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Theodore W. Porter to Thomas whaley
Washington Institute, Xew York City
addressed : Mr. Thomas W. “haley, Rome Italy

February 27th, 1345

Dear Thomas,

I have to thank you very heartily for the highly gratify-
ing letter with which you favoured me from Paris, under date of
the 13th of November , 134L. I had been anticipating an epistle
from you for some months previous, and when it came to hand it
met with a cordial welcome, Let me assure you, however, that I
had never charged you with "negligence"”, as you surmise; for I’
well knew the hindrances you must have encountered in writing to
others than your own immediate family. The letter pleased me much
on many accounts:- its long and closely filled pages; the exceed-
ing neatness & taste in its execution; the evidence it furnished
of careful observation in your travels; the correct reflections
you made on what you saw; and the proofs it exhibited oIf affect-
ion felt for myself and the other members of our family.-The
letter was considered pro hono publico, and was read either by,or,
to each one of us, I showed it to several of the boys, as a spec-
imen of neat and tasteful penmanship, which it would be well for
them to imitate. And it gave me pieasure also to be able to speak
of it in respects referred to, in a conversation with your Mother,
a day or two since:- for you may possiblvrfancy how happy Parents
are made when they hear deserved praise bestowed on their children.
--But, my dear Thomas , how strangely you are circumstanced in this
1845 ! how unlike what could have been anticipated two or three
years ago, - especlially , when on your aick bed at you uncle's !

how utterly different from the fortunes and chances that have be-



fallen your brothers ! - Well , I am glad of it;-so far, at
least: and I shall continue to rejoice, if, as I hope, you are

not only not injured, but positively benefited by your sojourn

in foreign lands, It reouires a good deal of moral and intellect-
ual Stamina in an individual to be improved by travels abroad;

and you are full young to risk the ordeal, Yet the instructions
Yyou have received have been of such a kind, and so long in their: -
instilling, that you have perhaps more maturity and solidity of
character than many of your age; and I cannot but hope and antic-
ipate that with good common sense, a fair amount of education,

a respectable share of intelligence, and, more than all, a high
tone of moral principle, you will pass through the trial unscathed,
and return to your friends really improved in every good thing,-
The opportunities you enjoy are nqt many usual for young men, and
we sfiall have the right to look for correspondent improvement in
hiin who experiences them. Let us not be disappointed in your case,
Gain in all useful knowledge. Accomplish yourself in everything
that shall make you agreeable and interesting in social life.
Polish manners and mind together. And above all, "keep your heart
with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life",- Should
a kind Providence spare you to return to us again;- as I pray/izy,
let us find you in all respects what we shall love and respect:
especlally a kind, and dutiful son to your Mother in her widowhood
and advancing age. Thus you may look for the blessing of Heaven

on your after life; for so God has promised in his holy word, =--
To the request you made, that I would give you letters of introd-

uction to any persens in Italy, with whom I might be acquainted, I



readily acceded, and have already endeavored to do whet you would
wish:~ at least it was all I was able to do. About a month or six
weeks since, I sent a message thrcugh a particular and intimate
friend of mine, in this city, to his brother - in- law, now in
Italy, to search you out immediately on your arrival there and
make your acquaintance? Ere this he must have received the letter,
and I know he will be happy for my sake as well as his own to be-
come known to you., He needs accuasintances and friends in Italy as
well as you do, and it will prove a mutual pleasure and benefit I
doubt not, He is a Mr., Anthony Van Wyck , of Fishkill, Duchess

County in our State. His family is one of respectability and
standing, and he himself is a gentleman of education and high moral
worth, I have known him for several years,.and recommend him to

you as one worthy in all things of your affection and respect.

He is visiting the south of Europe for health alone, as most of

his family have deceased with pulmonary complaints, Whether;you
will find him in Rome or Naples, I cannot certainly say;-probably
the former: but he will be on the look-out for you on your arrival
in either city, as you may be for him,-- I have been querying

with myself whether I should attempt to relate any "news" properly
80 called, in my letter: but the thought strikes me that the letters
from your family will give you everything of interest; and that

my relation of the different items would prove a repetition, I

may however, tell you of the general health of a----family,-

though my Mother has recently been very 111. She is mu(ch) imp-
roved within a week past, % we trust will soon be entirely well,

The Institute retains its ldentity still in its internal arrange-

ment; but, alas! as to its external, they are sadly changed. In




the rage for "improvement"” in this part of the City, our land-
lords are cutting away our grounds, down to the street level,
already
in order to erect blocks of buildings on them ! They have/taken
down eight lots, and talk of lesving us only four or six !
The savages ! You will not know us when you return.- Just now
our political world is full of excitement on the subject of
the annexation of Texag. The vote in the Senate at Washington
i8 to be taken this week, & all are on the tiptoe of hope, or
dread,.- Was there ever a sadder defeat in a political warfare,
than that of Mr. Clay in our last election & It was the great-
est disappointment of the kind I ever experienced,-Have you
heard of the mournful fall of Bishop Ondendonk of New York ? He
has been suspended from the ministry for "“impurity of life":=- a
having been guilty of actions evencing such a disposition of
mind, for many years back. The only apology offered was exclte-
ment by the "use of wines and strong drink" ! His brother, too,
you lnow tre bishop of Pennsylvania has been deposed for habit-
ual drunkeness! alas! alas! when bad men assume the function of
the Christian ministry.- But all are not such.-Before I entirely
£11) my sheet, let me ask you , as opportunity offers, in your
rambles , to remember me as one who delights in 1little objects
of virtue: so that if you can occasionally pick up a pebble,or
pluck a flower, or select a fragment from any locality of interest,
Just to do it for me, & I ghall not only thank you kindly, but
promise to reward you fourfold in any way you will suggest,-
We all write in the most earnest wishes for you welfare and
happiness. My Mother sends you her kindest regards: my Brother’ ke
& his wife join with her; and you will not doubt the sincerity

of my love, Eliza, and Mr. Cornwall, & Mr Taylor, and these boys



vho know you desire their affectionate remembrance to you.-I

need not say, it would give me pleasure to hear from you again.
Remember me also affectionately & respectfully to Mr. Van Wyck.

I hope his health is becoming confirmed, Tell him I saw his brother
in law yesterday. He was well, and so were his two children& his
Mother. His brother, Mr. Lorenzo Snow, has recently lost his only
child- With sincere affection, Dear Thomas, I am, as ever, your

friend,- Theodore W. Porter
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Theodore . Zorter to Thomas ~haley
washington Institute, lew fork City

addressed : lir, "honmas &, italey, Jlome Italy

Fecruary 27th, 1345
Jear Thomas,

I nave to thanit you very ne:rtily for the hirhly gratify-
ing letter with whick you fave re: me from Paris, -nder date of
the 13th of Yovembter , 13L.. I nhed deen anticlpating an epistle
from jou feor some mo:ntis previous, and when it came to hand it
met with a cordial wrlcome, lLet me assure jcu, however, that I
had rnever charged you with 'negligence”, as you surmise; for I
wolil inew the hindrances ycu tmust have encountered in writing to
others than your own irmediate family, The lctter plsased me much
on many accounts:- its long and clcsely filled pages; the exceed-
ing necatness & taste in Lts cxecution; the evidence it furnished
of caretful obs<rvatlion in ye:r -ravels; the correct rofleoctions
you made on what you saw; and the srocfs it exhilblited of affect-
ion felt for mysgeil un. the otiier memorrs of our famlly.-ihe
letter was ccnsl:ered pro hono pubileo, and was read either by,or,
to ecach one of us, I showe. It o several of the boys, 43 & spec-
imen of nent an:i vasteful penmansiiing, wirtich It would ve well for
them to imitate, And Lt gave me picasure also tc be able to speak
of 1t in resaveccts refcrred to, In a conversation with your Hother,
a day or twc alnce:- for you may sogslblé fancy i:ocw hnapny Parents
are made wi:enn thcy hear deserved praise bestowed on U eir chlldren,
~~But, my dear .homas , how St -angels you are circumstanced in this
1345 | how unlike what ccul: have Zeen anticipated two or three
jears age, - espcclally , when on sour sick bed at you uncle's |

new utterly <iffcrent from tie fortunes and chances that have be-
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fallen your bdrothers § - .el. , I az zlad of 1t;-so far, at

least: an! I 3kall continue to rejcice, if, as I rope, you are
’ 2 Yoy

<

not only nct Injured, butl nositively benefited by your sojourn

In foreign lands, It re~ulres a good deal of moral and intellect-
ual Stamira In an indiividual to be Iimproved by travels abroad:

and you are full young 0 rigk thc ordeal, Yet the instruetions

you have recsivci have becn of such a kind, and so loag in theipr -
instilling, tha: you have perhaps more maturity and solidity of
caaracter than many of jour age; and I cannot but hope and antic-
ipate that with gcol common ssnse, a falr amcunt of education,

a resnectable share of Iintelligence, and, more than all, a high
tone of moral srirciple, ryou will pass :hrough the trial unscathed,
and return tc rour friends really imzroved in every good thing.-
e cpoort:nities you enjoy are not many usual for young men, and

we s all navrs the right tc lco« for corrcspondent immrovement in
hinm wo exparicnces them, Let :3 not te diasappointed in your case.
Gain in all ugeful mowledre, JAccomplish yeurself in everything
thao - 3hall make you acreeable ani Interesting in socfal life,
Polish manners anti mind together, .ind above all, “keep your heart
with all Ziligence, fcr out of it are the lasues of life’,- Should

he
a klni Previdence spare jou to return to us again;- as I opray/may,
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we shall love ani respoct:
especlally a idnd, an: iutiful son to your ricther in her widowhood
and advancling are, Thus Jeu may lock for the blessing of Heaven

on your after 1lifec; for ac Cod has nrem!scd in his hely word, --
To the request 7ou maie, that I vwc 1: mive you letters of introde

I mirht be acqualnted, I
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readil s acceded, an.i have alroady endeavsred te Jdo shat you would
wish:- ai least it was all I was able to io, About a month or sixz
weeks since, I sent a meszase through o particular and intimate
friend cf mine, in this city, tec hig brother - in- law, now in

Itel tc search jou cut lrme:lacely o ye.r arrival there and
] J

1

malte your acaualntance? Zre this ke zusi have recelved the letter,

and . kncw he wiil e happy fcr my sake asg well as hls own to be-

- -

cIme Xnowr to FiU. Ze zneeds acr-ueintinces uand frisnis in Italy as
well as you Zo, ani il will drove a mutual pleasure and benefit I

doubt not, e is a Mr, Anthony Vas wyck , of Flahlkill, Duchess

Counity in our 3tate, Hi13 ramily I3 one of resvectability and
standing, and he himself 1s a gentlemen of echducaticn sand high moral
worth, I have .own him fer several years,zand recommend him to

you as cne worthy in 21l thinms of yeur affcction ani respect,

Fe 13 visiting the goutn ¢f _urcpe for health alona, as most of

nis fam:ly have dececaszd with pulmonary complaints, wWoether you
will f£ind him in .Jlor¢c or laples, I cannot certalinly say;-probably
the “ormer: but he will be on the lock-out fcr you on your arrival
in either city, as you may be fer him,-- I have becn querylng

with myself whether I shoul: attcmpt tc r-late any "news” properly
sc called, in my letter: but the thought strikes me that the lettors
from your family will give you everytning of interest; and that

my relation oI the lirfferent Ztems weculd prove a repelition, I

7 however, tel. you of the gencral health of a----family,-

B

thoush my tother has recently been very 111, snc 1s mu(ch)} imp-
roves within a week pagt, - we trust w111l gscon te entlrely well,

The Inastitute retains Zts ldentity gtill In irs Intcrmal arrange-
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the rage for “improvement” In tuls part of the City, our lande-
lords are cutting away our zrounds, dowm tc the street level,

al reody
in ordcr te ercct tleocks of bullilzgs on them } They ave/taken
down gipht lsots, and talk of Zz-ving us only four or six I
The savages ! 7ocu will nct «mow uz «henm you return.- Just now
our pciitical world s full of oxciltemsnt on the subject of
the annexation of Texag, The vote in the Jenate at .ashington
is to te aken thig werl, % all are on the tiptoe of hope, or

-

in a polltlical uarfare,
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dresd,- Was there evor g saddor icf:-a
than that of lir, Zlay Iz our last election ¢ It was the great-

-

est digappointment of the xind ever experlenced,-Have you
heurd of the mournful fall of 3ishoon Ondendonk of llew York ? He
has been asuspen:ed from the ministry for "Impurity of life ':=-
having becn gullty of actlons ovencing such a disposition of
mind, for many 7ears 2ack, “hie ¢enly apolo offered was excite~
ment by the "use of wines and streng driax" | Hls brother, too,

ow e blghcop of Jemnsylvanla has veen deposeZ for hablt-
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ugl im.nlkencas! alss! alas! wen bvad mon assuma the function of

-

the Onristlan ninistrye- 3ut all are not such.-3efore I entirely

L1l my cheet, let me ask you , as op-ortunity offers, in your
ranbles , tc remember me as cne ho delights In 1ittle objects

£ virtue: =o chat If you can occaz’cnally picl up a pebble,or

pluck 2 Ilower, or selcect s frasment from any locality of interest,

Juat tec do it for me, & I shall nol only thank you kindly, but
prenlise to reward you fourfold In any way you will sugrest,-
de all writc I to most e2urnest wishes for you welfare and
hepniness, iy (cther sends you hucer xindest regards: my Srother
L his wife jein with Ler; and rou will not doutt the sincerity

of my love, -liza, ani My, Cornwuzll, x ir Taylor, and these beys




NI P eyt

A P PP N I R

-
..
.~
3.

T T L L

ST O

St oY me Vsl

PR

Y HA R

e

I

%

[EXTN

vho know you desire their affectlonate remesbrance to you.-I

need not say, it would give me plecasure to hear from you again,
Remember me alsc affectionately & respectfilly to Mr., Van wyck,

I hope his health is becoming confirmed, Tell him I saw his brother
in law yesterday., Ze was well, 4 80 were hils two children& his
MHother, tiis breother, ir, Lorenzo Saow, has recently lozt his only
chiid- With sincere affection‘: Dear Thomas, I am, a&s ever, your

friend,- Theodore s, forter
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Jcc iere ., Jorter oo rcmas -balers

.azhingion

addraegzed : wr. iemas a, JSaler, ome Italy

ticipatine an cpistle

n Lt come to hand It

agsure jou, howevir, that

7, ag jcu surmlise; for I

ancountered Iin writing te
Me letter pleased me much

¢. rageay the cxcecd-

‘othor,

rwoare clrreumstanced in this




{

s ¢ Theodore «. Porter to Thomus <haley
! .

j washington Institute, lew Zork Clty

i addressed : Iir, Thomzs v, .haley, Jlome Italy

Fetruary Z7th, 1345
Dear Thonmas,

I nave to thani you very he-prtily for the hicnly gratify-

ia

! ing letter with whick jou favc.re: me from Paris, nder date of
the 13th of Tovember , 13ii:, I had been anticipating an epistle

- from you fcr some montiis previous, and when it came to hand it

met with a ccrdial wrlcome, Let me assure you, however, that I

had never charsed ryou with 'regligence”, as jou surmise; for I
well knew the hindrances ysu must have encountered in writing te
others than your own irmediate famlly, he letter pleased me much
on many accounts:- 1ts long and clcsely filled pages; the exceed-
ing necatness & taste in 1ta executicn; the evidence it furnished
of careful sbservation in yorr -ravels; tiic correct reflections

d the srocfs Lt exhiiblted of affect-

8

you made on what you saw
lon felt for myselfl an-: the cther membsrs of our family.-The

letter was ccnsidered pro homo oublico, and was road elther by,or,
to each one of us, I showe: It Tc several of the boys, as a spec-~
imen of nent ani tastefnl penmanshin, which It would te well for
them to imitate, And 1t zuve me nlénsure also to be able to speak
of it in resvects referred to, in a coaversation with your Mother,
a day cr twec aince:- for you may scssiblg fancy now hapny Parents
are made when they hear deserved praise bestowed on ¢ eir children,
--But, my desr “homas , how st-anmel; you are circumstenced in this

13L5 1 now unlixe what eoul! have been anticlpated two or three

ye:xrs ago, - espcclally , when onn sour gick bed at you uiclels
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fallen ycur brethers ! - w<el: , I am glad of itj;-so far, at

least: ani I shall continue to rejoice, if, as I tope, you are

not only not injured, bul nositively bcnefited by your sojourn

in foreign lanés, It re-uires a good deal of moral and Iintellect-
ual Stamina in an individual to be improved by travels abroad;

and you are full ycung to risik thc ordeal. Yet the instructions
you have recelvcs have been of such a kind, and so long in thelr. . -
ingtilling, thai you have perhaps more maturity and solldity of
cnaracter than many of 7our age; and I cannot but hope and antic-
ipate that with good common sense, a fair amount of educatlon,

a resnectable share of intelligence, and, more than all, a high
tone of moral princiole, rou will pass ihrough the trial unscathed,
and return tc your friends really imoroved in every good thing,-
The ovocrt.nities you enjoy are not many usual for ycung men, and
we s all nave the right to loos for corrcspondent improvement in
him who expericnces them, Let :3 not be disappointed in your case,
Gain in all uscful knowledge, Accomplish yourself 1ip everything
tha® shall make you acreeable ani Interestiang in social life,
Polish manners ani mind together, And above all, "keep your heart
with all iiligence, for out o Lt are the lssues of life”,- Shguld
a kind ?reoviderce spare jou to return to us asainj- as I pray/h:y,
let us find jou in all resnects what we shall love ani respect:
eaveclally g ¥ind, an: jutiful son to your lother in her widowhood
and advancing aze., Thus 7ou may locxk for the blessing of Heaven

on yjour after life; for so CGod has nromised in his holy word, --
To the request you maie, that [ wo 1. rive you letters of introd-

uction to zny n~crscncz in_Italy, with whom I might be acquainted, I

TR ER RN AR
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readily acceded, ani have alread; endeavored to do what you would
wish:- at least it wgas all I was able to do. About a month or six
weeks since, I sent a messasme through a particular and ictimate
friend ¢f mfne, in thig city, tc his brother - in- law, ncw in
Italy, to search you cut Immeifately on jou:r arrival there ahd
make your acsualintance? Zre this he must hsave received the letter,
and I know he will 2e happy fer my scke as well as his owun to be-
come knowr to 7ou, Za needs ac-uaintances and frienis in Italy as
well as you do, and it will prove a mutual plcasure and benefit I

doubt not, He is a Mr, Anthony Van «yck , of Fishkill, Duchess

County in our 3tate, His ramily 1is one of respectability and
standing, and he himself 13 a gentleman of educaticn and high moral
worth, I have wown him for several years,.and recommend him to

you as one worthy in all things of your affection ani respect.

He ts vigiting the gouth cf .wurcpe for health alone, as most of

his family have deceascd with pulmonary complalnts. Whether you
w11l find him in dome or lJaples, I cannot certainly séy;-probably
the former: bt he uill be on the lcok-out for you on your arrival
in elther city, as you may be for him,-- I have becn querying

with myself whether I shoul:i attempt to r-late any "news” properly
3o called, In my letter: but the thought strikes me that the letters
from your fam ly will sive jou everything of interest; and that
my relation o:f the dlfferent ltcms would prove a repetition, I
may however, tell jou of the sencral health of a~---famiiy,-
though my Xother has recently been very-11l, 3ne is mu(ch) imp-
roved within a week nast, = we tr:ist will scon te entirely well.

The Institute retains f{ts idencity still In Iirs Intemal arrange-

mrnt; but, alas! as to lts external, they are sadly changed, In



tre rage for "improvement” in tiiis vart of the City, our land.

dowm to thc street level,
&l"eady

in ordcr to ercct tlocks cof buildings on them | ey tave/taken

lords are cutting awary cur

down elght lots, and talk cf lsriving us only four or six (!
The savages ! 7ou will nct imow us when you return,- Just now

our pclitical world is full of excltement on the subject of

the annexation of Texas, The voie in the Senate at wWashington

: all are on the tiptoe of hope, or

Y

£

is to “e taken this weelk,

dread,- Was there ever a sadder defzat in a political warfare,

than that of ir, Clay in our last electlon 3 It wz3 the great-

est disappointment of the kind I ever experienced,-Have jyou

fall of Bishop Ondendonk of hew York ? He

R e o

henrd of the moummful

BT ve

e

é‘ has been suspended frem the ministry for "impurity of life:e

i naving becn guilty of actions evencing such a disposition of

g mind, fcr many jears back. Tthe only apology offered was excite-
g ment by the "use of wises and strong drink" ! Hls brother, too,
§ you mow tire bighop of ?Pennsgylvania has veen deposcd for hablt-
B

g ual ir:nkeness! alas! alas! wrcn bad men assume the function of
i' the Christfan ministry,- 3ut all are not such,-3efore I entirely
§ £i1l my sheet, let me ask you , as opoortunity offers, in your
g rumbles , tc remember me as one who delights in 1ittle objects

can occagl~cnally plck up a pebble,or

.

-'fr?-" Y

Somd:

of virtue: sn that L jou
pluck a {lowsr, c<r seleoct a fricmont from any leocality of interest,

Just to do Lt for me, & I shall not only thank you kindly, but

oromise to rcward you fourfold in any way you will sugrest.-
we all write In tro most earnest wishes for you welfare and

nappinegs, iy ‘cther sends you ner «indest regards: my Brother
& nis wife Join with her; and jou will not doubt the sineerity

arlor, and these boys

[

of my love. Ilizg, ani !r., Jornwall, 3 Mr
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vho know you desire their affectionate rememtrance to you.-I

need not say, it wo:ld give me pleasure to hear from you agaln,
Remember me also affectionately & respectfully to Kr, Van Wyck,

I hope his health is vecoming confirmed, Tell him I saw his brother
in law yesterday. Ees was well, and so were his two childrené& his
Mother, His brother, ir, Lorenzo Soow, hasa recently lost his only
¢hild- With sincere affectlon, Dear Thomas, I am, &3 ever, your

friend, - Theodore ., Porter
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