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T, Whaley - to his Mother Rachel V. New York, Dec. 1", 1848 /
Tear dothker,

Yours of the 12th ult wss received the 16th, the same day Mr. Vard

of Earrpers Ferry callec¢ to see me on his return home. ¥Why did you not
inform me I was about to receive a vizitor? Ee made his appearance

early in the morning Jjuzt as I was about breakfasting. I d4id not

know who the devil it was. At first I thought it was someone come to

dun me for a bill and therefore felt inclined to give him rather a

coléd reception but upon learning that he was a friend of John and that
he was about to leave in tkze 9 o'clock train I hurried on my clothes,
finizhed my toilet, and offered to accompany him down Broadway. He was
too late however. I founé him z gentlemanly fellow ané hope to renew

the acquaintance if ever we meet again. I would have answered your
letter before but I have been endeavouring to gain additional information
in relation to bullding in 4th St. I am sorry that John does not think
more favorable of the proposition I made in my last. Why does he object
to selling part of the lot for Cne thousand dells when the remalning
part will be sufficient to builé & house upon anc the money will pay

one fourth of the expense of bulildéing? Kis objecting surprises me very
much. You also make objections and say that you have not the funds
necessary to build with, and that you would not like to reside in that
part of the city. A3 to the first of these I am perfectly aware. But

you can raise upon boné and mortgage the amount the house will cost
above the one thousané dollars ané the value of locks you have on hand.
It might be necessary for you to raise 32500 the interest on this would
be $150 which 1s about as much you are in the habit of paying for house
rent. Why should you object to pay this amount in interest when you

will be living in your ovm house not obliged to move every year and with
better andé more apartments than you could obtain for the same money e
were you to hire?

I provose that you build a three story and attic houss, different however

from the rlan I have cérawn so as not to be 3c expensive, that you may

let out the lower part for $200 or the urper part for $250. The property

would then bring in the same as it does now wlthout the cost of
continual repairs and you would be getting your rent for about $150
with good accommadations and xzx& etc, The nei ghbtorhood would be as
good as any in the clty after the removal of the slaughterhouses,

The dwelllings ovposite are very good and the buildings upon the avenue
-nd fourth street as far as Broadway are of th= first class, I have
seen Mr. Perrin Fe ceys he shall not lease before January or February
and as you will probably be 2t home before then you wlll have ample time
for consideration and reflection A1l I wish of you before coming home
is to explain the matter to the boysand obtain their views upon the
subject. If they were as fully ccncerned of the necessity of building

and that too very scon they would consent immediotely I was celculating

v T oo ey oyt s TR g g 4t A R

PP

oo

e

o




the other day the expenses upon the property for the 123t two years,
they are 300 and here they are 360 repairs when Salor tock the
place Rox U5 taxes, $18 insurance, 360 for remuilding foundation
walls & etc, 3102 allowed Salor out of rent $15 for flagging walk
and $192 for two years interest which you may be obliged to pay
from this you will perceive that you have received only $100 from
the property for the last two years If you do not improve the piace
next May and Selor should decline living it you will find it almost
impossible to rent it to any one else for there is no ice house.
Ee has one under the mzrket and he tells me he is the oniy butcher
in Center Market who has a convenience of that kind it appears that
the sidewalk must be paved and there 1s no getting clear as they have
all been notified by this corporation The time expires today.
I shall be able to obtzin an extension thrcugh the influence of
Thompson's father There 1is no necessity for flagging a space
more than four foot eghal to’170 sguarfe feet which Grimes says he
will put down for fifteen cents s square foot and furmish good thick
stones which will not be llable to break so they will answer when we
build, I suprose I must set him to work but I will goeak to Mr,
Harsel tonight -tout it I have seen Whiting since I wpote last.
He says there is not the least necessity of you hurrying home on
account of the suit as 1t will not be brought before court for five
or six months y=t, The court ls now sitting at Syracuse in the
northern vart of the state. He does not Intend conducting the
sulit after it has been heard bz=forec the Court of Anveals., I ~sked
him to recommend 2 lawyer for filing the cross bill at the termination
of thi's suit Pe would not have me, no doubt considering the subject
too delicate for him I told him we had some idea of engaging Bushnell
He said we could not get a more capsble verson that as soon as we

decided upon the matter he would hand the vpapers over to Mr., B and

AT

il



et MR

furnish him @ifh 2ll the infomation he has I will mentiam this to
Earsel but I suppose that nothing crn be done til your return. The
sooner this business 1is attended to thebetter It is alreedy lain
too long Six years have passed since Uncle John died and we have .
not yet mode the first move toward demsnding settlement of the
accounts from his executors Is not this a shame to have deferred
the matter so long? Our clzim is o just one, I feel convlinced that
should the suit be oroperly conducted snd things explained in

the manner they should be our fair cousins will have to pay us a
pretty round sum of money. I should not be suprprised if it should
exceed $15,000 dollers This is certa2inly a very lerge sum but when
4+ look at the papers over and ruminate upon them I cannot see whga
it should not be with intsrest for the isst fourteen years amount

to a great deal more then this “The mortgage foér 37000 with fourteen
gears interest would alone amoun:t to 313,860 I'm =fraid from the
manner in which Whiting is defending the suit for the foreclosure of
the mortgege agzinst us he will prevent us from obtaining the full
amount of the $70C0 mortgage I belleve thet you are under the
lmreésion thet Wting will flle a cross bill as a set off in_a sult
for the foreclosure in order to ascertain the amount they are in&ébted
to us beycnd the mortgage of 31375 interest & &, (You know the case was
lagt tried tefore the supreme court wren the decision of the Ast Vice

Chancelor was riversed in our favour. From this decisbn the Pyes have

appealed to the Court of Appeals when the suit is next and finally to be

heard,) Whiting has not filed a Cross bill in answer to their
apvoeal though the judges of the Supreme Court granted him the permission

to do so, His object in not filing the cross billJI supposei}is to save=s

himself the trouble of going into the settlement of long accounts

which would consume a great deal of £iMeldnd perhaps impiicate himsef
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in some way. You know he was once uncles lgwyer he is now ours, So) thate

business he transacted years ago for him he would be ccmpelled to undo qu
us:,’ Thié of course no man would like to do, but then why can he not

say so? He submits the case to the Court of Appeals in precisely the

same form in which it eppeqred in the Supreme Court the decision of

which having been In our favour will oprobably be confirmed by the Court ‘ {
of Appeals.V/I can see it matters very little which way the case is deéidéd
whether for or against us excepting as regards the vayment of costs, -
Supose it be decided in our favor that they cannot forclose the E
mortgage because 1t is vroven that Uncle is indebted to us for more than’3§
the amount of the mortgage then of course they have to vay the costs -
and we are at literty to file a cross bill and commence & suit againsti tf
them to ascertain their indebtedness beyond the amount of the mbrtgage. :
If on the contrary it be decided against/ggtwithstanding Uncle being in- ‘
debted to us in a greater sum than the amount of the mortgage

then we have to vay the costs, which will likely amount to 3600

the face of the mortrage $1375, and 3700 interest being a total of

32675, Ve srall then be at liberty to file the cross bill to find out
the amount they cwe us indeoendant of the mortgage.{fThe thing is a

long as it is broad, the only diference is as regards ;;;méialixgé;ﬁ
~ T - T

the costs, When the final decision shall have been rendered the

question will be asked by the party in whose favour the suit terminates
"What have we gained by going to law? UYothing! Simply nothing! '
will be the reply . #When they demanded the amount of the mortgage
we should have vrid it together with the interest and then have
demanded a settlement of them, This Whiting a2t first advised us to do,
but when he thourht we could teAt them either upon the ground of its

being illegal for an executor to take a mortgage against the estate

he represents or upon the grounds of Uncle having released one of -
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he advised us to go to law and held out to us the encouragement'tﬁ
thaf if we did not gain the whole amount we would certainly gain-one half
of it. It anpears by the decision an executor has the right to take a
mortgage provideﬁ he does so without the least detriment to the estate;‘:‘f
As regards the releasing what also apvears to hagve been legal., All V T
we have established in the suit is that Mr. Pye was at the time of his ';;
death indebted to us in a sum more than sufficient to have paid off the o
mortgage. ‘The question then at present issue is --Whether under these
circumstances they have the right to foreclose the mortgage? ‘This 1is toﬁ“*
be decided by the Court of Appeals., Let the decision be what it may we sJ}
shall find ourselves after a grest sacrifice of time and money, to say *~‘;
nothingabout the trouble & vexation it has ccst us, in precisely the ‘ﬁ
same situation we were Six yesrs ago, without a settlement. I begin‘tov N
feel a little more interest in!the business and am determined to proéecu#eﬁ;
the affair, the rest willing or unwilling and this I believe I have the . .
right to do; if you, our representative, either from the want of the wiilA"
or capacity, neglec:t to do and charge the expense of the suit to the Ry
estate. I have taken considerable interest in the affair and studied it
for days rogether and written quires-of foolscap as you well know while = -
neither John nor Henry have s-own very little else than indifference,
I blame them not so much for this, 'They are away from home and have
not sufficiently examined into things to convince them of the great
importance which the Subject merits, We are all very much in want of mﬁney
$15,000 or 520,00C or even a much sma2ller amount divided among us now :
would be very acceptable., The money is of use‘to us wvhile we are young,
have our he=1lth and faculties of av»lying it profitably. Fy sult may go~
on for years perhaps never be settled or if sc when we have grown old
& are no longer akle of applying the money we hope to gain. It is
December 2nd ' :
/uncertain now about my going into bussiness indeed I I have given

up all hope of doing so as I see there is no orospect of making arrange-
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that B has the resutation of being a good lawyer and thst he i3 every

ments with the verson In the least satisfactory ﬁe requires toc much

from me in time, money and everything else, I know not what will be my
next project. I feel the importance of doing = mething and God knows

there is no one who would work more willingly even at a Small re-
muneration, I have m=d repeated efforts to get a clerkship by enquiring
among friends advertising & € but all to no avall, I feel di scouraged &
even mortified. My friends will begin to think, if they are noct

already under the impression, I am too o nfounded lazy tc werk. Now

this is not so as you well know, I can work as hard as any one

indeed I had rather do something than be a gentleman at hgreeable

leisure. I have teen so unfortunate in my attempt to getting and retain-
ing a situation down town I vrefer not clerking anymore if I can possibly
get other smploymm.t. I would like to enter - 'an engineer corps when I H
would be more independent than in a counting room. The appointment 1is

8 difficult one to obtain but as I feel I.am calculated for an engineer

I shall use every effort and endeavor to find a friend wo will interest
himself more than Mr. Harsell has done in my behalf., I saw him last
night. He has not seen Csmpbell Since I first made the provosition to

him and that is two months ago., He has pvaid the Sewer Assessment $112.92 -
this is with interest,., When ycu return we must obtain this money from :
Stevens. He says the flagging in 21th St will cost from 12 to 15@

per foot to be done well. I must set Grimes to work next week, I

mentioned to him what Whiting said to me about Zushne3l. He said

i
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way competent, Fr, Harsell has entirely recovered from the effects of
the accident t ough she i1s at oresent unwell having taken cold when in
% ¥ a.few days ago, Devid Thompson, Dr., Tts fatler died last Thursday
morning and was burried Srturday aged 66 years. I met Mr. Porter

at the funerasl, G&His family is well. I have seen Harris at last
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but once however. Ke looks about the same as Spindling as ever-
He contemplates m-rrylng very soon the young lady he was in love
with before he went to Europe. It is more than a year since he saw or :
’ you give me a regular.

heard from MonSieur Mallet, I received your letter / -
blowing up

for not having written sconer I hope you will consider this
long letter a Sufficient excuse as I can give none other mcre p'lausible.v"' i
Really & did not think it was so long ago or I shculd have written Soone;‘;h_‘
Sunday Decerber 3rd 1848. This mcrning I visited Dr., Tyngs new :
church on the 2nd Avenue, It is a magnificent ti.ilding and wes c m-
secrated Sunday before last. I met Richard and Adeline there and walked

as far as their house, The family are well excepiing the old lady., I

see Richard freqg:iently. He has not yet dstermined to go into bushess,

He devotes ruch time to drawing and painting for which he has a great
deal of taste. On the way home I called to see my mother-in-law

Mrs, Clark, She and her family are well excednting Wm. nnd Jackson who

is fast.retavering. She was sitting in the dining room znd hppeareiir ,  '
cheerful., Susan Clark more beautiful since she has come into pos__session“v:‘f
of a few thousands, The old lady gave me a very Pressing invitation

to dine which I politely refused I've been very particulzr in resvect

to accepting invitations of this kind since leading a bachelor's ,
life fearing people may think I live by Sponging I did not dining » ’,
out or stopoing at tea while you were keeoing house because thén I
hrd a home I see Anson most every day and Thomdpscon occasionally

Poor Ans! I indeed pity him, He has always been 5 true friend to me

and shall never want s long as I have a sixpense to divide with him,

Ee still has scme hove of receiving from five to ten thousand dols o
from his frther's estate but my firm conviction is that he will not
receive that many cents., I do not consider myself more unfortunate

than he, Mr, Wardle is fitting out a vessel for California which
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will sail sbout the 15th inst, I am well acquainted with the Cﬁptain
‘and with Mr, Wardle's scn wheo 1s going out as Supercargo. The price
of passage is 3250 the accounts I receive from Califomia about the
gold regions almost induce me to go. Mr. Wardle and Mr. Smith
Harsell's son-in-law advise me to go the latter says that if he were
not a married man he would give up business tomorrow snd starf of f.

I shall m-ke some effort to go and if I make up my mind I intend going
on to see you to bid you all goodbye. I should like to raise 3300,

I have no doubt Mr, W. would let me go for 3150 You speak of my
going to Washington in the hope of gerting something to do as clerk
in a telegraph office Well I have no objection to do so only in

leaving New York I would like to be convinced of the certainty

of finding employment elsewhere I have not thes money to pay traveling
expenses, It is mos: economical for me to live here. If you wWsh

me togo you must furnish me wi th the necessary funds, I am pleased to
hear you are all well and enjoying yourselves, Wwhy not then remah where
you are, I am of John's opinion that you should not returm here before 7
the Iinauguration of the President takes vlzce though there are mesny rea- .
sons for your returning sconer, out then you must dectde. This is a
d---bad pen. Harriet you say has grown handsome % fat. I am glad to _
hear it., But does she talk any more than she did? She must aldesvér to
make herself more interesting in her manner, now that she has grown so
fascinating if she woul:i ever get a husband, I have some few

numbers of Hogarths and lots of for her, I would wiliingly = -

get the dress from the dyers if.I could possibly, but really I have not

the money. A Sixpence piece and a p:nny are the extent of my funds,
I could not pay the washer woman last week, Tomorrow I must make

8 ralse some how or other,




Monday December hth, I wonder if ever I shall finish this letter which

has already exceded ord nary length, and begins to assume the

)

B

aponearance of a petition to Congress. this honcrable body convenesg
today. You srould be trere to listen to the long lengthy speeches . :
which will doubtless be made., The vresent gsession must be an important
one in the annals of the nation. The subjects for discussion being of ;.
profound nature., Esving remained So long from nome you must not think

of returning before retracing your steps to Washington and give Harriet.

an opportunity of beholding our greatest men and hearing them

speechify., Unless you do this you will very much astonish your friends,
and lose the seemingly g.r.'eat objects of your visit, I met Mr, Cutter
ye2sterday who was so plcased to see me thet he stopped to have a little
talk and allowed his wife to walk---, bBe asked me what I was doing as

I told him nothing. He asked me to call upon him at his store. Mr. -
Caffe has lost his dsughter, I did not speak to him about her cousin in - »

the telegraoh office, but will the next time I see him. DeWitt Clinton

" has retirned from Mexico I met him cne day last surmer coming up from

Coney Island. I am glad to hesr John intends visiting New York in the
Spring with Elizabeth, Then I should have the pleasure of seeing him
soon even if I should not go on this winter. But I desire-to see
Henry more., It is nearly five years slnce we spoke together, What is o
he doing at Washington. People ask me and I am ashamed not to be able
to tell. Perhaps if I knew I should still be ashamed., I hope hé is not
engagsd in/‘g!:x:iness he was some time ago, Write to me in your next

My remembrances to all

fours Affectionately
Tho Whaley
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Susan is not yet married to ir, Ritch neither do I think there is much'

PO DU

probability of such a think taking place. Hesser and I agree admirably
for the reason that we never have anything to say to one another, We

have had but one snow storm which was about a month ago only an inch deep-

Tyl LY e

it disappears before morn, You need not yet think of iInforcing Mrs,
Taylor to pay. This you can not do till a year after her husbands

death, I have seen her and had a long talk. I believe there is no doubt
but that you will get your money if you will have a little patience.

She says that it will be her first debt paid., There is 6 mos interest

due upon it, Mr, Harsell did not receive the first letter you wrote him
requesting him to nay me eight dolls and as he was not in town at the tma.-
I received your letter and I was much in want of money to pay Some very
pressing.debts, such as room rent and money I had .borrowed to get

eatables wich I was obliged to collect twenty five dolls from Lales.

I don't know hcw you will 1like this, but I cruld not dscuss th:?

propriety of the thing situated as I am. You know I had only about 310

when you went away and then owed Somctting., You have been gone nearly:
three months, EHow do you imagine I live when I am doing nothing

unless you furnish me with the funds! Tis true I have no rght to expect
you to do So. But-that am I to do? I can :run’ in debt for everything
excepting victuals and drink and these aremmost important. Now if my
tailor is is willing to trust me for clothes and wait till I am able to
pay him I think you might svow a little compassion, The money however I
will be able to refund you when you return, Anse cwes me over twehty
dolls and he is to allow me twenty five for ccllecting the

from So you see I am provided with funds for sometime to come but the

di fficulty is to collect them now when I want them most, I must make a’

raise somewhere tod-y.

1 d
).
JALE IR
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Thomas Wralev tec his Hother Rackel (inccmplete) 1848

(The letter begins on page 5.. Whaley's mother who is visiting

in Harrer's Ferry makes some comment to her son regarding his

living (probably) in Brooklyn where her family resides. )

Page 5...begins :

"You know very well how I detest the place. I had an opportunity

of residing there when you kept house. No, no, I am contented

where I am and besides my present interests require me to remain

in New York. My only hope and mecst earnest desire, in the event

of my being established in business, is to find employment which
be eble to

will afford me, sufficient, even with economy, to/vay off my debts

within a year. You know very well my disposition. I am naturally

active. Place me in & position where I can make myself useful

anéd I warrant you no one will have cause to accuse me of being

either lazy or inattentive. We will speak more anon of my going |

to Washington. I would prefer remaining in New York. But 1t will

not do for a crerson situated as I am to be very choice, I am ready

ané willing to go to Washington or any other place where there 1is
a certainty of my finding employment. Neither am I particular as
to its nature. I have become liberal in my views within a year or
two. I respect one man a: much 22 another nd matter what may be

his avocatlion- the cozl hezver alike the judge.

Every man is honourable in his calling. The world 1s ever changing,

and the wheel of fortune is constantly turning. It willl not do for

me to despair. "Hope on hove ever", is my motto and it is this

which consoles me in my musings and leads me to bellieve that some

day I shall place my foot upon the wheel and ride as the world
revolves to its apex and enjoy the bright day in Store for me.

But all this is visionary. How I should like to enjoy the reality.
Mr. Harsell has not yet been able to see Campbell the chief engineer




Page 2
of the Harlem road. He has defined the matter so long I begin to

think I have little hope in that quarter. As soon as it is decided

thet I can make no arrangement to go into business I shall make an

application in another gquarter to be admitted into an engineer coros.

I have an inclination that way and I see no reason why I should not
gsucceed. Mr Earsell was very low spirited when I saw him last.
Criving out one day with his wife and two daughters, the horses
became unmanageable, ran away z=né overturned the carriage, whereby
his wife and Mrs. Smith were hurt. Tke former received a wound upon
the head of such & nature he entertains fears tkhat it will cause
congestion of the ﬁrain ané consequently death. Mr. H. (Earsell)
attended to paying the assessment for the sewer in 27th St. amounting
to over $112.00 with interest. I recommend you find out what Harsell
thinks of the matter and the advice of Billings &c¢ to commence a
suit zgainst Stevens for the recovery of this asmcunt. But 21l in
gooc time when you return. Mr. Richard called to see me thts morning
and wishes his money very nuch. I tolé him you were out of the city
and that I had no authority to pay him but that you would settle/ég
soon as you returned. He wished me to state to you that it is very
necessary to have the money as he has been purchasing some property,
and that unless he gets it within ten dzys he willl present a very
different bill. I told him it was of no use to talk so that it was
impossible for him to have it in ten days ané as for a larger bill
you wouléd not pay the one slreacy presented unless some deductions

were made upon it. Ané so the matter rests. I have had the croton

water pipe fixed at the slaughter- house. It was left constantly
running and must soon have carried away the foundatlion again pe

Here is a proposition I wish to lay before you.for consideration
which I hope will meet with your approvzl as well az John and Henryls
Mr. Perrin who ovns the slaughter-house next to ours, No's 435 and

437 has an offer made him to lease his premises for ten years,----
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but he would prefer building provided we dc the same. and sell him
6% £t of our lot so that he may put up three houses each 18 3/4 feet.
His prorerty is in as bad conciticon a~ ours which obligesz him to
lease it to a -er-on for a term of years who will repair it or tear
it down and put up brick bullcdings. The letter he prefers doing
vrovideé he can buy our lots or a part Of it. I told him that our
intention wzs to build iIn the spring a front and rear bullding

for the accomodation of 15 or 20 famillies so that it would meke no
difference to us whether he leased or not. I also told him that if
he would zgree to put up good three story houses that I though you
would be willing to sell him 6% ft and put up a good three story
house to live in yourself. He said his intention was to live in one
of the three. The houses would not probably cost more than $3,500 a
piece being only three quarter houses with the advantage of party
walls &c. Anson G. Phelps owns No. 429 next door, but one to ours,

I went to see him. He is perfectly willing to enter into the arrange-
ment and will put up two houses the same as the rest 18#3/4 £t by
purchasing 63 £t off the rear of the avenue lots, and 63%ft of Mr.
Wittes, the man who owns No. 431 next to ours, providing Mr., Wittes
will "do" builé also. When I saw Fhelrs I was under the impression
Wittes would enter into the arrangement whereby all the slaughter
houses woulé be removed at once ané mazke a very respectable neighbor-
hood. The houses on the opposite side, those in the rear and on the
Avenue are very good srd-ressseieble-neighberheed- You would not be
ashamed to reside there when the slaughter houses are removed as

the neighborhooé would become very respectabls. I told Perrin we
woulé builé a gooé house provided all the slaughterhouses were
removed. Mr. Witt is unwilling to bulld. He wishes to sell and asks
86,000 for hi- property. This appears a grest deal but when considered

it is not much out of the way. He paild $3,000 for the slaughterhouse
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and lot---ané since in possession he has expended more than $2,000
having turned the slaughterhouse into a dwelling( in which he resides)
and bullt a place to kill in up on the rear of the lot. I intend
stating thi; to Phelps who may possibly be willing to purckase the
property of Witts at £6,000, in order to get all the naisances out

of the neighborhood. He could then put up three houses. Fhelps owns
three of the houses on the Avenue beyond Peck's. I think if the others
are willing to build we should enter into the zrrangement, as it

will improve the property. I believe it will be much more to our
advantage to put a2 good house there to live in than to build to let
out in apartments. Y ou wish to own the house you live/iid bought.

The lot on 27th Street with the intention to build upon it. A house
there woulé cost between 5 &6,000 dolls., say $5,500. You would have
to raise $4,000 at least upon the Mott St. house. The cost of building
a house in 4th St will not exceed 43,500. All you want is a plain
three story and attic house with a good brick front, arranged so that
you may rent either the upper or lower vart. You will receive for

the ground you ssell Mr., Perrin $1,000 or more which added to the
8500 worth of lots makes $15500 leaving a deficiency of $2,000 to be
reised on land and mortgzge at 6% being $120 per annum. The house
when completed will rent for $500 or §600 per annum. Suppose you
reside in the lower part and rent out the upper for £250 you will

be receiving the same for the property as at present without the
continual expense you are now subjected to and your rent for the
lover part will be only §120 dollars together with the increase of
taxes, croton water tax &c amounting to probably $130 or $140 per
annum, The propertiy in 27th Street you can keep three or four years
when you can either imporve it or sell it for $1000 or §1500 more
than you gave for it. The lot in 4th St would be too valuable for

a common building, were the slaughter-houses away. If et anytime

you feel disposed to put up a common bullding to let cut in tenements
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you can buy a lot for 21000 or 1500. I wish you to consult with the
boys. Consider well this proposition ané write me something definite
In your next as soon as possible as Mr, Perrin is waiting for our
answer. Let me tell you who Mr. P. is. He is a connexion by marriage
of Mr. Montgomery. You may recocllect having seen his wife at Mrs,
Montgomery's. It was she who told me about about Mr. P. A month ago
he inquired for me at every house in Amity St. but was unable to

find me. I have received an order to flag the sidewalk in 4th St.

It 1s against the law to pave. I have seen Thompson's father concern-
ing it. I told him we had some intention of bullding in the spring.
He said that unless 1t be a city ordinance we need not flag the walks,
He is to tell me today. If it be a city ordinance it must be attended
to immediately. Mrs. Taylor did not pay the $250 the lst of the month
as I expected. She assures me that it will ultimately be paid if we
will only allow here the time. She said that she considers the $250
more than money torrowed and as it was money placed &n her husband's
hands in trust, it shall be the first debt paid. Mr. Whiting who
attends to her business told her that as your were indebted to him,
you might be willing to transfer the amount to his account, but I
gave her to understand that you would not consent to such an arrange-
ment. Mrs., Jackson still ccntinues 111 but is slowly tecovekring. The
chilé is with Mrs. Clark. Mrs. Chas got through with her law business.,
She has secured Susan's portion , but says she is $300 a year worse
off herself than before going to law. I saw Mrs. Kimmel last evening.
She 1s pleased with the icdea of (your) returning so soon. I was also
at Mrs. Thorps st---{torn) she is not very well apparently. She sits
very still and does nothing. Popoy Slipper is as lively as usual.

He Jumpecd for Jjoy and clapped nis hancds when I told him you would be
home in the course of a month or six weeks., Dick is still a gentleman
at large. Adeline is growing prettier. All of them wish to be remember-

ed to you period. Geo. Brown is in thke grocery business, corner of



page 6

3rd Avenue and 16th St. Sam Rogers was marrieé last week to Miss
Scofield of 10th St. I have not seen Charley Harris yet. I cannot
find out where the fellow is. I have left my address with his family.

Mrs. Bernarcdus returned home a montk ago & Mrs. Remeirez leaves in

a few desys. The Devereaux sre well. Elizabeth was home with Mrs.
Stoddart last Sunday. That lady is reccovering very slowly. ¥r. Smith 1
is boarding there zgsin. I see An-on most every day end Thompson occas-
ionally. You sappear to misunderstand the affair altogether. I wish

you woulé not write to me anymore concerning it. When you return I

will enter lnto an explanation. I am goling to have a whist party at

my house Fridzy evening. Thompson and Thorp are to be here. Tell

Henry my desire to see him is as great azs hils desire to see me. Five
years is a long time for brotkhers to be separated. Whatever difference
there is between us, I hope scon tc be able teo settle. I have written

you a long and scrawling letter. My hand 1s entirely out, I have so
little to do in the pen driving way. I hope you will consicder what

I send you sufficiently interesting for the cents it will cost you.

{ have not seen ¥rs, Smith but will in the course of a few days,

when I will éeliver your message. All your friends Join with me

end desire to be remembered tc you ell and wish you and sister a

pleasant return. ... Yours affectionately, Thomas Whaley

(at top of page 5, turn upsidée dowvn to read, is following posteript:

", .The taxes for the ensuing ye-r are $6.51 on the four lots Bailey

has, 97¢ on the four other lots at Bloomingdale , £8.27 on 27th St.

lot $21.56 on the 4th st lot and$32.34 on the Mott St house making

a total of §70.00 which would have been much more had I not sworn

the property down. I think you might consider my situation and give

me the difference...."

(at top of page 8, turn upside cdown to read ) the following :

"...I czme near forgetting to_say I have mentioned tke proposition

of bullding tc Mr. Harsellﬁ%%t he approves of it. Harsell has ¢ ollected
475. from the grocer &850 from Mc Gay out of which he paid the assessmeny .
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Harpers Ferry : e

December 20, 18LL8
Dear Son
4As you left us in such haste you cannot wonder at my writing ere
you have arrived at your place of destination I am still averse in
my feelings to your going to Califormia but you are so determined to go
you have my most fervent wishes for your future welfare; do not neglect

to have your likeness, as I told you, likewise write where we may find:

the remaining numbers of Hogarths or, if the time is expired and if we are '

to have any more, Albions on engravings, do inform me if we shall have
any opvoortunity of sending a parcel to you by the care of Mr, Wardle,

or if .Gomes is going soon., Bister says you must not forget to write the
niece for her Album. I would like to have the address of Henshgw or

any other who are going to C--a, Do not forget to reéieve the letter I
wrote to you last Friday as it was post p~id, I have = great desire that
you w111 give that note to john Devoe, You had better See your Mr,
Cutter, he may send out some goods by you the Mr., Cutter I spoke of
here 1s now in ¥Y lives 108 Columbia St he wlll leave for this place next
teausday he will bring =ny small acticle for us he has always been in
the Commercial Line you had better take all your cloths with you even if
they are old as you can give them away ir you do not want them it rains
quite heard wday poor Hen he will have it gquite unpleasant- I did intend
to have you to join the Odd fellows as I have always heard how beneficial
it was to a person traveling Write what day you will sell for certain,

Did you give Henry a note 938 I have paid him 310 towsrds the money you

took of M S Richardsons write the p-rticulars and the sum you recieve from -

MSR for cirtin and if you gsave him a note the amount I hope you will get
safe to Newark tbll Mrsg. Perkins and Loisa that I would be pleased ©

receive a letter from them likewise give them my best regards to the

family) Sister says she will get a small likeness taken from the one you o




v;lill. leave, and have put in a told case and wazl'e it for a locket, she 1sv_\_:;‘:'-
| braiding a piece of her hair and mine for you and regrets very much that -
she has not an opportunity to make somethiné for you but we camnot get -
materials here as we con in NY. to mgke anything with, I want ﬁ'ou to teii o
the insurance Co to send the policy to Mr, Smith after they have renev;ed
it =3 I sxpect you ﬁave spoken to Mr. Smith gbout it and he will pﬁy i
for it and place the same to my account do not ﬁeglecj: it, give my best ~:»:-_,':'

respects to Mrs. Jackson and tell her I write her a plain friendly 1ette1f—.'f_-:

ere long. You had better see Mr. Washington Smith as he may send potterf
by you &xatxersuch as clay furnaces which would be first rate In thet '_

country the Iron furnaces like would be first rate to take L wish I had

thought as much as I do now I wuld have traveled to N York with you

as I think I wuld be more reconciled to your going I know you can

prepare all things comfortsble for yourself haveing traveled before I
hope you will be particular to put up everything you may want to make ' 2
yourself comfortable with we all join in love to you and May God protec't:‘_'-"%
my child is the maternal wish of your .

affectionate mother

R whaley

Thomas I feel quite unhapoy as you may supnose least you m~y not return . “
home tell Mr, Wardle I will call on him at his residence '.ghen I come '
to NY




Iﬁ Re: ’-Rarphels letter to Thomas from Harpers Ferry Dec. 22, 848
Asks about assessements on pronerty purchased; Hr. Hel ss sent on
by telegrach Fremonts report 8 mzcs on 2nd inst. and it sppars that
Heiss (futire son in law of iachel) is interested in any news

as to Whaley's business activities in Callif, because he feels

i

he may try to go to Calif, Instructs him to write before le~ving
and send a letter by the pilot boat let her lmow if he receives
this particular letter. FKEenry and Thompson awaiting news ,bout
Caiif in order that they can decide whether or n<t they o will
come out., Sends braid of her hair and Harriets and lockets and
hopes he wlll be gble to tring them b-ck to them, Also"take

your life preserver sznd braces.
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ist page Newark December 26th 1848

Mr., Thos Whaley

Dear Nevhew I sit down to write to you and
I confess it is with gre-t emmotion, when I consider the length of your
voyage, and the danger of Te sea, and the sosiety in wich you are a
going, and your own state, with the grace of God to supoort you, but you

have been brought up in a gosnrle land, =nd I damt know that I can say any-
thing tw induce you to seek a preperation of heart to serve God wildg you>
are in this wourld, so that you may prais him forever in the next, that .
the Bi-le is an inspired Book I supnose you do not doubt, you carmot N

doubtit when you reflect how many things wherer. . fore told long before’

they came to vass, and the more fameliar you become with your Biblé the
more you will appreciate it, and you must not lesve this land of Biﬁles'
without taking one with you, for it will tell you if you read it, that ‘
all things shall work togsther for good to them that love the lord, and
many dther such positive .promises, but remember they are only to them
that love the Lord =2nd he tells us that if we love him we will keeo his |
commandm:nts, I would like to say much more on this subject but have many
other things to say, but I ho—me you will read this letter often while
on your voyage, and it may b: that when you are going round the horn as
it is crlled that you will have reason to think of the scrpture that says
fall upon me in time of trouble and I will deliver you, but wren we call
upon the lord we must believe that he is, and that he is a regard of |
all them that call upon him, thus endezth the first Page of my letter

if you ~re favoured to arrive safe on the Shcre of the Gold region,
I have no doubt tut there will be speckul~tions to buy what you may have
to sell as soon as you land but I would not sell untlil I saw or found

out the most I could get, »nd th-t should be done immediately, and not

lose a reascnable opoortunity to- sell, because goods cf every kind will -iy,,



be landing weekly, and no doubt will be reduced in price, and by
inquiring and investigation you will find what is most wanthg to suit

the merket, and when you remit to me the procedes of what I send with you
And send me word what you want I can send you anything you want on the
same terms as you tske the wagon and barrows, but you must send me a 1list

of the prices each artikle brings there so that I may make a calculation

by counting the cost to see if they will péy to send, further I think if‘___

you could engage any carts or wagons or borrows at a safe price and
have some assurance that the buyers would take them if delivered

according to contract at a given time because I think they will be of

less valué in one year from now on account of x;umy being sent into that
?

s

country A common mewl or howrse cart for carting can 1ist on store is wort.'.h'if

here on bord the ship about 335 a common two horse or mewl wagon for
the ssme purpose sbout 8G to 85 dollars 1If they have boes and cover

it will be about 310 mo.e an ox cart about $50 if you send for any
you wi 1ll have to send the ehelghth of the wheds you want, the width of
track with length heighth of the béddy and you cannot b= to particular
in giving a full disscripsion of anything you want, eand whether it had
better be a cheap artickle or of the best kind also I wznt you to send
me word what is the lowest raté of wages for a carpenter, blacksmith and
wagon maker and the cost of timber, the auiality and so forth the orice
of boards or brick or stone in fact I want tc know the propﬁet& of
establishing g small tasiness there and the health of the country

tr.e morals of the people snd so fortk. I intend to get a map of that
country so that when you write about any particulsr place I shall know
something zbout it there is a shi» by the n~me of Bark Griffin to be
manned and crewed from Newark and loaded and will ssil =mbout the first
of VFebruary 149 a number of my acquaintances 1s poingwith her and I

ixnxend may send scomething by her to you, you will get there ~bout one



S

month ahead of her and you must look cut for her sarrivael and i‘nciuire
of the Cgp tain for any?hing from E, I. Kip to the care of T. Whsley °
There is a vessel belonging to J. B, Stevens tc ssil in a dey or two
from Newark I shall send nothing by her with the gcods ‘I shipv on the
first of Febryary I will send you a letter and f:hen. I wil apprise you

vhen T intend to send more and how If the business w1l p’é.y I intend to

send all I can and as to your faithfulness I have no reason to doubt,
thus endeth the third page. I would s.dvj.se'you to associate yourself
in company with someone you c#n confide in and have a mutual under-
standing of egch others business so that if Bitiler of you are taken
away the other can see to his business I will now give you an invoice

of my goods and eXxmihmxy close hoping that God may bless and prosper

you,
Henry I, Kip
1 ircon axel spring wagon ‘ 6338 .
delivered on board the shipn 3110.00
L Wheel Barrows at ’-i.é.SO . 26.00
L good elock running on beass 5.00
2l pocket handkerchiefs at 8@ 1 1,92 ‘
I iron wrenches at 202 ] .80
A lot of jews harps .25 .
16 pzpers of tobacco .25
two lerge locks 2.25
I pives
214617
1 coffes mill 53 -
T1Lh7.00

Newark December 26th 1848

I will send a few of my cards rnd I want you to give them to eckkkaw
anym person you may see there that Intends to send orders for anything
in my line and tell then they can be supclied at tre smrtecst notice

[
¢




and reasonable terms by sending to me and as to warkmenship snd meterials
I cannot be best, The boes for the top you will find are sll rumbered i
with a chisel on the boe znd on the top of the boddy on the edge of

the bord, the wheels, nuts braces snd sl1]l gare marked so that if the _
wagon i s taken avart you will have no difficulty in getthg it wgether
all right when you get th ere, you will find the cover tie wippletrees
and reclk yoke all in the box and belong with the wagon, and you can 3
use one of the wrenches to put it tcgether =zfter you heve o 1d the
wagon, then tell the buyer he nad better buy a wrench wich he will »
want, but does not belong with the wagon, you hed bevter put it alto ether".',_yi‘.
and put on the wivonletrees the btces the cover and tie it down before you
of fer it for sale, you will find strings on the cover and rings on
the boddy to tie it fast, and the back and must run over a post the

boe a little the most wich it will do if you just put it on right

The name of the ship I referred to in my letter I cannot learn

but may get it to you be fore you start, and the csrds have been for-

go tten but may send them, the vesgsel I referredeto may heve on board,

a number of carts and wagons some of wich I am making myself for
William Pickett of NWewark, his son fifteen years cld is exrected to
sail with them ~nd you might form an advantageous acqurintenance with
him, It is probable I will give him charge of the goods and letter I |
will send to you at that time and to disvose of them in case you cannot
be found but I exrect you wlll not remain far frem the landing as

there may be goods sent to you frequently ~nd you may elso heve en
opsortunity of buying =nd selling to adventage by being st tre head

of the market. Fut do not exxose yourself to an unhealthy climate

more than you cen help, I have numbered iy barrows and if you wsnt

anymore you can send me word wich-sises and shape s:its the best




JUINLL RS

No 1 or 2 lose sides or No 1 or 2 fast sides

H I Kip Shop
39 Broad St.
Newark, New Jersey
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December 27, 1843
¥r., Thomas Whaley
Desr Sir
I come now to address you in full in relation to arrangements and prospects 5
wnich await acting uvon till you may see fit to determine after havir;g
remained in Califomiasufficlently long to sndak decidedly say till
¥xx the lst of September, 1849 upon which date-you willplease write
in full and should you speak favourably, about the middle of November

Messers Thompson and Hunter will proceed to board the Erig Frances; im

or some other vessel with the descriotion of goods you may advise and e
I willproceed in her direct to California, the vessel and cargo to be
consigned to us--gnd skare in the profits one half =2bove the terms agreed
upon with the consignees--I do not hesitare in saying that through my

friends and I shsll be éble to influence consignments in any amount we T

may require(in case we en er into co ocartnership) and of iiscriotions most
favourable for sale thst vart of carge which we may not receive in con-

signment from strangers will e ovurchased by my fiends and should

------------ first attention from favourable will be continue-w—ean--
the extent we may be willing to receive.,-~--v-- of this nature would work 7.
for the benefit -----w-o and lMessrs 'hompson and Hunter in this city-----

through them as we should feel sssured o.f “.aving friends wo wculd exert
the utmost for our interest in this nart of the world, imowing at the
same time that en increase of businecs for us would be for thgir benefit.,
All their shipments would be ddressed o us, all Caotains of thelr

acqualntance would receive lestters to us and all our business trans-

i
1
¥
3

acted here would be done to the best advantage-so tht in all th-t
regards that part of tke world we could be nerfectly satisfied that
everything would be done perhaps more favourably than if we were here

to advise-besides I am acquainted with many of the Castains in this Port




" some of whom are very good friends whe would let no oppoz;tu_nity

7slip> that might tenefit us. The terms . would propose are

that you should cecatinus in your oresent arrangement til I arrive in
Celifornia on the vessel- then you to enter into copartmsrship with

me sharing one half the Profits-should you share of the capital

at the time much exeeed thet which I should have hopes of equaling

I would make arrangements accordingly - But unless you think it wuld
be to the advantage of both (that 1s if you are not confident it would
be a profitable undertaking for me to set out, which two or three
months residence then would inform you without much hesitgtion

please write accordingly An arrangement of this kind I think would

be of more ---fit than being bonded to an old fim, vhere your-----
would be much cmntrolled and who in many points would control

you to their advantage thinking more of their own  nterests then yours
Stould these terms be accencable to you - Lf you can manage to get

the control of a plece of land for a mumber of jyears it would be

well worth trying for--or If you should have funds enough to buy a lot
I would advise you te invest the same, as it would be sure to pay in a
very stort time - a parcel of ground on the 3Bay whevre a wharf could be.
built for a vessel to dischrarge i1s In that vicinity of a good
ancrorage would gave much expense in unlosading, ecieving and loading
cergo - with many oither conveniences - During the winter months at

the Cape I think but fe=w vessels will pass consequently at some seasons
of the year shioping will be more =xteasive than otrers and I think
storage will be often necers ry: it would also be to advantage to
purchnse Hide=z, Tallow % asg return froight - oarticularly when such can
be obtained for Parter all of wrich sell well here for cash - As #tng

as the Gold continues to be found neople will go after it and conse-
quently the inhabitants will increase most of whom going without

means will pay high for the necessities of life, A grert many will

se’gtle in Californla and some of the more extensive firms in this



¢ity, finding business will not pay any large pfofiﬁs may cease to
continue shipning - at any rate a house then watching thelir opportunity;
cannot fail to make meney and build up a business that will pay better )
than remaining in this city - and I think our advsntages in this are .
Supsrior having everything offered us we can wish - the only question
i1s will it pay? I think the affirmative is true. I shall wri te you

SO0 as you may hear from me when you arrive and please wrice immediately:
upon ybur arrival, and often till the first of September when I shall
look for a conclusive letter. If you have time before you lescve

perhaps you had better write your mother of this arrangement and her
views the answer of which you can receive when you arrive there.

Should you enter into this arrangement and make profitable sale of the
goods consigned to you, you might order further consignments through

my tZrother's vessel or we might take up = larger vessel than the
Frances, ‘lhompson and Hunter having the a.dvantage of having vessels.

in their control and selecting ths fastest sallers could freightAone
immediately and send her to sea before most vessels would commence
loading. This is 2 superior advontage which smeller vessels always
have, Directing your consignees to ship the goods which you may épecify ;
in the vessel whick Thompson & Hunter may load notifying them that said
vessel 1is to be consigned to you direct with dispatch and informing them
alsc who the shippers are to be and they will call and find out the bulk
of goods to be shipved and act accerdingly. I would advise you to

not make toc public with the nersons with whom you have now made
arrangements of the persons w-o have consigned goods to you personally.
Keep them to yourself gs much 2t you can at the same time profit by

all the shipping you know of: they may not be wanted, but it is best

to make @ <LecAk of all you e¢on for all parties.

My you will receive in California
Hoping you may have a pleszsant paSSAge and a "rofitable excursion

I rémain very truly William P, Thompson
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