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amados p&stores. Vamos caminendo -
"Que 1o resplandores, del dia va en llegando.

Que noche tan linds pars caminar
~Ko mas que es mu. corte v hsy mucho que andar.

'.Por- entrestos rigquos'y de sus verdores
;Huestro rancho aremos, hermsnos pastores.
Y ‘pues ya. Ilegamos hay lugar desizdo,
:Sientemo nos todos dque yo estoy cansado.

"Queries o _no guei‘ies te has de 1evante.r. ) I
vuvl‘icc -0 /QUeTLes Ve hes i 1lsvanvare - - T TR

todos nosotros te hemos de llevar,
todos nosotros te hemos de 1levar. : -

i mucho’ bastimento
; astimento mucho mucho bagtimento.
’Bastimento mucho, mucho bastimento.

Enel -p'd_i‘tai de Belen, - : ‘
De muéstro Dios su manado (fragment) B -

v.Quien¥e hizb tan fortunoso. :
‘Quienlte hizo ti su aloje ,(fragment)
Un Eios todo poderoso.

‘LJJ. -~ A3 Aam’ AR =
3- aAdics. adiscs v nific 1ind
Al

dios, Maria bella, adios Jose emado,
Ya nos vamos todos por nuestro P&n&da.

. Muy contentos vamos, bien sgradecid:
Del recebimiento aue agamos tenida.

" Dicen’los _oastores,bien agradeci:. v v -
Del recebimiento que =gamos teni.. - "

-‘Bues vamonos muy gustoscs a pastoria el ganado,
»,.Q‘%'sza,,tuvimo_sp_a dicha de ver & Dios su menado.




‘Gloria & Dios & tzl sefor,
~Los .engeles en el cielo,’
Y. los hombres en la tierrs
Con alegrias fervor.

Gloria e.Dios en las alturas,

Y paz a el hombre en ls tilerra. - : o

-

‘The above songs are = part of-.a pley given .in our houss in the 70's. I =
g-one of the shepherdesses, six in all. We were draped in Spanish shawli
d7our hair curled on irons. Ve carried staves and gifts for the child
Mine;was: s ‘string of f£ish. One s of abalone,; presented to-me by one of:the:

¥d-fovn-boyss: I have it yet. We kent time to ‘the music as we .marched. by .
striking the floor with our staves. Don Jose lariz Estudillo ‘represented:
‘Tugcifer, in black sult endsidg sash. His young son represented the arch-
angel Michael by whom he.was fefeated in & sword conbest. The baby-was:
very much cherished little gaint from the old church. My -'spelling ‘is at:
Pault throughout this transeription as It is many.years since -this pley. wa
:given and-I have forgotten much of the text, but I have tried to give-i%t-at
'Jeagt phonetically in the hovpe that something may be made-of it Most!of th
vley was spoken dialogue of which I knmew nothing except my -ovn part. Here:.it

- "dugho nos hemos tsrdado en. hacer nuestro camino - CoE

Pues ya mi amor le previno una sarta de pescado. (4 string of fish.):
Vamos -que estoy con culdado no vaya estar enfermito, .- o
Pues 1o - que yo salicito. o .

* Bs que eg sin novedad, su divine mejesuud, ,

. En que mi alme deposito:-’

-

t

i

Phere were four young girls snd two older women representing the shep- ¢
 herdesses. The older women were Dofia Luz varTon Estudillo. wife of Don Jose
"Maris; and Doilz Lugarda lachado.The three other girls were the daughters.of
Don - José larie and Dofia Luz. The vlay was given elso at Rosario,Hg}l, Sen

~-Diego. .

i
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T,0S PASTORES (Rough notes -- recollections of iiss Whaley) .~

That was given of course in the church here. ¥ ©Here in
this house, also. Mrs. Iuz Marron de Estudillo -- she was
the wife of Fose Maria Estudillo, the finest Spanish gentleman
you can imagine.

Their three daughters were in the play: Vietoria,
Maria Antoniz and ams—siopbed-miésl “ornelis (who afterwards
married ol John Osuna.) And I was in it. I must have been
about 16 years old. There were two o0ld ladies in it -~ Iuz

Estudillo and Dorda Iugerds XMachado (whoe—sangthrowgh-hen nase!)

They had & little bambino in a bvasket. Thet represented
the cradle and menger. The angel -- St. Michael -- L&Y was
Tuz's 1ittle son, whom they called "Chumelia He had on
long white cotton stockings, and wings on his back.

The devil was ~on Jose Marias Estudillo himself. He mede a
fine devil in evening dress and with & red sa around
his waist. He had blsek-hedw—ent—bleew-65es., There was a
fight between the devil and the angel. There ‘was a dialogue
between Michael and the devil.

We girls were dressed in beautiful Chinese shawls flowered,
and with deep fringe. Dona Soledad Marron (She had beea So;edau
Tanner whq mearried Jesus Marrcn) curled our hair. S paudmd=ryidon
cuxrlsagherspael®, She curled our hair on a heated poker and then
we went home with our heads carefully wrapped up. We all had

staves -- shepherda® s'-jyooks wound around with flowers.
wm;gaxhna PP Ledl 2 Pl ’v—x"‘ 3f
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Here was the way we stood: In front was the little angel

MANGER
-;“'*' - * x - A -

: A e e
Lngel S

. X . X

ohepherd Shepherd

X x
Shepherd Shepherd
We beat on the floor with the staves. Bartolo was & lazy old

shepherd. He had cow bells on-his-wrists agsr tied around his
waist, meking & noise when he got up. ZHe haqa staff Jweo-. He
was aaleep. ie sang ...

- can mead s lem

"All of us are goimg Lo pull you up and make you come
along."

He got to his feet then. Bastimento.
The devil has & sword and & red sash.



= Los Pastores -- continued -- rough notes -- Miss Whaley

The shepherds began with singing.
AMADOS PASTORES (First song)

e Other little songs.
] I could remember my own little speech. I can remember the songs.

The Gloria was sung by another group in the new church here at
01d Town. )

I think Michael appears first.

The devil bounced in. = .

My gift was a sarta de pescado -- an-abelome—fish,

Egch had a gift -- a basket of fowers, a bagket of fruit, ebe.



I0S PASTORES
flaballeros: Ruth Laughlin Barker, Chap. IX ... 3. 215:

" .ee With no back drops, the audience was 2ble to imsgine
the scene of the plairs around Bethlehem from familiarity with their
owvn winter pastures. ZEven twenty years agzo the play was given with
the Elizazbethan simplicity which is the zoal of stagecraft to-day
The players took their places in the center of the hall, not
divided from the audience by & raised staze or footlights. Their
long jJourney was suzgested by tramping around and z2round the clesared
space, carryins the threacé of the drama in their lon; singsong
verses. Hell's mouth was nothinsg more than a blaeck eurtain pulled
aside tec show The red glare of curnin« brimstone, the manser a
little stetue in a crib surrounded ty toy oxen and agses. The
star of Bethlehem wac a zancdle set in a lantern and pulled across
the stzze by & rope- There was aqunlle onen machinery for the
miraculous cppearance of the angel announcin~ the nncimiento and
St. Michagl comin- to fizht the ‘devil. They descended from Hecven
in & box lowered from the rafters, and nelzhbors offered Interested
comments if the pulley stuck. Even the devil had the character
of 2 hard-working youns fellow who zlweys got the worst of it
in keeping with his interpretation in old morelity plays.

"!'Tos Pastores' was given in.lons, bare dance halls with
kerosene sconces lishtins the whitewashed walls., A stove nmade
the room hot after the outsile chill of the winter nizht, tut the
fire gradually died down when the firemen forgot to mut in more
wood in the excitement of the play. The tenches 2long the side
walls were crowded with dark-eyed mothere and chubby children,
exclaimins over everythins in soft wpanish. The far end of the
room was pceked witk standin: men znd boys. QOr a raised nloform
at the other end there was the cradle of the Santo Wifio. Setween
acts sood children were allowed to shyly kiss the rocy, wa-en
Baby when it was nassed among the audicnee for homege and offerings.

"The Pastores marcaed into the cleared szace between the
rows of neishbors ondéd friends wearins —hite czombric cuits with
rffled sailor collars and short trousers. A tiny beritbtoned
pillow slun~ over each choulder suszested the shcpherd's Led. Each
carried 2 tall crook, festooned with pink tarlatan and small
tinklin~ bells. They were oceccmponled bty thelr cook, Filz, a
serious little zirl in a white dress znd veil who sometimes doub
led the part of the “odonna. They marched up and down singing
verses cbout thelr slcening floeks, the wondreous new star in the
Eéayens and the story they had heerd of lary znd 'that carperter
Joze.' Iftexr they had ccmped for the night, =n anzel descended
from o wooden box lowered from the cciling. Ue woke the zhep-
herds tc tell them to nurry to see the “hrist child who hsd Just
beer born in 4 manger in 'Belén.' They spoke wonderinzly of the
prophecy that & Saviour would come into the world and planned
2ifts to %ake to the 3abe. They bezan the journey to Delén, fol
lowing the stor drawn clong the eisas by 2 cord, and singing a
lullabdby:

0‘1 ﬂléc Dy sweet ‘Ll.&-ld of “eaven
rhc cameth from above,
That Thy Mother mny caress -hee
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In the tender arms of love,
Singing & la rd. a'la me
A la ru, & le me, & ia ru,

In the second act a red flare vurst Irom Tue end of the room.
Tith clanging of bells and clashing of swords Zucifer dashed out
of Hell's mouth. He overtook the Tastores =2nd, enraged 2t their
mission, urged them to turn back with sll his devil's wiles., FHe
appeared in different suises, now as a black man, now as 2 be-
whiskered “nglishman, now as a helmeted bonquistador now as a
sheep and finallg as the true diablo with the long $t2il, and
horns sproutinz from his forehead. Retween acte he jumped irto
the audience with ¢ deal of clowning, noldingz up a little mirror
to get a smile from pretty 3irls and teking down their nomes in
his hell-bent book. Children shrank back from him and crossed
themselves. .

4 hoary hermit had joined_the pilgsrimoge, brandishing his
eross and large rosary at the Yevil in slapstick comedy. In his
many gulses the Devil had almost persuaded the entire party to
turn back. Then 2 box was lowered aszain and 2 sm2ll boy dressed
as the shining >t. Michoel with cotton wings and a tinsel erown
charged into a fight with the Zevil. The Pastores wotched the
fight, as stupid as their sheep. Now 3%. ichael wacs uppermost,

now the levil. Tinally the saintly sword pierced the VYevil and
a gmall foot was nressed down on nis poor head.

Tn the third act the Zastores started on their way zgain
but found the lazy shenherd, Rertolo, had fallen azleep during
the Tfizht. He refused to move from his sheepskin peli, even %o
gee the Christ ehild. J7ith his long beard, huge shambling Teet
and nichty yawns, he was a dredecessor of -hakespezre's fools. iHe
and the overpious iermit made the most of e¢lowningz, interspersing
the origincl lines with ribsld Jokes which brousht guffaws from
the audience-.

Finally the Pactores arrived wefore ithe cradle, anch bear-
ing his gift and presenting it itk a lons prarver to the “hild. At
the end they retnrnedéd to their flocks, strixin7 their crooks on
the floor to tkae teat of strins music so that thelir sonsc were
accompanied b the tinklins of bells,

Farewe:l, Joseph, farewell, lary,
Vﬁreweél, centle "Child.

Give %o us a benediction

From thy Lamb, so mild.

Crant life anéd helth the coming yeor
In our aountain: wild.

TLos Pastores' is still ployed in Sznta Fe between the
feast of Guadalupe and the Twelfth Tight after “hristmas. The
quzint o0ld props are no longer used 1in presenting it in the St.
Franeis iuditorium or in 5 hall down on -—gua Fria Road, but the
lines and ncting are true to the old versicn, Before the lure
of movies encroached upon it, the play ran con“inuously for the
three hoiid:y weeks. Three or four casts sresented it in differ
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ent parts of town at the same time, vying with eaxh other for the
best production. Neighbors made the rounds to sea other companies,
but ustally returned for a nizhtly attendance at the play in their
own placita. " :




.

Spanish ircadia ; Nellie Van de G#ff Sanchez pp. 308-9

"Christmas was the great festival of the whole year, and
Ia Noche Buena (the good night) was celebrated with much pomp.
After the midnight mass a sacred drama called Los Pastores (the
shepherds) representins tine Zible story, was performed by a

-party of young persons dressed in appropriate costumes. The whole

performance was enlivened by the notes of the guitar, and was in
terspersed with songs and aeomie ineidente thet scemed betler zdzpi-
ed to the stage than to the church. The party often continued the
performance for some days, going from house to house, greatly

to the delight of the small boys of the place,

"tThe Pastorela. composed by “adre Florencio of the -oledad
Micsion, a gopy of which is to be found zmong the Vallejo docu~
ments, was often performed. It was a great favorite, and was
feneally given on Christmas Eve. Pio Pico used to play the part
of Bato, the chief shepherd, and the Vallejos frequently took
part. But the best player, the one who got most applause, was
Jacinto Rodriguez, who used te go to the seashore to przetice
his part, uttering fearful shouts, and making 21l kinds of crazy
gestures, to the great amusement of the boys who hid near by and
watched him.'"



LOS PASTORES
History of San Jiego: 7. ~. Smythe, np. 152-153

The only thing resemblinzg dramatic performances were the
pastores, or sacred comedies, in which the imhabitmats took a
deep interest. Cn thristmas night, 1837, such 2 pastorela was
performed, and :1fred Hobinson has left an account of it. Among
the performers were Guadalupe “studillo, Felipe ‘'arron, Isadora
?ico, and other zirls. He thus deseribes the performance and the
midnizht mass which preceded 1it:

't an esarly hour illuminations commenced, fire-works were
set off, and all was rejoicin-. The churech Lells rang mer-
rily, and lonz before the time of mass the pothwaps leading
tc the iresidio were enlivened by crowds hurryinz Lo devo-
tion. T acecmpanied Don José antornio (Estudilleo) who pro-
cured for me a stand where I could see mxx distinctly
everythins that took place. The mass commenced, “adre Vi-
cente de Cliva officiated, and at the conclusion of the
mysterious szaerificio he produced 2 smzll imase represent-
ing the infant -aviour, which he held in his hands for
all who chose to zZpprozch and kiss. After this, the
tinklins of the cuitar wes heerd without, thc body of the
charch =az cleared, and immedictely commenced the har-
monious scun?s of & choir of voices. The characters entered
in processicr, adorned with appro-ricte costumes, cnd besr-
ing banners. There were six females representing shepherd-
esses, three men and = tey. Cne of the men personnted Iuei
fer, one e hermit, &nd the other “artelo, & lozy vosrbend,
wmilest the boy reprcsented the creh-sn-el Szhricel. The
story of their performance is partially drarm from the iible,
ond commences with the znzel's cppeorance vo the shepherds,
his aecconnt of the birth of ocur “aviour, 2nd exforirtion
te them to nroceed t2 the seecng of the morr-er. Lucifcer
appears amon- them, 2nd endeavors to srevent the prosecutio
of their journey. His influences and temptations are about
to anoecead, when Gabriel agzcin appears and frustrotes their
effect. .\ dialozue is then ccrried on of comsideratle
length relzative to the cttributes of the Teity, which ecrds
in the s:bmission of <ctzan. The vhole is Inverspersed
with songs 2nd incidents that seem better a2danted to the
staze th~n the ch-reh. TFor several days this thectrical
reprcsentation is exhibited at the principal houses, and
the perfocrmer: st the conclusion of the play are entertained
with refreshments. The boys tnke an enthusiastic pord in
the performarce, znd follow shout from house to house, per-
fectly enrantured with the comicenlities of the hermit and
2artoln.
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(COLD) s Christmas in Cld Sen Diegoe

SILENT NIGHT: UP PULLs EG ON CUZ FOKs

(0¥ TOP) San Diego Talks It Over - Fresents Chrisimas in
0ld San Diego. fAificsn ainuies on oldaan tlmes..Chrietnss
customs and decorations...and scamething sbout the presents

given in those eaerly days w=hon sicros werc not rv:=dlly at

4]
ﬂ

hsnd to supply the customer with the sregent day modern
§il%8s00s8 hint of the irnigenulty displayed by the early
settlers,

(Ur FULL): TQ CCNCLUZICM.

Tonight we have Rob Lasson.. a director of the Ola 3an
Diego Chamber of Commerce..and & t'ree lance writer who

has done come regearch.. and wlll be able to answer some
questlons regarding Chrlatmas time..snd the manner of its
celehraetion..starting back in the 1870's, Hob..when was
the firet Cariotmss held in San Diego?

%0lleeAdesaccording to history..the firat gheistzzs 4o be
golobrated in Southern Celifornize.wzs held in shat is now
Presldlo Park in Cld San Dleoo..at the clte of that {irst
dgf Caltirornia's famous Yleslcnse Thlic Biot was the seat
or..va mi-ht ssy..the rlymouth Rock cf our great West as
wo know it today.

“ho wore the gecple who cele'rated tals first chrletmas on

the 7est loact?
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Thay were the Pathers rho founded the Ui
Alcala.estogether vith his zzall bead of Spanish tollouers
2nd a fe: coldiers..vho hsd ccze to settla whzt w28 then
known as Upper Calilcrnia,

Is there any record of thisc eszrly cclebratlion of Christmas?
The records are avellable..but the histerians evidently
nezlacted to consider thi: event of sufficient im:ortznce

to catalogue it with eny morked degree of _articulsr..it
is..hovever..stated thct preseﬁts w2re exchan_.ed :nd mass
was sald.

Let's ekip a few yocers..and see whit hasgoened lster..tiat
is..with the coulng to southern Czliformnia ¢f the americans.
*hile Christmzs wue =lwrys cele rated to cime extent agong
the early settlers..it le btelieved thet thic event held
more signiglcance for the individuzl cclerratlions within the
homes..not a celetration vhlich wae..descite Lis ::gzgxmz
universal..yet deccuse cof tho grect distonces teb:.e€nd.
families..not given to lorge zatherings,

Specring of lorge gatherings..you cean z ccngregstion of
people bonded togother ror the mutual celerraticn - the
event.

¥es..that Ls right.

Is therc any record of tnis {irst lerge croup gathering of
which you lmply existence,

Yes..tae firct suck fsirly lrrge group met yearly in the

1870's nnd fer severazl years subgoquent to that dzte in 0ld
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Can you tell u. sometning cf theose {lrst meeti-gs and
celabrations?

At thot tizme..that is curing the 1870!8..thcse meatlngs
were held ln vhat wae t::TEO“n Hall..and c»uuin:«wQ£’ the

PeGple wnc lived 1ln San Ulebo at that tiue,

‘the TownHall? Is thet buliding her- today?

YesecIt 15 one of cur famcus lsndmarks ln Scuthern
Californlia todaye.«.It 1s xnomn ss the whaley Houce.,.and
stande cn the corner ¢f Sen Dlego Avenue and Harney straet..
virtually in the heabtof what is now Cld San Diego.

who were the people who lived in the Whaley House et the
time of these early celetratiocns at Christmas tlme?

The Whaley's..It might be lnteresting te state at tnis

time thot a descendant of thst fasmous family..still lives

in the “haley House..She-i6..by LaeTy..bhe—tIrEL Luay

to _bo—pensicned 1w <the“Son -Dioz0o i UbTEC-LLETary De s srtaent,

This ls very lnteresting..and sometlime we'd liketo hesr

(13
[}
5
!
-
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GoTeeebub zZatbing rack hrictmos..Just how was

Christoas celebrated in the Cld whuley licuse during the
1870's%

As 1 ssld vreviously.eobinne group coagrised necrly sll ol the
resideats of San Dleso 2t thnt timec.Christaes..that la..
the ezirlit of Christuzs..necsszarily kagggg ezriiler thon it
does today..The gZ;Ennbe in,. thst it .zc the custem 1in

tnose duys to aake glfts..wiilen esuld not he sLurchssed.
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Thare vwere some :ztores .n tncse days..novever..toat is
correct..it 1t not?
Yes..Surprisingly..there serc a few stores..fut of
negceg=ity..dus to transportstion croblems..princirally..
their stocit of merchandise was limited..and for this
recscn..rastricted..k=x to what wcs seemingly the bare
eszentials.. I do not mean thet fdo Suriztmas pressntc...
&c wo =xnsk oconsider them tedey..could ne tougat, There
zere dolls..and leter..a few mechanical toys..not by any
means..the nodern mechanical toys of todsy,.but thoze
ouserated by stringce..cte.
You mention ollsSeses
The dolls.sthat ls the ccmmercisl dolis.were cialns-hecded
dolls..with cloth=stuftfed *odies..lncldently these ciine

dolls oare.e.some of them..considered vzluable todzy..cut

the maJority of the dOlls..QLven &S ~reEGnts..ﬂere h-nd .
L —r ) / -t/.-‘ o, A ’_4‘:-‘13

Arn[,n
AN e o Sl
You state thaot the Christmas £oirlt tegun esriler than we

7

find 1t today?

Yes,.thls was due tc the fact that zost .resconis were hend
mede..7vhich. .0f courses.rccuired scre tiae and prezar-ticn
before Christmes,

fhen was thic Christmas gethiring held?

The nisht berore Caricstn&Seees

phen all of tnese ieccle hrought thelr .reessnts to the

thaley House cn that dzte.
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~ell.onot e\aogly..cugtcmar\" the greseats were brought &

I T B e SN Y [ .
and placed cn,@he tree. . sondttnes—gSoet U EENd .
You mention a grea...Just whzt =ind of tree did they uze in

those days?

They used a Torrey fine..cut from tihe Torrey :ines Park..

Of course,.thzt was in the dayse..before such Tessurcs..even

for Christmas..were frownoed ugon hy the Park Syztems,

That bringe us to decorctizsns, . Just how wze the tree

decoratesd?

The chief deconatlcejzn.&nazo-wne vog=corn etiung

= T TN
along the lsngth of ordinary bindling t= ine..Ihésw»es - f ii
VW — A
siznlilar &e =zome recsgocts to the tinsel strings Ln use or 5 -
—_decqYTtITNSs <
Christoans tree deccratlions today..Noe—sther dxzas wre - §°
Uged-TIs theaty®e . o 7L th L7 n j_

Lmraarnt i SN e e rse..0f the .
bl (el ST Tl oty 7
R

sresents.evhich cre tled Lo tau Lronchese

E;f

¥hat ahout house decorstions?

I cean find no record of decorztlons sucha 3 #%e¢ use today.. %;7;‘
They did use figures..cut from sager..cnd scmetimes sasted ‘;;EL_
to cardboard backing..recrescnting Santa Claus..hles slelighes 2-Z;ék
reindeer.,zné sther cneracters taken rca children's books, ?E:.g
L
ihats did they _.ut in the wzlndows {er dccorations? ;i‘( -
That seens 1o ke & sticker..g:csrently they u.od nc windc: i]sg
deccratlions to speak of..2nd certainly no nclly .reaths.. ;?“g
puch 25 those of Lodoyesitrongelysszlececevergresn LOUEtite s f
Listletoes.,.and such gther mediumg..vwere not iq zeneoral uce ,gfl

for house deccraticns..then.

vl
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In general shat comurlced thneee hand made preseuntst

Useful srticlee..of apgarels.znd other sultable orjects..
of genersl utllity..witlz the Zcssible exceition of the
Snow Nagket. This obJact vas used Ln house decoratlions..
elso..l Forgot to mention that fact.

A Gnovi B&ikat. L£'1) bet 2 lot of pecple nsver heard of

a cnow Paskete I'm csure I never cid.

@ll.efrankly..I hsd never heard of ons myself..until I
started looklng u; the 0ld custcmse..A Snow PRacket l: qulite
a unicue coreation..reculiring..considerehle worx znd time
to constructeess It ls..indeed..a cignificent controst..
and a genulne tribute tc thcse early setiiers... =nen ve
conslder a ccmparatle gmount of work expended on any cingle
itea for a present dzy zodern ChristmzsSe

Just how ¢id they mceke & Snow Kasket?

First Lt .as necessary to accuire a gcod sized _.lece of

guslin sheeting material..From thlsc..they rigced strizs

-

cneﬁ}ncp in width..The edges were then frayed cut «lth -
needle to zilve thnex s R} furry ass.earance..yct ~ccving =
%}oetvr inch of sonnd clath in the center oI the strizese
They tisz.cne eﬁd ol thiz strl; to ccmething substantlal..

and twisted the »iring..sc many times as soscitloe..noct too
much so that 1t .ould king..:ut a sutficlent number of ti.es
to creste o s.lral design throu.hout the lengbth of the stringe
They could have uced uhese strings to decorate the Christaus

tree,
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Thet's right..fut curiously cncugh..they didn't..These

strings,.nany of thess.hundredg fcct..kﬂre thon cevied
e OV TRASS s L il gau Lo,
at &88 end..zrcund the entire ueriphery of a eircular

Me d{’—_—‘\p_
“te hoop..or..for that mztter..a squere one..dezendlng
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entirely upon the decsign tesket desired..Then..by ameans

of additiznsl rines of cliullar shape..but smallser in size..

sraduptzdzut in ertzizc;gc =eued to the 0373 ngs..they sare
-, a2 g,e ,.%

able to fashion a rasket..by dr_wing the sting eads
together..eventually..at the tottom.

B&a they ever ;ut anythlng intc these baskets?

Ho.eThey never seved the latersl ed;es of the strings
togethor.,.so0..0f course..anything .ut% in tinere would cll:
through.

They were uscd zntirely {for crnamentation.

Thet Ls correct..sometlimes tney hed =eversl cof these wnow
Aaskets..of verious sizes..suczended from the cellings in
different roome of the hsuse,

How many .eozle dld you say attended tnese cuntherings at
Shristmas time?

¥ell..I supposo..tie numbers verled consldersbly..:itn the
¥e8rs,.s Thore sust nave teon s out 100 Lecile..=ho
attanded the Christmszs meztings at the _-haley ficu.ie in tne
1870's.

Did they nave senta Claus =t these meetings?

The genersl concensus aprenrs to bear out the theory that
thoey did..Hownaver..in many instesnces.. a memher c¢f the

sarty served in that capacity.
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That 1z when Szante Clzus didn't chow up they srovided
some one to tszke :1is place,

That's right..Some mezber - the -arty would don a robe
0f red flannel...k red cac..with @ tssssl on the Lop..
and distribute ths yrecentse.

36 therc any food zmxxtxzg served at thses Christmas

mectings?

As 2 gonersl rule..y6s..there wise...Usually & ilgnt luncha.
Later a dance :ige held,..ln which everycne garticl:iated..
except those with young children..cometimces these dences
lasted until 12 or 1 =% o'clock.

that sort of mucslic did they have then?

Yost of the dancing ln those doys vas Scuare EifgéigééiuSLC

Brieo|_

»ag suppiled 'y local telent..usually by meenc 0§A6 gultar.

Or..unt accordélan,

Sin
Did they evcr eig% Christaas carols in these days?
Yes..thiey.did. .There seemed to te a gres=st deal of slaclag

of Christmas Carols ln those yezrse.
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