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Thomas Whaley to his mother, Rachel, New York, January 1, 1849

Dear Mother:. -

My wish is granted., This is New Year's Day.- I bid you
my friends and country a long, long farewell.. God Speed me to the
distant land towards which my future hopes are centered and grant
a fair reallization of my wishes, At noon we set sall and probably
ere this reaches you I shall be some hundreds of miles from home
ploughing the mighty main., Regret not my absence, shed no tears
but pray constantly for my safe return., A Mother's prayer will be
heard, He who has protected me So long will surely bring mes back
to your arms again, I shall never forget that fond embrace and
those tears which bedewed your furrowed cheeka upon parting with
Jou.~ I shall endeavour not to let your good coungsels be wholly
lost, but try to profit by them as much as possible, The circum-
stances under which I am going are indeed very favourable and should
I not succeed the cause can only be attributed to myself, I &= =ow
going out independent of the Wardles I thought to have been one of
the firm, so I was promised and had every resson to expect to be
but owing to some misunderstanding as to my participation of the
profits I no longer have the least hope. The arrangement was a
fair one between Mr, Wardle's son and myself perfectly understood
by both parties., He consulted his father the next day he returned
me an answer that his father was quite willing and I had the papers
immediately drawn up. Upon presenting this to Mr, W for examination
he sgpid Why this 1s not the thing I understood my son to say you
were willing to take up with one tenth the profits upon the goods

-1-
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Thomas Whaley's Voyage to California

New York, January 1, 18L9

Thomas Whaley %o his(Mother) Rachel Whaley
addressed : Mrs. Rachel Whaley,
Care Of : John T, Whaley Esq.,

Harper's Ferry, Va.

Dear lother,

Hy wish is granted, This is New Years Day.-I bid you my friends
and country a long, long farewell, God Speed me toc the distant land towards
which my future hopes are centered and grant a fair realization of my wishes,
At noon we set sail and probably ere this reaches you I shall be some hund-
reds of miles from home ploughing the mighty main. Regret not my absence,
shed no tears but pray constantly for my safe return. A mother's prayer will
be hears, He who has protected me So long will surely bring me back to your
arms again, I shall never forget that fond embrace and those tears which
bedewed your furrowed cheeks upon parting with you.-I shall endeavour not
to let your good counsels be wholly lost. but try to profit by them as much
as possible., The circumstances under which I am going are indeed very
favourable and should I not succeed the cauge can be attributed only to my-
self.I am now going out independant of the Wardles I thought to have been
one of the firm, so I was promised and had every reason to expect to be but
owing to some misunderstanding as to my participation of the profits I no
longer have the least hope., The arrangement was a fair one between ¥r, Ward-
le's son and myself perfectly understood by both parties., He consulted his
father the next day he returned me an answer that his father was quite wille
ing and I had the papers immediately drawn up. Upon presenting this to Mr.

W for examination he said Why this is not the thing I understood my sem to
say you were willing to take up with one tenth the profits upon the.goods
you influenced upon consignment. I assured him that the understanding was

I should receive the one tenth part the profits of the business done by the
house and called his son to prove that it was so. Ee 3aid it was. Mr. W was
not willing to submit to a condition of this kind, said I might come in and
receive one half the profits upon my own consignments or I might take my
goods upon my own account and he would permit me to dispose of them in this
store. This last proposition I accepted. You may sometime see Mr. W but do
not say one word to him about this misunderstanding you might do me a great
deal of injury--- I have my eyes open. By being in their store I can ascert-
ain what things are most saleable. I will write to this effect to lr. Thomp-
son he will cause a vessel to be loaded immediately with goods and will pro-
ceed direct to California to establish himself in business with me. All his
friends are very desirous for an arrangement of this kind which will in the
end prove more advantageous to me than any proposal which Wardle is likely
ever to maike me, WJe will see Lif things do not turn out for the best.-I have
left my likeness a couple of pieces for Harriet's Album and :the key of the
stand drawer with ¥r, Wardle,.-

January 1, li4% -- % past 12. Je are now off and no mistake, Beinz towed
towards the Hook b7y the 3Steamboat Hercules. The day's fine the wind is fair,
I wish 7ou all a Havory Wew Year, I called upon lrs, Clark this morning they
sre all well, One hundred dellars was gquite insufficient for me. I hoped to
have borrowed 5200 from iir. Harsell. as it was I succeeded in borrowing $19
from kMr. Thompson with this I bought boots, shirts, medicines, vowder and
shot &, Also had my Zaguerrectyve taken. I have siven nempson an order for
the money he's only to present it in case he is in want of the money before
I can give it to him, I have taken locks to the amount of 600 dolls.



I told John about this and consulted with Mr. Wardle he says he has no doubt
but what they will pay a large profit.You will find a memorandum in the
drawer, Youd better get the locks ansured also $50 on 42 bls beef, # 100
20 boxes of preserves oysters packed &, also $250 on my clothing & I have
than this amount, I think $1000 Insurance will cover everything It will cost
2% % being 325. You had better insure in case anything should happen to me
and the vessel you will not regret having done so. The three bills of lading
you will find with ir. Wardle Insure in the Mercantile or Atlantic these are
Mr, W 'g office.-There are many little things I would like to have., I was
not able to see Cragin. I have left the order with Mr., Wardles son to make
some arrangement with him and take the amount out in Signs.-Tell Eenry this-
I met John Devce at the vessel this morning he came down to see a young man
of his acquaintance off. I moved my things this morning. You might call upon
krs, Lannay my landlady you will find her a very pleasant lady She will no
doubt give you a correct account of all my actions and tell you more about
me than I could write upon twenty sheets of papers. I may as well inform-
you that I have a particular regard for her youngest daughter Miss Anna
indeed I lcve her and ihtend marrying her if ever I return from California
a rich man. She is a pleasant and amisble young lady of a very affectionate
disposition and as gentle and innocent as a lamb. You would no doubt love
her as a daughter-in-law and Earriet as a sister-in-law, She is only 16 or
17 years of age of a very lively and winning character. At present she attend
s Mrs. Green's School on the Sth Ave. If she has only an opportunity of
obtaining an excellent education she no doubt will make a very smart and
perhaps talented woman having a mind and memory calculated. You know very
well my views as regards marrying--I have alweys said I would either wait
t11l I am able to Support a wife or Can get one who is able to support me.
It is a very poor rule that will not work both ways.I had rather wait till
I am able to support a wife I believe that I shall soon be able. My pros- .
pects are bright. I have no engagement no promise I never would particularly
when sbout leaving a girl for a number of years. If when I return she be
still of the same mind and I am single we will think the matter over. I may
perhaps send for her I think if I do this I shall be more likely to marry
her than 4f I were to leave it i1l my roturn, There iz onc thing I mustv
confess I am not as much anamoured with her family as I am with her. If she
were an orphan had no friend I would pledge her my word an honour to marry
her upon my return. As things are I leave all to future circumstances. I
wish you not to mention one word of what I write to anyone. You are the only
who knows it except her family and they have no promise or engagement from
ne,sven Anna herself will say there is nc engagement

Yours affectionately Thos Whaley

I believe I have nothing more to say having written frequently of late. You

can send anything you wish by tre South Carolina She sails the 15 My love

to you one and all and God grant we may meet again - Yours affectionately
Thos. whaley



‘Taomas Whaley's Voyage to California’

.

- tew Zork,
" _Thomas w“haley teo his(lother} laczel -haley
‘addressed : Hrs, Rachel whaler,
Care Cf : Jonn T, Whaley 1s5qg.,
: Harper's Ferry, Va.

Dear lother,

- Ey wish is granted. This is lew Years Day.-I bid you my fr
and ccuntry a long, long farewell, God 3teed me
which my future hopes are centersed and gran
At noon we set sail and probebly ere this reaches you I shall b
rods of miles from home ploughing the mighty main. Regret not nmy absence;’ ™
hed no tears but pray constantly for my safe return, A mother's prayer’wil
be hears., e who has protected me So long will surely bring me back to your
arms arain, I shalli never forget that fond embrace anc those tears whichi-
bedewed your furrowed cheeks upon parting with you,-I shall endeavour nof:
to let your good counsels be wholly lost. but try to profit by them &s mu
a3 possible, The circumstances under which I am going are indeed very -
favourable and should I not succeed the cause can be attributed only to. my=
gelf,I am now going out independant of the dardles I thought to have been

‘one of the Tfirm, so I was promised and had cvery reason to expect to be:but-
‘owing to some misunderstanding as toc my participatlon of the profits I no=.

Jlonger have the least hope, The arrangement was a falr onec between IMr, WEI
‘lets son and myself perfectly understood by both parties, He consulted his
father the nex: day he returned me an answer that his father was quite will.
inz and I had tie papers immedlately drawn up, Upon presenting this to My
¥ for ecxamination he said why this is not the thing I understood my son™to
say you were willing to take up with one tenth the profits upon the goods
‘you Influenced upon consignment, I assured him that the understanding was
I should receive the one tenth part the profits of the business dons Ly vaei=
Touse and called his son to prove that it was so. He said it was, Mr. Wias
‘not willing to submit to a condition of this kind, said I might come in-and:
- pecelve one half the profiis upon my own consignments or I might take my
goods uposn my owna account and he would permit me to dispose of them in this
{ ‘gtore. 1his last proposition I accepted. Zou may sometime see ir, ¥ but ‘do.-
not say one word o him about this misunders-anding you might do me a great
““deal of injur,--- I have my eyes ~pen. 57 belng in thelr store I can asaert.
-Zain what things are most gsaeleable, I will write to this effect tc tr, Thomp:
.:son he will cause a vessel o be loaced irmedlantely with goods and will pro-
‘ceed direct to Caiifornia to cstabllish himselfl in business with me, All:him
. friends are v-ry desirous Tfor z2n arrancerient of this lkind vhich will frm-th
-_end prove more advantageous tc me than any oroposal which vardle is likely
.- ever to maxe me, we will se2 Lf thinss 1o not turn out for the test,.-I have.
" left my 1llkcness a ccuple of nieces for ‘arriet's Album and the key of the
i ‘stand drawer with Xr. “ardle,.- ESS

~January 1, 134S -- % past 12. e are ncw off and no mistake, 3eing towed -
towards the Hook by the 3tcambon: Tercules. ‘he daj's fine the wind is fair
I wish you all a apny Vew Jear, I calle ‘incn irs, Clark thls morning they
are e2ll well. Cne nundred dcllars war -uite insufficlent for me, I hevped: to . i

3
. have verrowed ;j20C from ¥r, iarzell, as it was I succeeded in borrowing ' $19
is tour~iht bocts, shir:s, medicines, powder and’

« . from lr. Thompson with t
¢ 7. shot &, Algc had my lage

erregtyne n. I nave ~iven  hompsen an order for”
__ -the money :‘.;'3 asent -: aze he I3 In want of the money hefore -
I ean give It ave talie: 15 4o Zhie amount of ACC dolls, RN




~I told John about this an! cc‘ns:'.lte;‘ ulith e
but vhat they will pay a large profit,fou will

N

find 2 memorandum in
drawer, Zoud better gel tne locks ansured also ;5C on 22 bls beci‘,
C boxes of preserves oysters packed -. also 3250 on my elothing &
.fhan tiis amount, I thin.- 2100C insurance will cover everyihing It will cgs&
2% 5 belng 25, Tou had botior insure in case anything should happen to ms.-3
-and the vessel you will not regret having <done so, The throe bills of ladlng‘
.v.you will find with !Mr, Wardle Insurs in the ilercantile or Atlantic these-are.
. "Mr. ¥ 's office.-There are many little ’c.hings I would like to have, I was
._-no'c able to sec Cragin. I nave lef: the orler uwith lr, Wardles son to makd y
-8some arrangement with him and take the amount out in 3igns,.-Tell HZenry this-
- I met John Devoe at the vessel thls morzning he came dewn to see a young man.
-of his acquaintance off, I moved my things this morning, You might call upo
'__Ers. Lannay my landlady you will find her a very pleasant lady She will no
“doubt give you a correct account of all my ac: ions and tell you more about”
me than I could writc upon twenty sheets of papers., I may as well inform:
_you that I nhave a partlcular regard for her Joungest daughter ilss Anna
.7 indeed I love hor and intend marrying her 1f ever I return from Caiiformia
"‘;‘-n rich man, She is a pleasant and amigble young lady of a very affectionate’
- disposition and as gentlc and innocent as a lemb, You would no doubt love
her as a daughter-in-law and Harriet as a sister-in-law. Ghe is only 16 or = =
"17 joars of age of a very lively and w.nning character, it presgent she att d.
f, 8 lrs, Greon's School on the 5th Ave, If siie has only an opvortunity of .
_obtaining an excellent educatilon she no doubt wlll make a very smart andn
.. perhaps talonted woman having a mind and memory calculated, You lnow vary:
mwell w views as regords marrying--I have always said I would either walt..
%111 I am able to Support a wife or Can get cne whe 13 able to support me,
It is a very poor rule that will not work both ways.I had rather wait il
"I an able to support a wife 1 belleve that I shall soon be able, Hy progw
Cpects are bright, I have no enrcagement no oromise I never would particular};
when about leaving a girl for a number of years. If when I return she be’ v
} -8Liil of the same mind and I am ai nrle wa will think the matter over, I mayr
.perhaps gand for her I think if I do this I g:all be more likely to marry::
- her than i1f I werc to leave it t'll my return, There is one thing I must:
“..cconfess I am not as much anamourcd with hor famlly as I am with her, If she-
were an orphan had nec friend I would nledce her my word an honour to marry
.’Ber upon my return, As thinpa are I leave all to future circumstances, It :
“wlah you not to mention one word o!‘ what I writc to anyone, You are the only'.
“Wno knows it except her family and they kave no promise or enpagement ﬁ‘om
" me,.ven Anna nergelf will say therc !s ne engasenent
: Zours affectionately Thos -haloey

BT

-1 belicvs I have nothiing more bo zay havins written frequently of late,. .You.
-ean send anything you wish b t e Jouth Carolina Zhe sails the 15 Iy love::
. to you one ani 1 and Zoa rrant we mary rneet amgiin - Yours ai‘frctlcna\.ely
: Thos. haley
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