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Our Heritage Press’ enlarged reproduction of Southern California Bungalow Plans, Vol. 1, 
originally published in 1913 by Southern California Home Builders, preserves a rare, 
richly illustrated resource for architects, historians, homeowners, and anyone restoring 
an early 20th-century Arts & Crafts bungalow. No other copy of the 64-page, 5 ½-by-8 
¾-inch booklet is known to exist, making it a rare discovery that documents important 
architectural, decorative arts, and social developments. It is reproduced in its “as found” 
condition without restoration, and with permission from the collection of Erik Hanson, 
San Diego.

All 49 featured bungalows were built as shown in San Diego, Coronado, and Los 
Angeles. “You are getting the tried plans of an expert combination of architect, 
building superintendent and house salesman, who work together to produce the best 
possible in Southern California Bungalows,” the booklet promises.

Fulfilling the dream of every Arts & Crafts lover and historian, Southern California 
Bungalow Plans identifies each home by plan number, address, tract, buyer, and 
approximate construction cost. Each bungalow is shown in a black-and-white 
photograph with descriptive text and corresponding floor plan, which the company 
sold as blueprints and specifications in sets of two for $5 each.

Especially valuable are the photographs of furnished rooms, where Arts & Crafts 
furniture reigns and built-ins are celebrated for reducing furniture costs and optimizing 
space. Mrs. I.M. Powell was the lucky lady who lived in a large, six-room bungalow 
(Plan No. 101) in Los Angeles. In her chambers, she enjoyed three built-in wardrobes 
“high enough to hang full-length dresses” and a furnished “pergola porch” off her 
bedroom, photographed with the French doors open and other new houses visible in 
the background.

The Arts & Crafts bungalow style illustrated here includes spacious living rooms and 
dining rooms merging into flexible light-filled spaces. Art brick fireplaces rise from 
welcoming hearths and rooms are organically wrapped in wood and plaster. A desire 
for healthy living made front porches prominent and smaller screened ones (with 
laundry tubs) practical. “A splendid sleeping porch” might cost more.

The Southern California Home Builders used warm natural materials inside and out. 
Exterior redwood shakes (oiled or stained) on roofs and walls accented cobblestone 
or brick chimneys. Interior woodwork was chiefly “slash-grain Oregon pine” finished 
in golden brown and paired with oak floors. A five-room San Diego house nearly 
smothers its tiny lawn, but this uncultivated look is part of the builder’s strategy to 
display every architectural detail. “Your own imagination will easily clothe these 
pretty Bungalows with your own fancies in flowers and climbers.”

Southern California Bungalow Plans’ text conveys the still alluring, century-old essence of 
the Arts & Crafts philosophy. “Our architectural department has made a special study 
of fittingly combining handsome exteriors with interiors that are a real pleasure,” 
notes the booklet. “Above all, [our] homes [are] livable to a degree that is difficult to 
attain in any other design.”
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This is an enlarged 
reproduction of 
possibly the last 
remaining copy of 
Southern California 
Bungalow Plans, No. 1, 
originally published 
in 1913 by Southern 
California Home 
Builders. Filled with 
photographs of the 
bungalow designs 
and their furnished 
interiors along with 
floor plans and 
descriptive text, this 
sales booklet is a 
detailed resource and 
fascinating window 
on the region’s Arts 
& Crafts bungalows 
and way of life. The 
original publication 
is a rare find that 
has been digitally 
preserved in its entirety 
so it continues to 
inform readers about 
Southern California’s 
architectural 
development. For 
preservation-minded 
architects, historians, 
woodworkers, students, 
and homeowners 
restoring an early 20th-
century bungalow, it 
is nothing less than a 
treasure trove.


