MISC Lejfe,fs

may  Jo 1849

\ilparsise Chile



P

Yalpcralso, <nile, nay &Cth

I arrived : pert the lyth per

Ship Sutton and having takern In our Suppiles of water provisions

&e I hope bofore tocmorrow nizhi to be once rore upon the briny

deep, We left New York as jou will probsbly recollect January 1st,
Cur passage though 3ecmingly lonz i3 not So compared to Scme others,gl
We were f£10ty five days to Mo de Janelro, wiere we remained two
weeks under going repalrs, this port we reached in 3ixty three

days, All Vessels comfng around the Horn have made long passages,
The weather has bhecn unusually rough, not withstanding I have

neard of no .lsasters, e Frooklyn was reported lost off the

Horn but I think there can te no truth in this as there 1z no news
of the kind at the Rozding locm. Some of our passengers felt dispos<
ed to grumble at ths sth of the passege and tite fare wishing

trey had conc across tiie Isthmus, but since asrriving here they
think diffecrently, Vs fured better tian moct vessels. By

all sccounts they are fering exccedingly at the Isthmus owing

to t e difficulty of otinining a conveyance from Panana to San-
Franclsce, The U,8, Snin Jale reports the Oregon and Californla
lald up at 3an Frx deserted, As much ftruth is placed in

th.e peports of 2 In Calif-rnis, here as in liew York.,

The excitme:.t is 23 srect, It i: unnecessary for me to rccount the

.7,

Stories in cireculat You must hnve read them In the iew York
aoners long hefors tilg, lMore thron three thousand Chiliaas have
left this port, Vessels are const-=itly arriving and departing.

dhips are -~carce, Saller ffte 1t to get even at ;80 per month

ey}

payable at tie end of & ~re and Lot , \pare 25,1n




Qur Captein nas glven Jome ol the cassangers Jl0C ezca for thelr
State rommg with the Ilntenti:-n of talkidng a few more passeugers

at $250. We nnve recsive 3ome 1lttles frelght at $25 per ton which
is more than in New Yocrl, Te psople here seem to be crazy. The

town at present i1s, American like in its appesarance, Go vhere you
will you are Sure of felling in wii Americans, and turn which way
Jou may you hear the men women and c.:ildren crying, Americano, mu:hé;__

ore in Callifornia, A day or two ago I was introdiced to Lieutenant h
FKuse of the Sale, ile says that tiie Zold 1s zs plentiful as it Iis

represented to Le enough for ail wro wizh to ccome tc dig after it,

A

prcfits, lots of ground are v

Goods of all kinds with ti:e exception of flour was paying immense
4

, 12, 1% and even as
320,000! People whec & Short ¥ ere comparatively poor can
now count thelr hundreds of
acquaintance wto lug been mock
for 3ome time deing 1ilttls or not ing elf at the wecks
end three or four hundred doilars and know not Row he has mnde the
money, Die Dale has on board 1. 13 reported over z million, Her
d 3E to the cunce., £,3,.1 1. 3=ivn Calynso
thr 42,750,000 worth of t-e
slace have received over a
an Aleaide

Supreme in

~ain number.of .lashes “(page 26,




allowed the culprit tc get beyound certein limi:s, witnin

1f found 12 chot down lilre 2z dog or hung uper the first tree,

n

Cormuodere Jores 1t iz Said has prohibitced foreligners from going

H

to the gold diggzings, do not know how, Cnili-~ns and others will
11xe tkbis buf certzinly aArericans Should ke sllowed greater prive
eladges, I thirk an assortment of peints green rvarticularly will
3ell to ziévantage, The¢ amcunt of Shipving at 3an Franclsco will
be lirge end will rneed paint as well is <he house of the town, I
trust to e able to return you a 3atiafaciory account Sales of
vhet goods You have coxmitted to =7 care, Socn after wy arrival,
The Toilowing are prices in Bond of 3ome few things in your line,
Lingeed oil J 1 7 8 per zall wznted paini, wite lead 36,50 ©
27.00 per qt ull, Sp cf Turpentine,7S¢ zall, dull, tar 3$5.00
per bbl, Saleable, “ax L3,00per qf 3ull. I can not ascertein how

ontain the ctove from the

thz nariat fa Ifn rel-
prices curreat, I wish you to romexter rie to Ir, Harsell znd his
famlly, Mcloced 1a o letter Jor my motheor which you will please
retuln untll czlled for but vleasa 22 3z goed to inform her that
Jou hnve raceived 1t, I cannst inform  you where she is at the

nresent time,

Tours truly




Yalparaiso, Cnile,

Lee Smith

arrived a2t thls
Ship Sutton znd kaving taken in our Suppiles T
& I hope bifore temerrow night Yo be once meore upon the briny
deep. We left lew Yorlr as you will probsably reccliect January lst
Cur passage though Seemingly long
We were fifty five days tc e de Janeiro, where we remained two
woeks under going repairs, thls port we reached in 3ixty three
days., A1l Vessels coming ~round the Horn have made long passages.
The weather has been umugually rough, now withstanding I have
neard of nc :isasters. The Zrocklin wag reporied lost off the
Horn but I think there can te ac truth ia this as
the uind at the Reading 3loom., Some 2f our passangers felt dispos
to grumble at the length of the passage snd the fere wishting
they had come scross thz Isthmuz, =it sines arriving here they
think differently, We have f.:ired 2etter tran moct vessels, By
all sccounts they are suffering exccadingly at the Isthmus owlng
to tre Zifficulty of ottaining a conveyance from Panama to San-
Yo S, L3 : zports the Crecon and California
As nuch truth 1s »nlaced in
as in iew York

to recount €h

1t to get o

£ the voyage and‘freight-highy  (page 25,1pb.




.

Gur {gptain has given Jome oI the 2 g LEC suclh Jor thelr
Srate rocms with the intentlcon of tekin SS&rg ers

at $250, we nave recelve Some little i i 2z ton which
1g more than in lilew Joriz, T.c pegonic here gcem Lo ve crazy. The
town at present 1s, American liike In Its avpesraznce., Go where you
will jcu are Sure of failing in with

Jou may yeu hear the

ore in California, A

Fuse of the lele, e gays that the geld is as plentiful as 1t is
represented to be enough for all who wigh to come to dig after it,
Goods of all kinds wlth the exception of flour was paying ilmmense
profits, Lots of ground are beings sold for 35 , 10, 15 and even as
320,000] Pecple who a 8rort time 250 were comparzitively poor can
now count btheilr hundreds of t ousands, A yjoung gentleman of his
acquaintance who hius been noclking around the town of 3an Francisco
for Come time icing little or not ing finds himself at the wesks

- end three or four hundred dollars and know o

money, lhe Jale has on bosrd it ls reported over z mlililion, Eer

. erew were paid off in gold 15 to the ounce. E.2.7. JFip Calymso

. from San Francisco left this port with :2,750,0C0 worth of t-e
recleis metal and morchants in this place tave recelved over &

2 nzlf returns for soonds zere is in Alecoide or
al 3an Franclsco, “ut Judge Lynca hoils power Supreme 1ln and
the rold dlvging, Te manur~s Lo keep very rcaod crder, e ons
o berave amliss or ui.i

tz Do Tasg il oo : 31 & dle
nis dinzmer beczuz: e
oiwo: 307 253068 1 cert-

and’ then twehtyfour

-lashes- (page 26, lpb.) are given




allowed the culprlit to get beyound certalp 1imi:

if feurnd 1z Shot down ;e a2 dog or hung upon the

Commodore dJdones it 1s vrohibited forcigners from golng
to the gold digzings, I zcvi, Chilisns and others will
l1ice this but certzlnly Americans should be zllowel zreater prive-
eledges, I think an assortment of paizts gresn zarileulsrly will
Sell to advantage, The amount of 3nipping at 3an Francisco will
be large gnd will need paint as well zs he house of the town, I
trust to be sble to returm you a 3atisfactory account Seles of
whot goods You heve comitted to my care, Scon after my srrival,
The following are prices in Zond cf Some 1line,

Lingeed 01l 3 1 T 3 per zall wanted

$7.00 per qt :ull, 3Sp of Turpentine,7

per bbl, Ssleable, Wax 43.00per gt dul I ca: ascartain how

thae market la Io 2 to zlass, I : zbove from the
Harsell and his
you wlll nlesse

inform hrer that

wWherce srhe is at the

truly




Valparaiso, Sunday May 20th 1849.
(page 22, 1pb.)

Dear Mother,

I have written you a very long letter consisting of
twenty four pages giving a full description qé‘the voyage from
Rio in a Jjournal form and containing maps of the voyage, all of
which I intented to Send across the Isthmus but owing to the post-
age being Several dollars and my belng out of funds I am compelled
to deprive you of the pleasure which the perusal would afford you,
and Send them by the U.,S. Ship Dale which leaves this port in a
féw days So that you will be Sure to receive them though not quite

so soon., I however sned you a portion of this ietter, and might send

St ik ps F ')\; l-;ﬁ.”)l
you the whole of it were it written upon paper like this., I would *' 2
( copied ) Tt

have coppled it but it would have taken a great deal of time and
given me much trouble. Te portion I send you, dated from this city,
contains the most important news. I will hower (however) give you
in & few lines a detalled account. We left Rio March 12th., In a week's
times we were off the River de la Plata. Here we wer So unfortunate
as to lose a fellow passenger by the giving away of the Stern Boat.
We were beating off the Faulkland Islands a long time encountering
heavy Storms. We were more than a month beating around Cape Horn
which we made twice, April 9th & liith. The 25th we considered our-
Selves entirely out of danger and fairly around the Cape, From the
time we were off the La Plata till the 1lst of May it was nearly a
contlinual successlon of gales, The Sth we took a fair wind which
carried us nearly into Valparaiso. The rest you have in full. Some
of us were disposed to complain of the length of the voyage and the
thousand difficulties we had to contend with, but Since arriving
here we have so much reason te feel thankful. Those who have taken

the Isthmus route must have Suffered a great deal, Should John &



Henry make (page 23 1lpb.) up their minds to come before me they
had better consider well which route to take. I would not advise
them to come around the Horn providing they can come across the
Isthmus Safely and with certainty. The Horn is much to be dreaded,
I never wish to go around it agsin, but as I said before I am not
Sorry, hearing what I do here concerning the Isthmus, to have come
this way. Probably the communication across the Isthmus will in a
few months be regularly established and there will be no difficuity
in going from Panamas to San Francisco. I have ascertained today at
the reading- room that no news concerning the Brooklyn has been
received at this port. So that ther is no truth in the rumor of
her foundering off the Cape, At first it was reported the Oxford
was lost, but there is no truth in tiiis respect either. We were

to have gone to Sea today but when the Captain came to consider
that it would not meet with his father's approval &£ were he herg
he decided upon not going before tomorrow morning.We are all ready
plenty of water and fresh provisions, Among the latter are two
Oxen, Six Sheep, as many pigs & 30 turkeys, and over a hundred
chickens. We owe all this not so much to the gensrosity of the
Captain as to Salt beef and pork being dearer, I am hearty (heartily)
glad of this, and bid farewell to "Old Horse", I have eaten enough
of it Yo last me all my life.ECaleb Lyms the poet passenger per

" Ship Tarolinta to this port, éuts a dagsh and tries to make him-
self conspicuous whereever he goes., He has left the Tarolinta and
has gone to Spend 2 few days at Santiago & then to join Some other
Ship from this port from San Francisco, Jerome the Sailor asts more
like a fool than a man., He has been Spoiled. I wrote ycu a long
letter from Rio giving you a full account of the voyage which I
hope you have received. I directed it to Mr. G. Wardles (page 23,

1pb. , read crosswise) requesting him to keep until called for,



There were also letters for Anson, Thompson, Roberts and Washing-
ton Smith, Least you have not received mine I will renumerate what
it conteined of the most importance. I wishked you to tell Uncle
Henry to send baggage waggons Suitable for Stages, they will be

in great demand in California , also to obtain for me the Agency
of the Graefenbourg Co. I did not see the old gentleman when I
called , that may be the reason I did not get it. To induce Harsell
to invest Something in the California Speculation, and to tell him
to influence a consignment of guns,. Swords, pistols &c from Blunt &
Syme- to See George Tappen about Sending locks, hinges &c. To tell
Henry to endeavor to obtain a consignment of trunks, mule harness,
Saddles &c To send me prices of cast and wrought iron locks & the
Memorandum of locks you have, you will find this in the workstand
drawer among the papers. To send all letters and paper across the
Isthmus. To obtain for me Freemonts report, an atlas, a copy book
of letters &c¢, This last you need not send me. You will perceilve
that I have one. Upon arriving at San Francisco I intend to write
to the gentlemen whose names I mentioned in my last and offer them
every inducement to consign goods to me. I must not leave a Stone
unturned. I believe there 1s now an opportunity of my making a
fortune provided I conduct myself properly and this I have resolved
to do. I made my mind up to tris before I left New York and I trust
I shall be able to keep it and return home a better man in every
respect, mostly young men are going to California, They are frees
from restraint and lead a very dissipated 1life. Few of them will
amass wealth and the probability 1is they will never return home,

It 1s midnight I must Stop writing and wish you all farewell, Your

affectlonate Son . Thos. whaley



Sear FMother,

I have writ en you = very long letter consisting of
tuenty four psges giving a full description og the vorsge from
Ao in a Journmal form and containing maps of the voyage, all of
which I intented to 3end across the Isthmua but owing to the post-
age belng Several dollars anéd my being out of funds I 2m compelled
to deprive you of the pleasure wrlckh ths perusal would afford jou,
and Send them by the U,S, 3anip Dale w ich lsaves thils port in a
fow days So tiiat you will be Sure ic receive them trough not quite
so soon., I however sned you & pvortion of this lc:ter, and might send
you the ?121? of it were it written upon raper like this, I would
havé gg;;i;drit out it would nave taoken a greatr deal of time and
given me much trouble., T ¢ porticn I send you, dated from thi
containe the most important news, I will hover (however) give you
in a2 few lines a detailed account, e left "o In a week
times we were off the idver de la ~lata, Here we wer So unfortunate

—_

as to lose a fellow passenger ty the glving away of the Stern Boat,

We wer: beating off the Faulkland Islindg a lons time encountering

heavy Storms, we were more than a nonth beating srcund Cape [forn
which Wwe made twice, April 9th &« llhth, The 2Z5th we considered our-
3elves entirely out of danger and around the Cape, From the
time we were off the La Plata

continual succesrsion cof ¢ z L W ool » fair wind which
carried us neurly inte g rcst 7o mave in full, Some
of us were digposed to implafin of o loagtihh of thie vorage and the
thousan: difficultles we had Lo

nere we have 3¢ much reuscon va £z . Thone who have taken

«ohr




thelr minds %c come Taofore me they

had hetter consider well which route *2 take, I wozxld not advise
them to come arouand t = llorn providing the; can come ucross the
Igthxus 3afely and with certzinty. .he Horn is much to te¢ dreadeqd,
I never wish tc go cround it mgaln, but as I sal:i before I am not ;

Sorry, hearing what I do here concerning i e Isthrus, to have com

this way, Probebly e communication acrossg the Isthms will in a

few monti s be regularly established and there will be no difficult}i,f;

e
s
Fa

in goinz from Panama to San Francisco, I have ascertained today &
the reeding- room that no news concerning the Brooitlyn has been
received at this port, So that ther is rno truth in the rumor of
her foundering off the Cape, At first it was reported the Oxford
wag lost, but there 1is no truth in ti.i: resnect eilther, Ye wers
to have gone to Sea today but when the Captain come to consider
that it wo:ld not meet with his fatrerfs approval &£ were he herg
he decided upon not going before tcmorrow morning.We are all read
plenty of water and fresh provisions., Among the lzatter are two
Oxen, 3ix S eep, a2 many pigs = 3C turkeys, ani over a hundred
¢iickens, We owe nll this not so nmuch to the generosity of the

Captaln as to 32lt decf and pork being dearer, I enm hearty (heartil

’

3%

glad of chis, and bid farewell tc "0l< Horse", I have caten enough
cf it to last me 2ll =y 1ife, Celeb Lyms the poet passengcor per
Ship Tarolinta to this port, cuts s iash and :iries to make hime-

sell conzpicucus 1t ersever he soes, Ye hag laft the Tarolints and

hasg gone to vond 1 few dayc ot Jantizse & then to join Some ot er:

3

rancizce, Jerome the 3ailor acts more
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Snlp fror

itke = fool © an a man, Mg hag baoen 3peciled, I wrote you a long

latter from o giving you 2 full account ~f the verage which I

none you havs seceived, I 2ir ened it s fr, Z, warii=s (page 23,

£o.keep UAL3IL called-

“erogswise) Fequesting him




There wor also lctters for Anson, inompson, loberiz and washinge
ton Smith, Least you havs nct recclived mine I will remumerate what
1t contained of ¢t e mest irmpor+tance., I wis:ed you Yo tell Uncle
Henry to zend bagracs waggens Sultable for 3tages, trey will be
in great demand in Califsrnia s also to obtaln for me the Agency

of the Graefenbourg Co. I “iid not see the o0ld gentleman when I

called , that may be the reason I did not met 1t, To induce Faraell ;

to invest Somcthing in the Califorris 3pec-latlion, and to tell him

to influence 2 consiznment of guns, Swords, plstols & from Blunt &

Syme- to See Georse Tappen about Sending locks, hinges &c, To tell
Eenry toc encdeevor to obtain = consignment of trunits, mule harness,
3adiles ¢ To send me prices of cast and wrougnt iron locks % the

(4

Memorandum of locks you nave, you will find tnis in the workstand

-,

Isthrus, To obt for re Freenents report, an atlas, a copy book
of letters ¢, ? 2% 7ou ne-.d neo- send wme, You will perceive
t-at I have one., Upeon arriving =zt Saz Francisco I intend to write

to t e gontliemen whoze namer T mentioned in my lnst and offer them
very inducement nzi; tor I rmust not leave a Stone
unturned., I
for<une preoviied I co TenT 4 this I have resolved

I made ny mind us tc © 13 B T flew York and I trust

eecn 1t and return home n vetter man in every
Zalifzrnia, “hey are Iree
of them will

anass wealir =r ot Ly 1o ther Wil return hrome,
It fs rdinlght I« T Wl :nd wich L farewell, Your

1ffectionaze 3o
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‘Thefe wensélso létters fo;‘Anson,VIhompscn, lobEéts aind .Jashinge
ton Smith, Least you have not reccived mine I will renumerate wha
it contained of t e most importance, I wisied you to tell Uncle

> Henry to send oagrage waggons Sultable for 3Stages, they will be
in grest demand in Califsrnie , alsc to obtain for me the Agency

of the Graefenbourg Co. I did not see the old gentieman wien 1

called , that may be the reason I did not =et 1t, To induce Harse%?

to invest Sometning in tre California

Henry to endeavor to obtain a2 consignment of truuks, mule harness
3addles 4c To send rme prices of cast and wrought iron locks % the
Memorandum of locks you nave, you will find this in the workstand
drawer among the papers, To send 2ll letters and paper across the
Isthmus, To obrtain for me Freemonts report, 2n s2tlas, a copy boclk
of letters «c, This last you necd no: send me, You will percelve
t:at I have one, Upon srriving a2t 8an Francisco I intend to write
to t e gentlemen whoss names I mentioned in my last and offer them::
every inducement to consign : I must not leave a Stone
unturned, I bellieve there

fortune provided

to do., I made m ! t< z liew York

I shall te adble to kecp it and return home 13 better man in every
respect, mostly voune g Califl . They are free
from restraint an- 2 = nted 11 ’ e them will
smass wealtn :ng ti : : > Thay reiurn home.
It is mdipight I must 5 tins =nd ~h g farewell, Your

effectlonu-e Sor
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