down as costly fri ll s . New York City ha s 
adop t ed t he "air rig hts tran s f er" conc ept 
t hat a ll ows a property owner who owns an 
his t or ic site to use or se ll hi s deve lop
ment r ig hts to be ut ili ze d on anoth er s ite 
in ord er th at t he his toric bui l din g remain. 
Gr ant s and reve nue sharin g ar e met hods where
by a city or ot her entity may get f unds 
from a hi gher gover nmental body (e. g . c i t y 
ge t s money f ro m s t a t e ). Revo l ving funds are 
utili ze d t o f in anc e t he restoration of build
i ngs wi th lo w i ntere st, short term loans 
th a t a r e ear mark e d f or restoration construc 
ti on on l y . All th ese meas ure s have enjoy ed 
ce rtain s uc cesses . Some sta t es hav e adopted 
l eg i s lation th a t wi ll e xempt de si gnated 
h i s torical prop erty from fu ll taxation (e . 
g . New J ersey, Maryland, Ore gon, Cal if or n ia). 
On my recent tr ek through some thirty-five 
s tates I attempted to observe various programs . 
Those cities whic h had ful l t i me city pl anners 
who speciali ze d i n on l y preservation wor k 
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New Members 
Fl orence C. Nagler 
Mrs. Chris Cromer 
Pene l ope C. Patten 
Kent and Janed Casady 
Harris and Ardetta Stiener 
Marshia B. Klien 
Henry Schwartz 
Bob Glasheen 
Mrs. Robert G. McGlashan 
Lynn A. Sche nk 
Jo hn S. Moran 

WHY NOT J OIN US? 

SOHO i s a national l y reco gnized, one
of- a - ki nd orga n isatio n dedicated to 

fostering enjoyment and preservation of 
those older buildings and neighborhoods 
which make San Diego such an interesting 
and attractive place to be. SOHO offers an 
opportunity to let elected officials know 
that our heritage is too valuable to be 
needlessly discarded. We provide findncia l 
and technical know- 1ww to indiv.iduals ~md 
groups which seek. to save older build.ings. 
And we conduct tours and other events which 
let ordinary people share in San Diego's 
fascinating past. If you appreciate the 
intricate craftsmanship of an earlier era, 
are pl anning to buy and restore an older 
home, or j ust enjoy a we~kend walking tour 
of an old San Diego neighborhood, then 
SOHO has something to offer you. 

-------------- ----- . ------------ - -- - ------------1 

Membership a Renewal 1976 I 
I Name__ _ ______ _ _ _ _ ___________ __ _____ I 
I 

Address _ __ ___ _ _ ___ _____ _ ___________ I 
I 

City ---- ----- -- -------- -- - ---- I 
Zip Code Phone 

--- - ------- --
Memberships avai l abl e Individua l $8 . 00 Famil y $12 .00 Corporate $20.00 

C=:J I am interested in joining an action group. Please contact me 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I Tax Exemp t Status 

SOHO is exempt from Federal Income Tax under Section 
Interna l Revenue Code and has been classified by the 
e duc ation a+ org a n i zation. 

501 (c) (3) 
I. R. S. as 

of t h e I 
a charitable •I 

- ----------- - -- - ------- ---- ---- - -- --- - --- - -- - - - - --

·SOHO 
l\,s t Office Box 3571 

. 5.1n Diego Ca. 92103 

Adcircss Correction Requested 

Bruce Kamerling 
p .o. Box 11352 
San Die go, Ca 92111 
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