
NOVEMBER 1975 

Reflections 
Post Offic e Box 3571, San Diego, Ca . 92103 225-1033 

GOLDEN HILLS -

WITHERING HEIGHTS? 

Golden Hills, one of the City's last 
untouched preserves of Turn-of-the
Century structures, has become the site 
of quiet deliberations on the fate of 
future development. Granted authority 
last year to work wit h city planners in 
de visi n g a n e i gh bo rhoo d growth strate gy, 
the Go ld en Hi ll s Preci s e P lanning O r
ganizat i on ha s taken the first steps 
towar ds rec ogn i z ing a nd preserving the 
area 's rich architectural heritage. 

The Golden Hills Planners have 
every reason to be optimistic about the 
eventual outcome of their efforts. 
Bruce Dammann, a noted architect who 
has rehabilitated a large bungalow built 
by the Scripps family, chairs the group's 
urban design subcommittee. Dammann 
has brought professional design know
how and contagious energy to group ' s 
de li be r at i on s . 

An ot he r s tr ong ba s e of su ppor t ha s be e n the area's la r ge mi nority a na l ow
incom e population. At fi r st suspicious of the pres erva tionist s -- on grounds th ey 
were elitists wh o placed st r uctural over social valu e s -- minority r e pr e sentatives 
on the group's e xecutive board now appea r co nvinc e d th a t s aving th e ex isting 
housing stock is one of the most realistic alternatives t o th e potenti a l encroach
rrient of expensive and exclusive high rise developm e nt. 

Both factions recently co-authored a bid to the City Council for community 
development block g r ant funding of a comprehensive preservation prog r am which 
would allow low-income prop e rt y owners to upgrade their structur e s. 

Lest false optimism prevail, the City bureaucracy is still pondering the fate 
of money for Golden Hills and the planning gr oup itself is fraught with uncertainty 
over ways to devise a program of developmental regulations and incentives in 
keeping with the area ' s unique architectural environment . A hoped-for deadline 
for comp l etion of the precise plan has been set for early next year, meanwhile 
Golden Hi ll s residents who are interested in the planning process are encouraged 
to contact the City Planning Department, 202 C Street , for further details. 



A Holiday Open House 
A cordial invitation has been extended to al1 SOHO members by the G lass 

Gallery. You have seen the Gallery ' s stained glass work displayed during our 
National City Tour and at the Francis Family Antique Complex. During this 
weekend you will have the opportunity to purchase some of th~ir display pieces 
from 1975 at a reduced rate as well as to take advantage of the Gallery ' s specia l 
selection of expertly handcrafted holiday gift i t ems .... reasonably pr iced from 
$2 to $2 5. 

A Friday night reception from 6:00 until 10:00 will kick off the weekend. 
T h e open house wi ll continue Saturday and Sunday from 11 :00 a. m. until 10:00 p. m. 
Th e festivities will be held at the Glass Ga ll ery, 2727 Adams Avenue (at the 
corner of Adams and Idaho) the weekend of December 5th, 6th and 7th. 

AS AN EXTRA ADDED ATTRACTION a floral motif , leaded glass window 
wi ll be raffled during the weekend. All proceeds from the raffle will be donated 
t o SOHO .. .. HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE'. 

TOUR GUIDES 

SOHO has always been very much 
involved in opening up San Diego's 
historical treasures to its citizens and 
visitors. In an effort to do this, we 
have an on-going tour guide program. 
We are now again opening our guide
training activity to increase our core 
group of informed SOHO guides. This 
is one of the most enjoyable and 
rewarding aspects at becoming in vo l ved 
in SOHO. If you wou l d li ke to become 
one of these key individuals, please 
ca ll SOHO ' s number, 225- 1033, a n d 
l eave a message with our answer ing 
service. 

Recycled Era 
The following are excerpts from a recent 
article in the S. D. Daily Transcript by 
Denise A. Carabet: 

Los Altos - When a savings and loan 
with an II out-of-town" name, like San 
Diego Federal, makes a break into a 
Northern Ca l ifornia market, like Los 
Altos, how does it go about endearing 
those res i dents to it? 

By purchasing its c i rca 1913 tra in 
de po t , refur bi s hi ng it t o bygone gra nde u r 
a nd th en th row ing· a par ty for the lea di ng 
c iti ze n s , a ll po t e nti a l depos i tors --but 
w it h disc ree t good tas te. 

Between munches of fresh fruit and 
cheese, Los Altos' former mayor con
fided, 11 It's wonderful that the savings 
and loan did this. The city sure didn ' t 
have the money to put into the depot." 

The bungalow -type commuter 
station and two cars--one caboose and 
one exquisite old parlor car with sculp
tured ceiling- -was brimming with Los 
Altos citizens, San Diego Federal '--....-/ 
personne l , media and even a Federal 
Home Loan Bank representat i ve or two, 
a t Th urs day's welcom in g par ty . The 
S&L branch opened for bu si n ess last 
M onday. 

Los A lt os res iden t s, who could very 
accura t e ly be compared wi th La Jo ll a 
res i dents, delighted in re la t ing tales 
abo u t the old sta ti on, and nos talg i cally 
outlined t rips taken from the one - time 
commuter port. 

San Diego Federal ' s arch i tects built 
a porch-like front on the bu i lding, a l 
though originally the only ornamentation 
was on the track side, not the street. 
Cream colored walls and unfinished 
beams still dominate the room, and tel
lers peer through old brass wi re mesh 
ticket cages at customers who tred on 
Chinese red carpeting. In the waiting 
area, the floorboards are rough and un
finished. Behind the manager ' s impo
sing antique desk is a s toreroom marked 
II b " aggage. 

T h e caboose wi ll a l so be used for ~'-
branc h s t orage , but th e pa rl our car w ill 
be give n ov er to th e c om munit y for a 
m e et ing plac e . 



NEWS FLASH I 
LABOR UNION PLANS DESTRUCTION 
'JF MANSION 

'--- ·' 
Lending immediacy to th e preser

vation concerns of Golden Hill residents 
is th e impending demo lition of the noted 
Patrick Martin house at 25th & E Streets. 
A sp okesperson for the Shipwright a nd 
Boat Builders Local 1300 , A FL-CIO 
says th e Union is cra mped for space at 
its present h ead qu ar t e rs and ' ' the bull
dozers would be at work tomorrow" at 

Thumbnail Tour: 
GOLDEN HILLS 

Golden Hills is a predominantly 
residential n eighborhood on th e south
east bord er of Balboa Park. Three 
styles of housing representing approxi
mately 30 years of developmental 
history are found. Begin the tour at the 
corner of 20th and Broadway and notice 
a n umb er of small Victorian houses as 
we ll as an Oriental pa tt ern bu n ga lo w. 
Move eas t a lon g Broadway to 23rd St., 
a nd the Haywood-Patterson house, a 
city historical landmark now being 
exhaustively renovated by a private par1y. 

the Martin si t e if not for financial corn -
mitments th e Union has made in co n
nection with a sh ip yard strike. Curren t 
plans ca ll for demo lition of the house in 
less than a year and th e construction of 
a concre te block Un ion Hall on the 
property. 

M embers of the comm unity hav e 
complained that the Union has been 
unresponsive to their please for preser
vation and r e -use of th e structure, but 
efforts are in progress to a rrange 
further discussion of the issu e. 

\ 
At 24th, find the ~uartermass-Wilde 
house, another historic site built in 
1896 . Down the street at 2456 Broadway 
is the Frost house, Irving Gill ' s first 
design project in San Diego. Thr ou gh 
out this neighborhood are examp l es of 
larg e mansions circa 1895, at least one 

----...... of which is in danger of destruction. 
7n 'Z,O" ,-,uff' 
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Proceed north and eas t through th e 
comm unity to th e area of 28 th St reet and 
th e Pa rk. Many of San Diego 's finest 
bungalows are located h ere, an d the 
noted "Craftsman" style popular a t the 
tu r n of the century i s clearly app arent . 
For further information on design 
influenc es in Golden Hills , the following 
material is he l pfu l : "Whithering 
Heights " by C lare Crane, San Diego 
Magazine , March 1971. Euilding With 
Na tur e, by Les li e Fre u denhe im, 
Pe r e grine -Sm ith , 19 74 . 



New Members 
Joining our ever-growing ranks in the month of October: 

Richard & Natalie Mates 
M . John McDonough 
Milton & Jean Cree k 
Robert & A. Crotean 
Alexander & Lor~aine Doig 
Mrs. David Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Bell 
Roger Bignell (Bignell Construction 

& Development Company) 

Sherman Storr 
Ma rtha Wilkin s 
Jea n B . Woodw ar d 
E m il ie C. Duggan 
M. J . Graham 
Evelyn R. Hessling 
Karen Hughes 
Terry J. Horton 
Tara J.M. Kryzywicki 
Mark Elliott Lugo 

Mrs. Henry C. Milam, Sr. 
Lynn C. Naibert 
Patricia L. Porter 
Joseph F . Rice .__. 
R. J. & Ba r bara Seymour 
Dani e l & Jane Schaff e r 
J oe She rm a n 
Dale & Maryolive Shoup 
Douglas Sirkegian 
E. Al & Pearl Slay e n 
Steve & Susan Smith 
Judy A. Spratt 
Mrs. William D. Stemple 

We extend a sincere word of welcome to all of you, and cordially hope you 
will become actively involved in all the activities within our dynamic organization. 
Just call 225-1033 and leave your name and number if you are interested in 
helping. 
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Tax Exempt Status 
SOHO is exempt from Federal Income Tax un der Sec t ion 
Internal Revenue Code and has been classified by the 
educational organization. 
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