1. In researching and compiling two reports, Historic Designation and Residential Property Values and Estimating the Value of the Historical Designation Externality, Andrew Narwold created what have become the go-to documents for the City of San Diego, SOHO, historic districts, and homeowners alike. The level at which these reports were prepared had not been seen before and they played a large part in providing essential information to help SOHO and the community at large to save the Mills Act. Together, these reports represent a potent tool in the preservationist’s arsenal and have furthered the understanding of the economics of preservation.

2. Elevating the graphic standards of Legacy 106, the historic research and reports company she and her husband own, has proved invaluable. Dale goes above and beyond the requirements of designation reports in her quest for sharing and creating a record for the historical and architectural legacy of San Diego’s places and its people. She has raised the bar in the level of detail in the historic designation reports she provides to homeowners using the history to preserve these houses. Dale May goes above and beyond, and selflessly shares her knowledge in the great tradition of the best preservationists.

3. Ohr Shalom Synagogue is an iconic landmark of San Diego. Built as Temple Beth Israel in 1926 it was designed by notable architect William H. Wheeler. The Ohr Shalom congregation raised more than $3.6 million to both restore and renovate the synagogue. With the renovation of this building Ohr Shalom has preserved an important part of the neighborhood’s history for the greater good of the community.

Renovating the building meant undoing some of the modernization of the 1950s to reveal the original beauty of this master architect-designed site. Along with cosmetic and decorative work the structure was seismically retrofitted and brought to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

We would be remiss to not also recognize the efforts by so many, including Stan and Laurel Schwartz, to first save from demolition the historic Beth Israel.

As a designated historic site Ohr Shalom chose to follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and retain as much original fabric as possible while keeping with the new needs of a growing congregation.

4. The reconstruction of the Sikes Adobe Farmstead is to be highly commended. The San Dieguito River Park, its volunteers, chosen architects, contractors and specialists involved with the reconstruction, all are to be applauded. All but lost in the wildfires of 2007, a fire in which San Diego lost the greatest number of historic sites in 60 years, Sikes stewards were able to reconstruct using the detailed documentation of a historic sites report that was done by IS Architecture in the first restoration, that, coupled with the forethought of the San Dieguito River Park to have the building fully insured, made the reconstruction possible. Along with the reconstruction work it is the Friends of Sikes Adobe who operate it that are responsible for truly bringing it back to life. It is clear to all who visit that the loss of the site in the fire was so devastating that there is a renewed will and determination to make Sikes as successful a museum and cultural site as it can be.

5. When it was learned that a masterful piece of mid century residential architecture, the Captain and Mrs. A. J. Peterson Residence, was going to be demolished rather than enjoyed and lived in as was promised to the seller when the home was purchased by what was in actuality real estate speculators, these neighbors went into action immediately. First they tried reason. The value of the home, even more than its location facing the golf course in Coronado, was in being a fantastic example of the work of master architect Homer Delawie and an indispensable part of Delawie’s indelible contribution to San Diego’s architectural history. Coronado’s historic guidelines are a mixed bag of sensibilities and the few surviving modern works are in stark contrast to the seaside cottage community’s idea of their history, so the education of why the home was so important also became part of the battle to save it.

Rallying the community was long time advocate, architect Christopher Ackerman and neighbors Marilyn Fulton, Dani Grady and husband Ralph Greenspan, and along with the help of a caring councilperson, Barbara Denny, they were able to get the demolition permit denied while they prepared an application for the California State Historic Resource Commission to nominate the home to be placed on the National Register of Historic Places. It was deemed eligible and is now awaiting designation. Even then, the owner continued to demolish the property ultimately requiring a court ordered cease and desist!

Through their dogged activism they were able to save this significant mid century master architect-designed home and an important piece of Coronado history.

6. Built in 1907 by land developer Reuben Quartermass, the Quartermass-Stensrud House originally fronted onto University Avenue. In 1929 the house was moved to a more residential location in the El Cerrito neighborhood. The home ultimately went through more than fifteen owners before being purchased by the current owners Gladene and Newell Booth in 2000, who spent the next seven years researching and restoring the dignity of this grand and elegant home, and which received historic designation from the City of San Diego in 2002.

Previous residents had “modernized” the home with popcorn ceilings with gold flecks, black paint on the wood moldings, whole wall mirrors in the front hall and lava rock covered a fireplace and was used as a wall surface.

Restoration and rehabilitation included rebuilding the original front porch, restoration or exact replication of more than 100 diamond shaped windowpanes and even the outhouse received its due attention.

Stripping the paint off the column capitals revealed a gorgeously detailed carved motif. Missing details and woodwork were expertly replaced. Cabinets were replicated based on the one remaining original. The lava rock was removed and replaced with a period appropriate mantle and fireplace surround. Floors were stripped, sanded and refinished. The hands-on common sense approach and innovation in reusing original fabric, such as the laundry chute lining being used for missing counter tops in the butlers pantry, sets this restoration apart from the rest.

7. The 1926 William and Ida Cook House was designated by the City of San Diego just two months ago for being a good example of the Spanish Eclectic style and retaining a good level of architectural integrity. This was not a possibility when the owners purchased the home that was on the cusp of demolition having sat vacant for 20 years and having suffered both remodeling and neglect.

The home came complete with truckloads of trash in the yard, ivy growing into the windows, serious water damage in the kitchen and bathrooms, and filth on every surface of the home. A hodge-podge of aluminum windows, corrugated fiberglass awnings, and most of the original wood windows that were left were barely intact.

With the disastrous condition of the interior somehow original fabric, such as the gumwood trim and doors, and the Batchelder fireplace, had survived and were able to be restored. The kitchen and bathrooms were beautifully and sensitively remodeled, using period materials and finishes, along with antique lighting and fixtures. Extensive cosmetic work aside, a major rehabilitation of the entire home was done with a full re-plumbing and rewiring.

Rehabilitating the house brought renewed life into this historic home and it is once again a grand focal point in the neighborhood.

8. Often the story of a home restoration begins with a vision of what could be that no one but the homeowners can see. Such was the case with the project of Page Manor, it was hard for even ardent old house fans to see past the dilapidation and years of neglect, but Elizabeth Courtiér and Alfonso Escalante saw it and had a clear vision of what they wanted to accomplish. Interior and exterior, windows, plaster, stucco, floors, were all in disrepair or missing. Alfonso did or oversaw much of the actual work with Elizabeth keeping a fine eye on all. As collectors of modern art and furnishings they have meshed the interior of this 1910 home with 1950s sensibilities with great style. Designation was another hurdle that took years to get through the city system but perseverance and patience paid off and just this year Page Manor is now a designated historic site.

9. If only all historic buildings could receive the level of detail and care that went into the complete restoration of the Cosmopolitan Hotel and Restaurant! The Casa de Bandini-Cosmopolitan Hotel boasts an extensive history with its distinctive architectural character and association with significant people and events in the state’s history.

After a 6.5 million dollar rehabilitation and restoration this historic landmark has been returned to its historic appearance as the 1869 Cosmopolitan Hotel, fulfilling a 50-year goal and promise to restore the 19th-century landmark.

A project of such magnitude is rarely undertaken in San Diego, with over 60 professionals that included individuals, historians, archeologists, architects, state employees, contractors, artists, and other specialists, engaged in this massive restoration it is impossible to list them all, but suffice it to say it took each individual’s personal attention, dedication, care and passion to make this the outstanding project that it truly is. Intensive research and documentation, below and above ground archeology and forensics that took place for the 180-year-old building were an important factor as was the retention, preservation and reuse of extensive original historic fabric, these things together with the use of traditional materials, all contributed to making this a remarkable project. The Old Town San Diego State Historic Park, its partners Chuck Ross of Fiesta de Reyes, current proprietor Joseph Melluso and past lessee Delaware North, all are to be commended for not only the massive restoration but also for taking a difficult stand against an invasive popular culture that had obscured San Diego’s significant place in history and hidden our own unique architecture. Instead, the role and duty to all Californians as a state historic park were taken quite seriously, and in doing so, the promise of the preservation and protection of the rich legacy of Old Town San Diego has been kept.

10. Sandor Shapery has personally saved through the purchase, restoration, rehabilitation, and renovation, more buildings from SOHO’s Most Endangered List and from our internal watch list than any other person in SOHO’s history.

Sitting board members of SOHO are rarely awarded a PIP, but upon occasion there have been exceptions to the rule and because of the enormous preservation work that he has done and is continuing to do it was agreed that such an important body of work should not go unrecognized.

Sandy’s drive to preserve some of the most neglected and endangered of historic resources in San Diego, and to prevail embodies the best of preservation and adaptive reuse.

These projects include:

Victoria Square in downtown San Diego, which was Sandor’s first investment in downtown real estate after graduating Law School. After adaptively reusing the structures as commercial space, he sold them, but re-purchased them in 2008 and has renovated them back into residential use.

The South Park Historic commercial center, a collection of historic buildings that had been boarded up for 50 years when Sandy purchased and revitalized them and that portion of the neighborhood in doing so. Each building was retrofitted structurally, along with electrical, plumbing, air conditioning, renovation of interiors and restoration to exterior facades.

The Lyon Building and Lyon Rental, also known as the 15th Street Apartment Hotel on the southwest corner of 15th and J Streets was originally constructed in 1884 as a two-story, Victorian style, mixed-use residential/commercial structure. This and the Victorian vernacular style, residential cottage next door were on SOHO’s most endangered list but were considered to be one that would probably be lost as the condition, coupled with the asking price, was beyond what most investors or restorationists would likely tackle. SOHO asked Sandy to take a look at the project and he took it on. An amazing feat that in itself alone would garner preservationist of the year for its sheer effort of structural renovation, seismic retrofit, and the historic restoration/rehabilitation of both buildings, which is still underway.

And most recently Sandor has taken on one of SOHO's most watched historic buildings in San Diego, the Bay View Hotel. Sited on the northeast corner of Park Boulevard and Island the Bay View is one of the first hotels built in Horton’s new downtown San Diego. The one-time elegant hotel had endured hard times with decades of neglect and misuse, and remodel.

Currently under rehabilitation, improvements include the addition of a caged, period elevator for the convenience of guests, bathrooms and kitchens in every suite, and a completely new electrical and mechanical/air conditioning system. Original wood interiors and trim are to be restored and any materials that cannot be restored will be replaced in kind. All furnishings will be period designed pieces built for the rooms based upon original photos of the rooms and a restaurant will be reintroduced on the ground floor.

Sometime during the hotel’s history the top floor along with its towers and pitched roof was removed purportedly due to a fire. All of this will be reconstructed and replaced and the Bay view will once again become a prominent meeting place and a cultural, historic and aesthetic amendment to the downtown area.
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